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i= common, Tt both leeads and  winters,
usually keeping in the thick forests, seldom
coming out in the elear country, ¥ have seen
its voung in the spring, and the adult at all
seasons of the year. A specimen =hot at
Digly, Feb, 1856, when fealing upon & black
duck, wax nearly  white, washel by pale
ferrnginons, amd  larred and  spotted  light
lwown. ‘The pure white chin remained un-
chamged, as it hax done in every individual 1
have examined, how much otherwise the
plumage ay have been altered.  Thongh not
resembling Richardsow’s figure, T thought it
may have been the Aretle variety. Our canip
fires attracted them when eamping on the
shares uf a torest lake in Dighy connty, Sept.,
1871, By answering their will teline eries, we
kept them about ns the long night, unszeen,
vet continnally shifting from one sprace tir 1o
another, amongst which our crmp was pitehed,
Their prev iz nocturnal, and thus less likely
o be known,  Grouze, hare, i even ducks
may be readily eaptured by this powerful hird,
wlhich uses its beak as well as its claws in
destroving life. A pour pet crow, the tavorite
of the village at -Amnapolis, visiting every
house for its bone, aml <leeping now in an oli
porch, now in an untinished ¢hurch, or under
the cave of inhabited houses, alarmed the
inmates, beneath whose caves it had sought a
roosting place, by its shrill cries one caln
midnight.  On going to its rescne a large
nocturnal Lird of prey luated away. At san-
rise it was tound dead on the grazs heneath,
no doubt a victim of thiz powerful noeturnal
prowler.  Of the short mlrc-rz“'l (. pulustris)
and the long enved owl (0. vulyaris), they may
be said, thongh not rare, still not very
common. | have Mr. Downs’ anthority that
the short cared nests in Nova Scotia, near
Halifax. Probably both «do, vet the nunber,
of hoth that appear during winter proves |
migration to he the chief cunse of their
presence with us.  OF the barred owl (N
nebulosum), my notes give Muy, as the month
I identified him in the breeding sensou. T
have no donbt he winters with ue, but my
notes have no monthly dates.  The houting of
this owl comes down on the night wind to you
like the loud broken laughter of many men.
A stranger wonld easily suppose he wus near
a large logging party. The inajestic snow owl
(V. nivea) 1 do not think nests with us. He
is usnally a winter visitor, though I saw him
once, August, 1854, on Sable Isfzuul, with all
his feathery alpine plumage, sitting upon the
hot sand, the snowy, thick uullllui claws |

reposing on sawd that heated your tonch, A
few years after the island had been stocked ly
domestic rabbits, this Uind made his appear-
ance, in 1827, and ever alter paid it an annual

visit. [ saw him patdently  watching  the
burcow month, instantancously to seize s
emerving owner. e is nsually our winter
visitar, el like other specics sometimes comes

in tloeka,  Iu the winter of 1876 Mr. Bgan, at

Halifax, had fourteen specimens at one time,

The settlers told me they sat like pigeons upon

their barns, coming out of the forest at dusk.

There had been no storms or loeal reasons for

thi= migration  which extendel  into New

England.  The hawk owl (N, wlula), is also u

winter visitor.  He shows himself sometimes

in flocks.  Rome years ago there were more

than a dozen bronght into Halilax, then not

goen for years, amd of late returning singly.

U1 Tengmaln’owb (N Tengmulnei) L have seen

It dew specimens, and Ielieve it very rare.

Four are the wtmost T have scen in Nova

Scotit. The Saw-whet (N aeadivd) is common

and resident, keeping the deepest lorests as his

abode, frightening the Indian at his bivonae,
who never will answer him or allow any one

o do su in hix eamp, for fear of impending

misfortune.  Yet e, too, appenrs sometimes

in tlocks in the open. During the spring of
1879, Mr. Kgan Laul numerous  speeimens

oflered him.  The Tittle red owl (8. asion), so

common in New FEngland and also in New-

foundlaml (Reek’s Zoologist, 1869,) 1 have

never seen herey in which Mr. Downs joins

me.  In its migrations it passes perhaps north

of us. In ending my remurk on our owls, |

may gy that abont four have been identified as

nesting with ‘ug, the others are winter visitants,

and that with the exception of the Great grey

owl, there are excellent specimens of cach

gpecies in the Halifux museum,

In passing to the diurnal birds of' prey, the
Farcoxtn.e, we find more power and strength
developed in each individual, thongly denuded
of their soft conting; the hind toe (in the owls
very small compuratively) greatly inereased, a
greater propensity to uge the claw than bill,
and & greater arlour of temperament, and
power of wing nction. This family naturally
separates itself into the harriers, the raleons,
the hawks, the buzza:ds, ned the engles, 1
menn as regards Nova Scotiu, since the kites
and vultures never come 0 us. Of the harriers,
resembling the owls in a facial circle, we have
one species (€. cyaneus), u geographical
variety of' the old world harriers,

(Z'o be Continucd.)




