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Notes of the Week,
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Av intelligent Chureliman is wanted ag Canvass-
ing Agent for this paper in New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, and Prinee Edward Island. ‘To the right
man steady einployment and a good salary will be
given.

Oftawe deapatches say the ceremonies attending

the furmal opening of' the Dominion Purliamewm
on Friday were even more elaburate in detail than
over belure.  The Governor General's speech while
not containing any poiut of special interest, is
highly satistuctory, showiug the finnngial and gen-
eral condition of the country to be exceedingly
good  His Excelleney speaks of his visit 1o
British Columbia with pleasure, and makes a friend-
ly refarencc to the kindness of his reception in
the United States, and to the good teeling hap-
pily existing between that country and England.
A mensure is to be introduced regulating the sule
of intoxicuting drinks.  lmmigration into the
North-West is spoken of as likely to prove ex-
ceptionally large the coming yeur, although the
past year was very farin excess of any previous
time  Mention is made of the unprecedented pro-
gress made in the construction of the Pacilic Iail-
way. Traflie can now le carried on from Thunder
Bay over adistance of o thousand mniles, and it is
conlidently stated that the Rucky Mountains wili
be yeached during the present vear.  The business
on the Intercoloninl Ruilway is inerea-ing greatly.
Nowwithstauding the expenditure on eapital ac-
count amuunted {u over seven mitlious of dulurs,
the surpius of the consolidated reveuue, togetner
with the proceds of the sudes of famd in the
Nurth-West during the year, woere more than
sufficient to cover the expenditure, and the pe
debt was av the cluse of the year le-s than for tue
year previous. It isto be hoped that every care
will be taken to guard against legislation in the
fntierest of vhie sectivl ol the country to the injurs
of unuthier, ur in suver of vich corporations tu the
detriment of the people ot large. We may also
hupe that the results of this session of vur Io-
winion Parvlameut uay be generaly aceeptable to
the whote conntry, amnd suny  prove most Lineficii
iu assi-nog wsdevelopmeny, aml iu increasing the
prosperity ol our puople,
The oatluvk in Franws continues
from vesas<ning. Todesd, it s Decoming more
and wore corlin thal mischiel is brewing in v
Tarr but stngely unsediled cutthrry which anay
re~uii 11 seenes of violenes awd bLigodshed,  The
secolistre Jeehing wineln woild do away  with
every vestige ot rank and make common the guuds
of tue rich Is fuersing in intensity uncheeked,
with o govenument seaing the danger hut justend
of tuking measures to avert it pandering to svme
of 1ts worst features, A Paris despateh says Jub s
Fervy has yecommended President Grevy 1o expwl
the Chreans princes by o decree. Grevy lesitates
fo take such a conese but it will probably be
adopied I o ministry is formed unoer Ferry,
swenping clunges in the ministry, muking \'irtunliy
a new cabinel are oxpected to be gazetted on Sun-
day next. 1t is even said that General Thib udin,
Munister of War, will be the only member of the
present winistry rennining. Meanwhile the en-
tanee of Generat Taibaudin into the Cabinet, as
Mimster o} War, has aroused Germany ot silem
but nune the fess setive prepavations to defend ber
Luely sequind Llune territory, wh.eh she feels
may be wade atbany time a point of attack. 14 is
feared in Engliond that whenever the bill passes
depriving the princes of civil rights the Socilists
aml Commumists will need  but little mors en-
courigelicit 1o make an attack upon their property.
That 15 believed 1o be the inevitible end of e
present legislation, and ginister tokens of the ap-
proaching singgle already reach us from Paris,
where it tiniey believed that expatiiation mea-
sures wiid lead 10 the policy of pillage.

We see that the Russian police claim to have
entirely destroyed the Nihitist orgnnization in that
country. 1t ixasserted that the Czar is now able
{o walk the streets of St. Petersburg without fear of

to bo far

assassination. The Emperor has issued a manifesto,
naming May as the time for the public coronation
ceremony, which he suys he determined not to per-
form until the feeling of the people had time to
calm. On the other hand. it is asserted by a
Sucialist lewder, now in the Uwnited States, that the
zar will never-be crowned, meaning by that, we
suppose, that the blood thirsty desire to take his
life has not been appeased. It is hardly to be
believed that the conspiracy is at an eud. XNo
cuncessions have heen made, and there has been ne
change in the condition of the people to justify the
hope that a better spirit prevails. A strange story
of the Nihilist conspiracy comes fram St. Peters-
burg. It appears that several persons occupying
bigh social and official positions in the govern-
meut of Vulhynin recontly received threntening
letters signed by the “Socialist Committee.”  One
was addressed to the CGovernor himself, and
threatened him with death unless he forwarded
3,000 roubles to a place mamed, by a certain day,
When the sender of the letter came to receive the
money, he was discovered to be the Chief of
Police. }e was instantly arrested, and remains in
strict confinement.

Tt is timo the general government tock some
deeided action to prevent the increase of gambling
in one of its most pernicious forms. l.otteries, to
which we refer, and which we have condemned on
more than one occasion of late, are becoming so
common that unless a stringent law is adopted for
the whole Dominiou we may expect to Hind them
doing an inculeulable injury to socisty, and
especinlly to the young.  One has just come off in
London, Ontario, in which the prizes ranged from
215,000 to 85; and now the Quebec Chronicle
siva there is a ramor that another one on a gigantic
scale is proposed in that eity, and that an attempt
i3 to be made to have it legalized by the legislature.
We are gl to find it saying : *We hupe no such
Wil will be presented in the House of Assembly.
[t certainly would pot pass, hut we would ba socry
1o hear oven of the attempt being made to imre-
uce such a measure, alike revoliing te our sensr
uf honor and doecency and the prineiples of justico.
fast year there was talk of a provincial lottery
leing organized, Lut it fell through and died stii:
born.  The same fate shonld promptly overtake
the new schieme.”  We endorse what it {urther
suys of this dangerous form of gambling. “They
e b grasling to the couniry whieh permits them,
and they open the door 10 all sorts of vice and imr-
murality.” And we add for ourselves, nothing
ihit we know of couid injure the business morais
ot w community and destroy honest business etios
qul dealing wore thun the hungering desive to
obtain woney without haviug earned it, which this
evil fusters, .

We have hardly chronicled the abatement of
the great flouds in Hungary and in the Rhine
Proyinees of Germany which ecaused so serious n
ioss of life wnd yproperty, befors we are called
upen tu make mention of a serivus overflowing oz
the country bordering on the Ohio river in the
United  States. Many places bave been wholly
or partially submerged, all business is at a stand-
stitl, “nd the destruction of property has heen
enormous but fortunately no lives have so far
heen lest, althongh hundreds of people have been
driven from their howes and exposed to many
hardships.

I 1s known we presume that all Germans have
tu serve in the army for a term of years, and in
no wiy can they escape conseriptivn unless they
avoid it by leaving the country. This will ex-
phain the following which wo take from the Pas
Alull Guzelte:

The following Jetter hins heen addressed by a
German resident in England to Prince Bismarek,
i reply 1o a notice to present himself at a certain
plaes in Prussin for military service under the

; conaeri; v ion :

“My dur Bismarch,—1 feel highly flattored by
your kil invitation, addressed to me at my na-
tive town, to join the German army, but [ am

Yafraid I shall not be able to aceept it, for [ am

now in Lngland, engaged in the more useful work

-(as I cunsider it) ¢! expounding mental science

and teaching people how to make the best use of
their faculties. For the same renson, I scarcely
feel myselt at liberty 1o accept even the hospi-
tality of six months’ board and lodging at the
expense of the State, which you considerately
offer as un alternative. I much prefer basking in
the sunshine of English liberty to being forced
despotically into military servitude in my own
country. I have alfogether given up fighting since
1 left schoal. I do net know that 1 have amy-
thing particular to fight about now, and hurdly
care to ebngage in fizhting at any one else’s bid-
ding. 1f you have a quarrel with anybody, I
would advise you to settle it amicably if possible,
or else fight it out yourself. If afler you have
‘ixed up’ the anny you can make it convenient to
runt over here at any time to vnc of my phreno-
logical leetures, I shall be happy to point out the
auperiority of life in England, and explain the
nalure and itility of the, as I say, more useful
work whieli I am engaged in, and 1 will examine
your head, either publicly or privately, free of
charge, 'With kind regurds to the Governor, [
remain yours faithfully, Gusravus Cones.”

1t appears that after all the new Archbishap of
Canterbury did not spring from the Methodiats,
but is of a Church family. Having helped to
circulate a wrong impression, we cheerfully make
the correction. The lLondon Guardign says —“A
statement has appeared in the West Briton, which
has been copted into a large number of other news-
papers, that the Arehbishop-designate is the grand-
son of the Rev, Joseph Denson, a once celebuted
Weslevan minister and president of the Conference
in 1798 and 1810, We have awthority for saying
that this statewent is entirely unfounded.”

An Ottawa despateh says that “the Department
of Agriculture hay decided to adopt the system of
vital stitistics proposed by a delegation some time
sinee from the leading cities ol the Dominion. It
will go inte operation at onee and returus will bo
rendered monthly.  The following eities will bo
represented when the scheme is perfected : Ottawa,
Torounto, Hamilion, Winnipeg, Victeria, B. C.,
Moutreal, Quchiee, Frederieton, St Johin, Hulifux
and Charlottetown.  Weare gind to know that the
Deminion Government has adoped the views of
the leading medieal men of the Duminion andt
others who have been nrging this step upon them.
Detore Corfederation seme of the Provinees eoliven d
Lhese statisties and found them most valuable, and
now that the systein is to be adupted in the prin-
ciple cities of the Dominion we may hope to find
the best results following its introduction.

We know very little of the dangers ettending a
heavy fall of snow, although, perbaps, we some-
times complain of a detention of a few hours on
cuy railroads on account of it.  As showing two
jrhases of the dunger which we escape, we select the
following, the first a telegram {rom the United
States vn YFriday lust, says: A siage which left
Massouta for Deer Lodge, Montany, yesterday, was
gaught in a blizzud on Fint Creck Hill. The
driver lost his way, aud with liovses and several
passengers, was found frozen to death. And the
other fromn an English exchange tells us that heavy
stowstorms, lasting for fifteen days, have produced
an extraordinary carthaiip in the valley of I'averges,
near Marais, Switzerland. On the night of Tues-
day week the villagers, alarmed by a tervible noise,
hotokening the dislocation of the mountain, hastily
sought refuge in the mncighbouring villages of
Geravel aud Bouehet. The next morning a great
mass of earth was scen pushing before it heaps of
mud and stones, dragging after it rocks and tices,
and rolling straight towards the village.

It is a remarkable thing that notwithstanding
the advanee of medical seience diphtheria is still
an unchecked epidemic in so mauny places That
the disease has baffled the skill of the world’s hest
physicians is shown by the fact that it is dreaded
alike by rich and poor, and the mortality among
childran is as great and even grealer now than it
was years ago. Recontly tho havoe in Irance has
hoen so great from this disease that the Govern-
ment has offered a prize of $25,000 for a diph-

theria cure, :



