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appeared 1876. Hespoke :-" So, Mlr.Grip, you îhought
1 %vas dead, eh ? "

"Oh 1 no, flot dead ; only-only---
"Exactly, departed. That's it, gone to the shades-to

niy numerous relations wvho were waiting to embracc nie."
Il Well, and why have you corne back ? Isn't it comn-

fortable there ? You had a good rnany storrns made by
Wiggins, and earthquakes, and wars when you wcre here.
Surely you do flot want to try it Over again."

"I can't rest'"
WVhat's the malter?"
Plolîîîcs."
What about politics ?

"I'rn excited. *Can>t slcep. Fîve hundred grains of
opium has no effect."

Poor shade! Vhere %vilt thou find peace?"
"Frorn GRip. Carne 10 see about il. Don't corne

regularly. Haven't taken my naine off the list, have
you ?",

IlBy no means-never do such an ungentlernanly thing
tili we've proved a man has no conscience, and intends to
beat us out of our hard-earned cash."

IlThought so. Must be the fault of the P.O. Depart-
ment. No ]?.M.-General to abuse down there."

IlWell, we'lI send a copy by special electrical express
aftcr this."

IlThat's righit. The country would go to destruction
iihout GîR'P. i'he Tories say you're Grit. and the Grits

say you're Tory, but you give, it to thern hoth fair and
square. The Globe would ruin one-half of the country and
the Alail the other half, but in the hands of GRJr' the
Domninion's safe."

Stop, Stop i Modesty forbids me to listn--"
"Can't ýtop. Truth must corne out. Go on, niost

wise, fair, and funny bird. B3e to 1887 what you ever
were t0 me. Hold every hurrbug up to ridicule, and
don't forget to send nme ail the clec things your pCfl or
pend!l--"

The voice grcwv faint. The kettle hisscd louder than
ever, and the dim form of 1886 curled upward in wreatlîs
of vapor, and was losî to view. Jnsiead, John A. winked
at us over a burning coal, while Edward Blake sat niedi-
tatively on a clinker, revolving in his mind the great ques-
tion of PROHIBITION.

THE INDEPENDENT RACKET-A COMEDY.

Ff RST ACT.

ScENE-A private counicil chamber.
Present-Sir John and a chosen band of members.
Sir John-That I think is about the best way we can

gel out of il, however, if any of you gents can suggest any
otîjer idea, equally practicable and coinpreliensive, I will
be glad to give it, as MUowat would remnrk, Ilmy consid-
eration."

C-n-I do flot think, Sir John, that idea could
be irnproved on. The recent straining of relations
between the M/ail and the Governinent, the preliminary
mutual repudiations of each other's opinions, the prohibi-
tory corl bas ail been, to my mind, the perfection of
acting ; but this draft of an address to the public frorn
the platform of honest independence takes the cake.
la foi ! It is the sublime of dissemblement!1

* W-e -O0f cour.qe, the repudiation being mutual,
people are more Iikely to be taken in by it. Tlhat is to
say, m'ore likely 10 consider it a genuine affaîr.

Sir John-With regard to this anti-Catholic crusade

these hands are clean-the Mail is indelpcndent-,'c are
flot respofisible for ils ulterances, in fact wc repudiate
then, and caîl uipcn our brethren of the Catholic persua-
sion t0 endorse the stanid w~e have taken against the
no-popery-ites by rtturning me 10 power.

B---e-Grand 1 simply grand 1 I've just been worry.
ing how the deuce we were going 10 get out of this corner,
when-

ASi Joh -ap bang 1 hiere wve are again ! ha!i ha!
As1said, our Catholic frienids in Quebec and elsewhere

will endorse our tacil defence of their religious principles,
iW'hile on the other hand, the iliail, with ils leaning to
Conservaîisnî, will carry double wveight with the Protes-
tants, now that it is no longer a party organ, but an inde-
pendent voice.

%V-e-But about the finiancial prosperity of the
Ma~il afrer the supposed writhdrawal of-of-

Sir John-Exactly!1 but haven't you heard the rumors
about the Mail being in a hole? Oh, yes! the il'Iad's in
a hole ! a big hole!1 the withdrawal of governmenl p)ap,
and s0 forth. Is tlîy servant a cat, that you should see
green in his eyt?

C--n-ardnez mloi, it is wonderful ! it is coin-
plete ! Your hcad. is great mny chief !

F -- r-The prohibition departure then ;vas mierely
preliiîninary to the greater coul;. The 11lail, of course,
will support us when we bring in a prohibitory-

Sir John-Oh, the devil !yes,-I suppose we'll have
to tackle that nex-betîer that îhan let Blake gel the
tern1)crance votes, which I believe are on the increase,
and not to be sneczr d ai.

F7--r-Not to be sneezed at, 1 assure )-ou. I happen
to know from actual experience during a course-

Sir Johin-Excuse me, I think îhat's about ail. Every-
thîng's arranged so that frorn wvhatever quarter the wind
bhows, it is entirely iaken out of the sails of the Globe.

1,--i-n-The Globe, l11ah !the Glob'e will say we
but pull wool liver the eyes of the people--say, iî is ail
arranged for the party.

S r John-Shouldn't wonder! ju>t like Annanias' impu-
dence 10 say so. Ail the saine, flot Iîaving a parly organ
to fight with this election, he'll have 10 exercise hirnself
wiîh raking up old issues aîud rnaking the air blue witlî
big cuss.words, for the Ieer; o compile a (;ri dic-
tionary Gut of. Gents, it's a compliment to be slandered
by a man like that ! Whew ! didn't think it was so late
-Foster, like a good fellov, oblige nie by calling up
McCarthy and Bunting--i'd like ho see theni as soon as
possible.

At the telephonie-[Exit Sir John and twvo nimberis.]
Fý--r-Ah 1 Hello ! ah, yes, yes, aIl righît, hello ! ah,

tell McCarîliy and Bunîing that the chiet wants to sec
thern soon. Hello !eh ? oh ! splendid. People are
bound ho be gulled-gull themi and îlîey worship you-
be lîonest and they repudiate you. Vou crme out honest
and independemit, and we rcptdiate you-ha ! ha !--eh ?
Hello 1yes, yes, the hugest joke of the scason 1 hia! ha!
That independent tirket 's the racket ! Tra-la

POET AND PEER.
Til]NE by thy spe)l of rapilure anid trenulous tears,

Thine in the sway of thy wisdorn, the worid cried,
Ilroo short, 0 Hard, îby sang!

Tc-day, a thousand asses lift their ears
Unto thy singing, and bray, dissatisfied,

I -tow long, 0 Lord, how long?" Wv. J. nl.

THE world mioves because it cannot pay rent.


