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:.. HOUSE‘or LORDS
) J;mtg

la \h]cﬂy for the, ﬁrﬂ time {i (’nce his
late indifpofition, gm;mcd his Pcers
by his prefence upon'the Throne. His Max

Jtﬂy came ‘with the ufual itate from 5¢. .

- Jaimes’s Palace to the Houfe, and Theing
robed” as ufual, woh h:s feat upon the
Thron...

Sir Francis Mol)ncaua, Genl‘eman
. Uther of the Black Rod, having been dif-
patched to demand the ancndancc of the
Roufe of Commons ythey appeared at thebar
preceded by their newly-eledled Spcah.cr.

. Mr. Addington addreffed his Majefiy in

"a thort fpesch, replete with exprefliions of
modeRy and. diffidence; and haped his
" Mosefly wou!d be plealed, by his royal
dxfapprobanun of their prefent choice, to
atford his faithful Commans an opportu-
nity of elc&mg a perfon betrer quxl:ncd to
. dxfchargc the dutics of an office fo im-
portant.
The Lord Chancellor” rcphcd that hig
“wv3s commanded by his Majeity to mtorm
}um, that the cheice which his faithful
Com"nnns had niade, was fully confirmed

by his royal approbat\on srand that he was -

perfedtly convinced that Mr Addingion
would fill with adequate dignity the hxgh
: oﬁcc to which He was appointéd.

The Spsaker and the Commons then re

" tired, and his' Majefty alfo unmf.dmtely

quitted the Houfe in the fame form with -

which he bad entered it.
Theé Lords having adjourned for a fhort

. time to difrobe ;hcmfclvcs upon \hc re.

l'umplm': of the Houfe,

" The order of the day was read for the
“fecond reading of Lord Stanhope’s Bill for
‘the fepeal of certain penal fatuies for not
attending divine worﬂup, &e.
. The Archbifhop of Canterbury rof'c and
. contended, that. if the Bill before tiie
"Lordfhips fhould be paﬂ”cd intp a law, it
would be of infipite i mjur; and danger to
.the eftablithed church, as it went to the

“actual repeal of a grgztnumb:r of flatutes,’
*h°“Sh it.at.frft view. appeared only to.

Head.~

“aim at the répeal of four or - five.
mmed that” there were many fiatutes
whnch'dxfgraccd the' times'in which they
Were pafigd.; she agreed that fome dught to
‘e repealed. and others amended ; it was
" however of the, utmoﬂ importance that fo
" great. afubje& fhould. not' be- taken ‘up
hghlly, or decided on .without the most
Cferious conf}dcraupn.

'rr.lsH mnu,x- |

‘He' nprobatcd the
claufe grammg hberry to wntc, prmt, ‘and™

1

publsm all kinds of mvcﬂ:\atxom what- '
ever upon religious topies. ‘I'he wordg -

“ofihe” clanfe were fo broad; that they,
B would ferve to cover cvery fpt.cxca of relia
_gion; and to countenance every eflert 1o

difgrace Chriltianiry. "His Grace poinited:
oyt as a fingular circwilance, that che’
word lemanny was qcvcr once intro-
duced i tic whole claufe ;. and with
gfeit farce of reafoming fhewred, that the
very Toundatiens of the religion by law e,
flablifhed might be underm.ned and over.
thrown under théindefinite Lcentioufnefs:
that the clauf; might be eoniirued tofanc.
tien, His Grdce puia-great variety of

queitions to illeQrace the dangerous Joofel
m.fs of tl\cwordlm‘ of theclaufe, and o

“thew that there was an effendal differ!

gnee, and a wide diflinction between free
mv"(hs;aucn, and the propagaticn ot fuck
apinions as maz.u be the refulr of l't.ch
inveftigation.  As the law ftocd at pre.
fen: his Grace afferted, that every -man
was at liberiy ro invalliguts ‘religious to. -
ics 5 but he conrénded, that if unreflrain.”
ed fpcnkmg, wmmg, prmunz, and p pub.’
lithing  of religious opinions, were per.
mitted, there was fcarcely a mifchicl tg
the church or to civil focicry, that imagi.

_ nation could form an”idea of, that mighe

netbe éfe@ed. If the encmy of Chrifti..
anity might be at liberty to propagare his.
pernicious-argumencs, grounded in crroe
r,,nd coloured with conl’umm ate art, what

. :mpri:ﬁwn rhight they Aot make on theig. -

ncrant and Jower rank of mankind 2 lfa
man !hould éntertain fo unfortunatt an 0
pinion a5 the difbelief of the exiftence of -
a God, and thould xmagmc that Gods
being was a mere fiction, and if he wert.
“fincere in this “unfortunate opinion, wa;a
‘he, under the wording of the. prefént-
rlnufe, to'be.at [iberty “to ‘diffeminate fo-
dangerous and uncomfortablé a. do&nnc?

. Suppofe’another were to-profefs - himfelfa*

firong admirer of merality, but an’ enemy
to all. celigion, was' he to be aliowedilg”
fpread abroad fuch profcmon ?—Let- :hmr
Lordﬂnps recolied, that it was the come -
mon artifice of the-Atheifis of old, toré-;
fort to that moéde of impofition on thg
minds of the bulk of mankind, and it was"
but towobvious that there were many, wh?
“might be deluded by fuch fophiftry. - He.

- declared, if the Atheift was to be ..Howedj.

to defend his atheifm by argurent, he {aw

" no reafon why the thiet mikht nor be pcr-’:_i
_mitted to reafon in behalf of theft, the:

burglarer of burglary, | the feduceroffedu
tion, the murderer of murder,. the'tia
-of trcafon. Thcrcforc, allhough he'
rcady to allow, that there were. on: ‘the € 1
“tute hooks fom' TAGS of Parlumem !
*perfecucmg ('plnt in matters of rel:g 1



