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'1'herc is no niOre coII-
Provincial spicuotis evi(lcnjcc of the
Legislatures. enormnous dcleNCOPnIcîit Of

\'\Jestcrni Canadla thian is
furn-iishedc bx' the fact thiat West of Uic
Great Lakes nîo lcss than four Pi-ovini-
cial Lcgislaturcs ai-e in Sessionî lcbatinig
the ue(uirenicnts of thieir r-espective dis-

tricts anid îîiaking history by thieir leglis-
lative Acis. The pecrsonneil of these

legisiatures, die vast i-ange of topics dlis-
cilssedl, thic cicrgy dlisplayvcd, aîîd the

1)ractical outcoie of the sessions ail imi-
priess the obser-ver wîtî flic imîportance
of the couuiitr\,, auud the constitutionai
nîaîncr ii xvhiclî the var-bus assemlbiies
have scttle( ldowin to tlîcir wvork. Respon-
sibility is Nvi-it lageo tlcir pruogrammiue.
Iii 51 itcý of the bitlcuiîess of politicai
antLipathies and(t li char-ge of corruption
so fî-cquently lîcard. it: is linipossib)le to
follow tie (lel)ates as rcportei iii the
public press witliout î-ealizingo thiat iii the
main oui- I eislative r\sseiîblics ai-c îmi-
1)uedl xvtlî a (ced) sense of rcs])oisibility
an(l that whicî the diaf Is N tl0\u axvav
the liet restilt of thieir (IeliI)Cr-atiolis is to
iffdlm îuîv aluiabIc incast-es to tic
statte boot<s of the Dominion. Tfli
wvoîk of a l,(egislative .Asscnibly is wi(lc-
l\- di Ilereii (roîn tlîait ol a .Donminionî
I>aî-Iiauueîuit iii tlîait it dleals n1aiuily witlî
NOU-lî 'MaY 1a)c h called business mat-
ters of a ~ lodll cllaraCte as ti)pose(l to
iati ers of ~îea or iat ioi.~11 oiCy.

i *'î- of sILI<m îaîvt the d1ebates arc
iîîersîiî~ont v t o those l)CVSOls who

liapil ti eîuave aj tiuillcit]l înteu-est ii i lc
inusiîî e iii ulietlijat cv n îudeî r csun

i'\ uuiît"Ilim lgisatiiîis Ille 1esiuit of

lul-Sen umQ tese se\* -al iîuteu-csts. t
m 'ie Ii ic it is hIe liuluciucu t aîiothcu-

cul 111515x\ î")dlt itil Il tlc ti0Venlîluent,
aîd Vllcîî ail illtCresî av ee eîte

le l a n resut ts haiîîglr foi- its aim
hýaie nptn îi IIt îî loc l î u stu-ies a1n d th e

sa t-i~u d i îîi. ot lu)l ic iîîterests

Public Uitilities.

( le (If I lie ilîost ilnt)outauit bIsiîicss

transactions of any legisiative assenibly
hias becen the recent purchase of the B'ell
Telephione interests by the Manitoba
Governmiient. Ail throughi tiie prairie
country the i(lea of p)ublic ownership lias
a strong liold. It lias been proclainied
for years, but the first practical outconie
is ini the purcliase of the telephone sys-
tenii. Sonie averred tliat the price paid
-$35oo,ooo-is excessive, but it slîould
neyer be forgotteîî tlîat iii a progressive
counîtry the value of a good property in-
creases every ),ear, and the wvise goverfi-
mîenît once it lias nmadle up its niind on
thic matter of policy, purcliases today
on the best ternis it caln, welI knowing
that iii any evetît the figure will be
h iglicr ncxt ycar. Dilly-dallyirig witlî
the purciîase of public utilhties wtîich, ttie
p)eole have dcci(lccl to acquire is a poor
policv, aîîd lus in niany instances r-
sulted iii cepriving comimunities of sucli
comrnion îiecessanies as watcr, gas aîîd
liglit for miaiy years.

The Drink Question.

Que otiier q1uestion of importance
scenis to be attracting, widespread inter-
est at the moment ; not only in. England
and the Unîitedl Statcs, but in Canuada,
the foi-ces opposed to strong drinik appear
to 1)e gaining str-cîgtlî. There is a more
l)ractical outconic. Tflicera of talk sccmis
to lcave bccîî succeedcd by that of action.
Everywliere mnî arc bciîîg elected to
p)ublic bodies, pledged to restrict the
(lrink traffic, and cverywhi-c the number
of saloons is 1)cing reduced and the hi-
cerise fcc raisc(I. The Alberta Legisia-
tutre is Cofl5i(lering a proposai for ren-
(lcr-ing- illega,-l tlîroughiout the wlîole of
Uts tcrrlitory\ thle sale o-f stîoîîg drink ex-
cept at public (lispenSaries esta _bhîshied tiui-
dler Govcruvncnelt control anîc acliniis-
terc(l l)y C;overlîiient conîi issioners.
Altberta lias always beii noted for its
(tetel-nînîlci attitudie on1 tlc teiîpcralice
qulestion.; it is by far the miost temiperate
P.7roviuîce ini Canlada. The proposai til-
(Ici- consideration ma,,y be a clrastic onle
ai(l is adoption îîiay not corne the first
tinie of ask'inlg, buît it is more than likely
that insidle Of ten years some such
measure wvill be adoptcd flot only iuî AI-
bei-ta but iii other Provinces of Canada.


