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THE HABIT 0F READIVG.

À man who has the habit of readiîg
wiil nlot refuse a tract. Therearae
oftt-n very good stories in tracts-in
the first page and a hait, that is te say
-the honey-sîneared lips of the cup

which is sunietinies full of worniwood.
Yeu get troni tracts an insight intu the
habits uf costermongers, aid the inci-
dentsi whîch diversify the life of cab-
men (a very convertible ciass>. You
are put un the track of unexpected
analogies, betwaen the dagnerreotype
and conscience, for example, or some
information about the art aid mystery
of rope.making goas befora remarks
(which niay be skipped> about the
bondaga of bad habits. A man with
the habit of reading bas a Mahoni-
madan respect for uil prnted Daper.
Hie fiîd thînugs ha is giad to _know
about in the seraps inserted in the
binding of old books. 1important
facta nîeet him in tha greasy country
newspapers which lie on the tablas of
rural is. lie cnnnot taka up a
mouidy octavo on a stail but he learîs
somathirig froin the retiearclias of a for-
gotten padant. It is true that the
confirmed reader may be missiîg Borne-
thing aise that is worth luoking at in
humai life, whiie he pores over the
productions of the feabie or the mighty
inind@ of old. On the other band, lie
lias se far the advantage over the men-
taIiy dissipated inechanie, that in
averytbing lia reads ha finde grist for
the miii that worka up the soiid liter-
ary vesýtments of old tumes inta the
marketabla shoddy which is the rai-
ment of the modern spirit. Hie is
working at his trade, not negiectii< it,
unleas he is oie of thosa misera of
reading who kaep ail thay find to
thaniseives. Thera is not much to be
ssid for the habit ut reading whan it
meraly ministers te a man's contauîpt
for peuple whu live their lives in the
sun ai tha wind and are caraesa of
boouks.

There is tiîis to be said for the habit
of raading,that ft fils up waste hours as
îothing aise dues, except, perhaps, the
refrashment of smoking. A mai who
can find amusement in anly pinted
trash suifera lasa than others froin long
perioda of waitiîg at raiiway stations.
Ha axhausta the advartisaments, aid

it is strange if he dues not find on the
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bookstail some sixpenîy volume which
makes him laugh or wonder. The very
cheapest and muet trivial literature in-
introduces %/ou to an undreamed ofworld of readers and writers, about
whose intellectuai tastes aid habite
there is nu uihier way of getting infor-
mnation. Whio, for example, would
kuow the whole trutb about the mental
vacuity uf people of faulhion if hae did
not, in sorte forlorn hour and place,
rend the literature which they love aid
healp to cunstruct 1 Who cuuld fathoin
the deeps of popular politica and politi-
cal econoiny withuut aid front the jour-
nais of the uninstructedt Thair novela
are equally strange, and equally re-
ward research.. Tie habit of reading is
invaluable, too, whan a manini wait-
ing at a dentist's or a doctor's. No
hours of waiting for a verdict ean b.
more dreary ; and hae is blessed who
cari bury himsalf in nid numbers of
Punch, in the paper of yesterday, and
in goody-goody books about cruelty' to
animals.

It is a miatake to suppose that aIl
bookw.rms are peuple who have noin
terest in practicai life, and nu power of
deaiing with men aid with circum-
stanices. There neyer was a more con-
firmed bookworm than Napulaun, who
for ail that wau, it wil ha allowed, "la
man of action." In ail hie campaigne ho
carried a travelling library of naval..
Hie had an officiai in Paris to look after
hie iiterary en cas. Just as the life of
a servant waa davotad to keepiîgz a roast
fowl alw-ays ready to ha eaten,su this
literary taster had ta supply Napoleon
with novels eternaily frash. From Mos-
cow, froin Madrid, h e kapt writing for
new noveis, lie often complained that
they were reaUy too bad. He would
read a few pages in hie travelling car-
niage, and then throw the duil volume
out of the window, and turn, voracious,
to a fresh packet. Ha projected a mni-
ature travelling adition of ail readable
French literature, but the publication
in the desired torîn proved too axpen-
Èive, evan for an Emperor. Thisa taste
for trashy neyais wau not peculiar to
Napoleon. Many mei uf active minds,
even when refmned taste is coiubined with
activity, marnyjudgas, barristers, auhol-
ara, find rest and solace ini the very
poorest novais. As long as there is a
plot, and a narrative, and a mystery,
týtey are content.
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