
TREl MAYFLOWER.' 2~

education they receive ivas sucli as that res-
pect would dictate, wve might hereafter have
occasion to Say, flot as it is new said, that le in
England women are qucens" but something
higher and greater; we mùig&ht Say that, in eve-
ry thing, social, intèllectual, and religiolis,
they were fit tu cd-opcraté with man, and te
cheer ând assist bila in his endeavours to pro-
inote bis o¶#n hittppinets and the happîness
of his fttmily, bis country and the world."

Feiw things that happen i the world are
the resuît of accident. Law goverus all;
there, is even a law of' Chances and Probu-bilities, which bas been claborated by Lu-
place, -Quetelet, arnd otiters, und ap-
plicd by practical men te such purposes
as life insurance, insurances againi_-t fire,
shipwreck and so on. Mau)y things which
happen. daily, and whicli are usually attribu-
ted to chance, occur witit such regularity
that, where the field eof observation is large,
they an almest bcea ,lcâlated upon ag cer-ý
taiiiti5sI

But wei (0 n&t propoýt flow to foliow out
this idea, interestincg though. it would be;
we would deal %vith the matter of "acci-
dent" la another liit-that of self-culture.
When a ma lias risen froni an humble te a
l:ofty positiwi in lif'e, cisrvea bis nalhe deep
into the cure of' the worldf or fullen uipon
some sudden discovery with wbich bis namne
is identified ia aIl tinie coming, bis rise, bis
work, bis discovcry, is very ofien attributed
to e "accident." The fall of the apple is oft-
en quoteci as thbe accident by wbich. Ncwton
diseovered the law of gravitation; and the
convulsed frog's legs, first observed by Cal-
vani, are, in like manner, quoted as an in-
stance of' ccidentai discovery. But nothing
can bue more unfounded ; Newvton bad been
studying ia retiremeat the laws of matter
ând motion, and hie bead was fuli, and bis
brain beating with the toil of thinking on the
subjeet, wherr the eipple feul. The train was
*lready laid long before, n& the signifi-
cance of the appie's fallwas*sïd>deiily appre -
h«nded as ou1ly genîug could Éppirehend it;
àiid the dîscovery, wbich hâ:d long before
beeni elaboWi4inWg, suddenly bijr8t on the phi-
losopheir's sigb' âo, with Galvani, Jenner,

Franklin, Watt, Davy, and ail other philo.
sôplieig i their discoveties were iiivariabily
tue reàuit of Ptient lahoul; of long Study,
and of earrdest investigation. They worked
their *ay by steps, feeling fbr thé riglit rond
like the biind man, uaid tilw4ys ttyîtlg care-
fdlly the flrmnes:g df LIié neve grouind before
ventuind upon it.

Genius of the very highiest kind neyer
trusts te accident, but is indef'atigable in la-
bour. B3uffon bas said of genius, IlIt is pa-
iiýnce." Soeule one else bas caied I "întenCe
purpose ;» and another, "bhaià wbk.
Newvton lîimself used to declare, that wbat-
ever service lie had donc to the publie ivas
not owingr te extraoî'dinary sagacity, but
solely to industry and patient tbought. Ge-
nius, boivever, turns te accotait ail accidents
-cals them rather by their right nanie; Ôe-
portunities. The histoy «i successful mien
proves that it wtts the babit of' cultivating
opportunities-of taking advantage of op-
portunities-hii li elped them to success
-tichf; iîfdeed,' secured success. Take
the Crystal PEalace às aià instance; was it a
sddeni iden-an inspiration of genius --
flasbing, upon one who, though no arcbitect,
rnust ut least bave been something of a poet ?
Not at ail ; its cotitriver ivas simply a man
wbo cultivates ùIPortunities-a laborions,
pàins-takling man, whose life lias been a ca-
reer of labour, of diligent seli-irâpr-oveumc«t,
of assiduous cultivation eof knowledge. The
ided. of thie Orystal F11aace, as Mr. Puxton
himsclf bus shown, in zi leeue before the
Society of arts, ivas slowly and patiently
elaborated by experiments extending* over
many years; and the Exhibition of 1851
meroly aff'orded him the opportunity eof put-
ting forward bis idea-thc right thing at the
tright tinie-. andc fheý result is what we bave
sèen.

If opportunfiies do net forttiiteusly eCSur,
t'len the man of earnest purpese proceeds
te make thcm for himseit. He looks for
b'elp ever'ywhvere ; tbete are many i'oads
into Nature; and if determined to, find a
path, a man need not bave to, vait long.-
I-le tuirns ail accideftts to account, and makes
thera promoté bis purpose. Dr. Lee, Pro-
fessor of H-ebrew at Ùambetde, piürsued bis
trad« -of a bItieklayér up to' tweaty-eight
years of age, and was first lied' te sffidy He-
brew by, betoming ifttéréste& in à Hebrev
Bible, wvhich feRl in bis %#«y wvheh ébgagéd


