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purpose, lie was invariably met witli
the reply that British Coliumbia must
stand on its own bottom. The impres-
sion in England at the time, so, exag-
gerated were the reports about the
riches of the new Colony, almost was
that gold grew on treeg. So, for lack
of means alonie, no policy looking to
the extinguislunent of Indian tille, or
indian poliey of any kîind, in fact, was
ever developed up uintil the the time
,British Columbia entered Confedera-
tion. The Indians did not suifer as a
conse,(quence. Thiere were rio injustices
perpetrated upon themn of any kind
and their ineaus of subsistence ini fish,
forest, game and fur-hunting was
ample. Qne of the terms of Union
stipulated that the Domninion of Can-
ada shoiild assume charge of the In-
dians and the trustecship and manage-
ment of the lands reserved for their
use and benefit, and, the federal auth-
orities miglit have smiled over the fur-
ther responsibility involved, that "a
policy as, liberal as that hitherto pur-
suied by the British Columbia Govern-
ment shall be continuced by the Do-
minion Goivernment after the Union"
i respect of the Indians of the South-
eru end of Vancouver Island. In 1851
Sir James Douglas, who had just bren
appointed Governor of the (Jolony ini
succession to Richard Blanshard, cf-
fected a treaty with some of the trilles,
whereby their interest in the land ws,
purchased at a rate whicli figured eut
at abo>ut $10 a square mile, and
reservations were set apart for the Iu-
dians. The celebrated Soughees re-
serve in Victoria West just acros
from the business centre of Victoria

been doue elsewhere in Canada and
in the United States, but even at that
time the great majority of the Indian4
of British Columbia were f ar removed
from the few sparse settiements. The
entîre white population of the pro-
vince at thiat time aceording to a cen.
sus taken by the old colonial goveriu-
ment wvas less than 10,000, and that
was largely centrcd in V'ictoria, New
Westminster and the Cariboo mining
camps. Nobody thouglit about it ap-
parently, and certainly not the In-
diaus, very few of whomn were con-
scions of the change that had been
made in their relations fromn colonial
te federal. It was, not until sera
years later that the Indian question
vas taken up seriously. In 1876 a

convention was, agreed uipon betweeu
the two goveruments te the effeet that
British Columbia should set apart
land as reservations from time te timie
as selpectd by the Indian Commission,
sufficient for the needs of the Indians,
it being further understood and pro-
vided that the lands so selected should
be inecased by the province as the
Indian population inereased and be
decreased and revert to the province
as the kndian population decreased.
In other words, the province retained
a rt-.verqionarv interest in all lands set


