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siderable share of the travel across the north Atlanîtic
t0 and front Eiirope. we miust show, soune advantages
in our rouite. Take firsît the passenger*s standpoint.

Whatever may comce abo(-ut in the course of years, as
the trade grows and p,,ople abroad become useil to
our more northern route, it is undeniable that just
now we cannot offer to the first-class passenger such
desirable landing-places as New York or l>hiladelphia.
Nor can w e offer railway service to the intel ior cqual
to that of these ports if our Atlantic fast steamers ývcre
te, be eqtdpped, to-morrow. As to fast freiglit, we are
perbaps better equipped; but the volume of mercban-
dise inward or outward that we could depend upon to
traverse otir railway routes t o and front Atlantic i vorts
would necessanily bear but a small proportion to that

pouring through United States channcls. Where, diieu,
is the advantage to bie possessed by, Canadian fast
Atlantic steameirs, supposing them to be provided, by
1904 ?

The greatest claim to preference possessed by the
Canadian trans-Atlantîc route is its relative shortness.
In this respect, it bas the advantage of New York by
bundreds of miles, Quebec or Halifax being chosen
for purposes of comparison. Having this great andi
attractive superiorîty in respect of two cîties, it be-
hooves Canada to consider how best to use lier advaiit-
age. To choose any but the most profitable poinxt of
landing is to depnive ourselves of a possible benefit.
The dlaims of the port of Halifax as the best port have
been within the past few days uplheld by two infIuential
Montreal gentlemen. One of these is Hon. George A.
Drummond, who declares this week that Halifax must
be, not the winter port of Canada only, but the ter-
minal port aIl the year round. This pronouincemient
from a man w hos- business life bas been spent iu
Montreal, whose business interests are mainly there,
and who miglit be expected to, prefer that port if hie
could in justice do so, speaks volumes for Halifax.

Another strong advocate of Halifax as the port
for the fast fiue is Mn. Robert Reford, who bas been
for years the agent of freiglit steamers from MontreaI
to various ports in the United Kingdom. He outliined
tbe other day in the London limes bis viîews on the
subject of transatlantic travel, and hîs letter lias now
been reproduced in Canadian joumnals. In this lie
deprecates a subsidîzed passenger and mail weekly ser-
vice to Quebec in summer and Halifax in winter, as
being no better than wbat we possess to.-day. "A
weekly service," lie says, "very littie infenion to that
now proposed, lias caused three-fourths of Canada*s
mails and passengers to fiud transit via the United
States." Nor is a weekly service sufficient, in bis opin-
ion, for the wants of Canada. Mr. Refond's argument
agaiust the feasibility of a 2o-knot service (23 1-3 miles
an bour), between Liverpool and Moutreal or Quebec
is thus strongly stated: Tbis service "cannot safely be

given, owing to tbe congested nature of the Irish Sca
near Liverpool, and the daugerous navigation of the
guif and river St. Lawrence, tbrough ice, snow, and

fog in spring anýd autumu, and the St. Lawrence route's
dangerous and intnicate waters."

A tbousand miles of ocean sailing may be saved,
be points out, by adopting a sea route betweeu Gal -
way, in Irelaud, and Halifax, Nova Scotia. This, Ie

j asago claiiîed-ýand the managcr of the South-

Western Railways of Ircland, who recently published a

m1oriographt on a like subjeect, agrees with ldm-is the

shortest sea route bctween Europe and America.

The distance betweeai Galway and Halifax i. about 2,i5o

miles, as against 3,150 between Liverpool and New York, or

2.940 between Liverpool and Montreal. The ocean cani be

crossed from Galiyay to Halîfatx, by steýamf-r' of 24 or 25

k-nots speed, ini three days, as against seven to eight by the

St. Lawrence or New York routes. "Add to this oc.ean pass-

age of three days, twelve hours between London and Galway,

and fifteen hours between Halifax and Montreal, and you

obtain a possible tinie of transit between London and Montý
real of a fraction over four days, or less than one,-half what

Ns prssihle via New York or any other route. This is a con-

dition of things of such importance to the interests of Great

l3ritain and Canada, as to lead, I think, to this route having

dlaîis above ail otheïrs, even -f the working oi it cost double

the money necessary to subsidize the slower routes and it po>s-

sesscd no other advantages."

The first econoniic advantage to be cited in favor

of snch a route is that owing to its shortuiess it ran

hc ma intained by hall the nuniber of steamers demanded

hy sailings hetwcen Liverpool and New York or Mont-

real. This hcing truc, the expenses are relatively

redu1ced: only haif the initial cost of steamlers is

reqtuîred. hall their maintenance, fuel, insurance, wages,
food. interest, depreciation. And furthermore, as

vasti.v less fuel w'ould be required, the space occupîeil
on other vessels by fuel could in this line be devoted

to cargo. At the English end of the journey, pass-

Iengers and mnails going to London via Kingston andl
Ilolylhead, and to Scotland via Larne and *Stranraer,

could hce nibarked on ferry steamers able to accent-

modate the trains and passengers without change of

car from Galway to destination. Mr. Reford attaches
to his letter interesting scliedules of comparative ,items,
f rom whicb hie deduces a saving of f 1,650,000 in the

maintenance of a fine of five steamers from Galway to

Halifax, as compared witb nine steamers from Liver-

pool to New York.

IN*DUSTRIAL AND FINANCIAL CONDITIONS

TTHE UNITED K.INGDOM.

It will probably be found, we think, that the
maloritv of the opinions which reach our eycs or
mincis tupon the commercial decadence, of Great Bnî-

tain corne fromn persons who. howevcr disinterested or
competent as observers, have had only a limnited tinle

or area in which to observe. A man from this side
the Atlantic, for instance, accustomed to methods ini

travel or in hotel life prevalent in the United States,
thinks theNv are the best. If Bnitain does not adopt

themn, she's "behind the age" in his estimation, and hie

tells the papers so. In certain processes of mnanufac-
ture Amnerican visitors to the United Kingdom have
found bier deficient. Tbis is doubtless a competitive dis-
advantage; but Fngland may be superior in ber

methods in haîf a score of other lines of which Amerî-

cans, take little heed. Then, again, the tyranny of

trades unions bas witbout doubt handicapped the pro-
ductive power of the Old Country. In this respect the

Great Republic may well pray not to be compelled to
follow bier.. SI the wealth and power of England are
marvellous, and before we mourn bier so-called decay,


