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THE WREATHERS.

I.

'T1s Christmas] the old church tower

Is draped in drifted snow;
- The broad-faced clock chlmes out the hour
With solemnn voice and slow:
llstenmg and white the ivy leaves
Which wrap the ancient wall ;
Icicles hang from the mossy eaves,
And the frost its silver folinge weaves

On panes w here the sunbeams fall.

IT.

By tht. gray old poreh is a band
‘Of old and young and fair.

And n wide-wheeled waggon brought to a stand,
With its goodly burden there: -

These are thc wreathers come nw ay

A mile o’¢: the frozen sod,

To deck with holly, and laurel, and bay,

On the whole year's hest and hrightest’ day,
The hallowed courts of God..

I11.

Thank God ! our nation’s faith
Is not a thing of to-day;

Quyr sleeping sires wore true to the death,
And we would beras they ;

We deck the shrines which the,\ arrayed—
We sing the strains they loved ;

We pray “the very prayers they prayed,

By the sacred vputs where their bones are laid.
Tu the courts in which they moved.

IvV.

Merrily, merrily now tlhiey twine
The bands of glistening green,

Whilst here and there the herries shine,
Blood-red and white between ;

Up and down the dim old aisles.
Pulpit, pillar, and wall,

Never, T ween. in its palmiest day,

1Iad that hoar old chureh been drest more Fay:

They wreathed them one and all.

V.

Brightest "mid that bright hand
Vhose busy fingers ply,

A group of three little w reathers stund
Lahouring earnestly .

She with the dark and’ flowing hair.
She with the laughing eyes,

She with the golden ringlets. whuc

Nestling still, and soft, and fair,
A sunlight ever lies.

VI.

Whilst you are busy here,
Fair little wreathers three.

With light and shade in another sphere
Is wreathing your destiny;

You may call it an idle dréam—
A vision—or what you will.

A glimpse of your future lite I seem

To eatch by the aid of this loitering beam
From this moulded window-sill.

VII.

She with the sunny hair.
° And pale and dreamy hrow.

Shall deck no more with fillets fair
A mouldermg fane helow;

Away, away in the spirit-land.
‘IBre another Christinas shines,

I see her oue of the sainted hand,

With t.Ldele=b palm in deathless haml,
Im Heaven’s holier shrines.’

VI1I.

She with the laughing ey ea,
The sweet and ringing voiee,
Bidding, like song from summer skies,
Barth's w earied unes rejoice
‘I see—I see the bright eyes dim—
Dim with the wellm" tears.
Yet tull of the Heaven-horn joy w hieh springs
From the depths of earthly sorrowings,
In the gloom of after ye: 118

IX.-

She with the darksome locks.
Aund ealin and earnest gaze,

With a iaith tnmoved by a thousand elmcl\q
Looks back on those bright days; :

She gave to her God her green young lite
With its wealth of yearning love;

Now. a grey-haired woman—a widowed wile,

Weiry and worn with the lengthened strite,
e cheers her from ahove.

X

Wieath onin faith and love!.
“Pis not for you to know

What fite is wreathing for you ahove
Whilst you wreath on betow ;

But-the d=ily deeds your: hands Wy do,
The paths your feet have trod,

May gloom or glory:bring to you .
AbO\ e or 'neath the sod:

Ilere, in life’s fair-but Llu.queled scene,

Sce that each heart be drest and zreen,

"~ A temple meet for God. “ l" b

THE SAXON. WASSAIL,
;-Everybody knows that the troubled lnstony ‘of th¢ ancient
British. kingdomn, which. wasg - revived in England for some
time after:the thhdmwul of  the Ronian dominion, - has
‘afforded  subjects . for ‘many: of -thosé. lugends. .of : romantic
chivalry which the modern poct or pmntu chooses for artistic
illustration. 'The reign of -King: or:Prince’. -Arthur, inthe
early part of the sixth century, when all: the west of England,
including the plaing and downs. of Wlltshnc, together w1th
South Wales, was ruled and: defended, it is said, by a Celtic
hero of thd.t name,’ has_cngaged. tlw attention’ of mor¢.than
ong gxcat English poet; and 'l‘ennyson has; in purt at least,
composed- the cpic which.Milton once dcslgn(,d The: hplead
" of thé: Saxon conquest, which'did not extend to Wessex till
-after. the death: of meu, Arthur,” was attended likewise in
other:parts of the:island w ith some incidents of glult dramatic
and plctuubque interest; vwluch Liave al\v.tys kept astloug

“hold on the mmgnmtlon of the English pwplt, Phese stories <f,;mhm .Lbly puhhcd

are: vividly related’by, the monkish clironiclers, . who s¢emn the
“more inclined to dwell pnthetlcall y declmc and fall of

the British 1udcpendmt sovereignty, because the: Britons of
, tlmt age, as well ag the Irish: and: the Celtic nations. of: Gaul; - g
) whll(, the..
;“Augustine;'a hundxcd years -
later, were obstmate,ly oppom,d to Chmtlan teac]ung and:”
n’the: blogx.».phy,f
i.(.oxm, and’ u\spu,t  the propertics,” look at the effectis
Jof sscenery, and “in-duetime i to witness: the: rehearsa

- the Britons,”. nmratm the events of, the reign ¢ of Vmbxgem, B
i vt ius vesided in-the
V l(l lﬂDl\UOlls are, unublul in ﬂllb way

huu.h

‘ ‘_vout ndheu.nts of th(. orthodox

"Phis; motlve 15 curi 1bly“sh_ow1‘1
anus, Bishop:o s
woxk, appmcntly, .of somie; pnssugua m "N umms’ iy

,aucwnt, probably  British, ccclesmstlcal writers.

beha.vmm of Hongxst and Horsa, after theu‘ Iaudmg and

settlement in the-Isle of ‘Thanet (in the neighbourhood of

Ramsgate and Margate), is here displayed ;” with the credulous
folly of the British Monarch ingranting to Hengist the whole

province of Ceintland, or Kent, from which the Saxons after-

wards proceeded ‘to make themselves masters of ‘the other
home countics. - T'he story is again told, with:some amplifi-
cations, by Geoffrey of Monmouth a much more modern
author, who only ‘compiled, however the' statement of the
From his
narrative, therefore, we shall quoté the'characteristic ancedote
which has been chosen by the artist, Mr. James Godwin, for
the subject: of one of our illustrations in ‘this Christmas
number. This scene; our readers will observe, is described as
having taken place about the year 450, in thc Thouse of the
Saxon chiceftain Hengist, then rcsiding not in the Isle of
Thenet, but at Caistor, in Lincolnshire. - For Henglst as the
ally of ng Vort;gcm had led the Saxon warriors northward
to fight against the -savage Picts beyond the Humber; and
Vortigern had rewarded ‘him already with large estates in a
district called Lindsey, and with a castle which was named
in the British language Kaer-correi,” and in the Saxon was
called Thancaistre; there being a sﬂly old legend, borrowed
from that of the foundlng of Carthage, of the gmnt of as
much land for its wte as might be covexed with a bull’s hide,

which, having been cut into a ¢hong of leather, inclosed a con-
siderable circuit. ~With this preface, remmlung that Vorti-
gern had just agreed with his friend Hengist to send for some
fresh Saxon 1emfotccments, we may lcave Geoffrey of Mon-
mouth to tell the tale :—

“ In the meantime, the messenger returned from Germany
with cighteen ships full of the best soldiers ‘that they could
get. 'I‘hey also brought along - with them TRowena, the
dau"htu of Hengist, one of the most accomplished bw.utles
of that age. After their arrival, Hengist invited the King to
his home, to view his new bulldmgs and the new soldiers that
were come over.  The King readily accepted his-invitation,
but privately, and, having hlo'hly commended the mavmﬁ-
cence of “the bmldmg, enlisted -the men into his service.
Here he was entertained at a Royal banquet ; and; when that
was over, the young lady came out of her chamber bearing a
golden cup full of wine, with which she appxoached the King,
.md making a low. curtsey, said to him, ¢ Lauerd King, waes
heil . The King, at the sight of the lady’s face, was, ona
sudden, both surprised and inflamed with her beauty, and,
c.zl]mv to his interpreter, asked him what she said, and what
answer he should make her. ¢ She called you “ Lord King,”

said the interpreter, ¢and offcred to drink your health; Your

answer to her must be, ¢ Drink heil 1"’ Vortigern accordingly
answered, ¢ Drink heil !’ and bade her drink; after which he
took the cup from her hand, kisstd her, and drank himself.
From that time to this it has been the custom in Britain that
he who drinks to anyone: says, ¢ Waes® heil |’ and ke that
pledges him answers, ¢Drink heill’ Vortigern being now
drunk with the varlety of liquors, the devil ‘took this oppor-
tunity to enter into his heart and to make him in"love with
the (hmsd so that he became suitor to her father:for her.
It was, I say, by the devil’s entering into his heart that he,
who was a Christian, should fall in love with: a Pagan: ' By
this example, Hengxat being a prudent man, discovered the
King's levity, and consulted with. his brother Horsa and the
other ancient men present, what to: do in'relation to ‘the
King's request.  They unanimously advised him to give him
his daughter, and, in consideration of her, to demand the
Province of Kent. Accordingly, the daughter was, without
delay, delivered to Vortigern, and the Province of Kent to
Hengist, without the l\uowledgc of* Gorangan, who had the
«rovunment of it. The King the same mght married the
Pagau lady, and became extremely: delighted with . her, by
which he quickly. brought: upon - hlmsdf the hatred of the
nobility and of his own sons.” -

The subsequent misfortunes; of the soft-hca.lted British
monarch; who would neither oboy ‘the counsel .of Bishop
Germaniis to expel the hes wthen Saxons and to form a defensive
league” with the Christians of . Gaul; nor would follow the
spmt. -d c\.nuple of his own.son Vommel in . resisting the
progress of the foreign invaders, necd- only just be touched
npon here; - There was another: feast to which this infatuated
Vortigern was invited, with three hundred . of his nobles, in
the p.tl‘u.c of Hengist, not many years after his marriage with
the fair-haired: Lady Rowana It was the Saxon custom' (as
may be observed in our.illustration of the Wassail scene) for
the guests at o banquet ‘to leave their \\capous in, the hall
outside. ~ Vortigern and the other Britons, in dmmg‘ww‘h
Hengist, conformed, of course, to, this rule.”
erous host says \"anus t had ;ordered - three “hundred
Saxous to conceal cach a’ Kuife' ‘under. his foot, and to mix

with the Britons, :so that cach- man’ of the: luttel should sit:

next his enemy ;. and after they had eaten and drank, and

wete much intoxicated, Hengist: auddeuly cried out ¢ Nimed
eure Suxes!’ and mbtautl) his: followers drew their knives, -
and rushing upon- the Britons, cach slew:him that sat next

him ; and there were slain three hundred of the nobles. of
Vortigern,  The King, being ciptive,: pmchascd his redemp-

“tion by delivering up the: tlnu, ‘Provinces of: Essex, Sussex;

and Middlesex, bumdus other dlsmcts, -at the optlon of his
bc.tl.u ers.y L

‘It remains to be ddded that bt Gu m.mus since" the bmve
Prince Vortimer had died some time. before, took .upon;-him-

‘self a‘sort of dictatorship of . the British- rea.lm and: fought -
“agaibst Hengist with considerabic:success ;™
Jmppy Vortigern, with Rowum his fatal Saxon bride, u.tlcat(.d;

N .
o a cnstle on the river Towoy, and shut himself up Lhers, - curious; and as such it was.shewn to & number of people, and :

\V])l le? the un-

attended: by 'some courtiers and hv the clérgy, praying mght
and dny for.the. pmdon of his sins, | ¢ But on the, third night;
at_the third hour, five fell: from lw.wm ‘and* burnt. up tht,
castle’; and- Vontlgun and’ thie : daughter ‘of: Hengist, and his
other’ wn'es, and all the mhalu.untb, both" men: and’ ‘women,
Such was the.end, of - this unlmppy

ng RIS

cost X and.: mms, the

most popnlm c.,\h1lnt,mns of the! scasoh'
‘Lelieve; in some cases, o bid ‘few o

mifriendly

t

. favourable “opinion .of the .professed connoisseurs.
_practice would not, indeed, be likely to have much cffcet if it

-of the press;

~would be. a"nice doll to be sustex to . their old Doily, while.

‘ment.

:But the treach- .
fact; into cach other ; and at ubout 8 or 10 fect from the ground

‘or 30 inches apart; and all parts where bcpmatu are.com

-and 30: mches in diameter,:
foﬁ it scems qmta., solid

“state, as ‘there is'no. bark remaining upon'it, except a little at "
~~one place.
“be 12 or-14 feet high, that part sbove the opéning 8 or 10 fect, ™

~All the dimensions are mere wuesses ;-asat the tlmc of mo.l\mg ,,

. the same; root are..not at; all uncominon, but:we are:not awa

“and other. woods, of - strmght fibre, at least not to such'an e
"tent a» that shewn m ‘the. stump‘:we ‘uwe 111ustmtcd

“their custom; \vo :

A ing his old one
privilege: wlnch i8.80 ﬂattumg ‘to the judgment, and. whlchf;
appeils so duectly to the candour of the persons mvlted “who
plocuw thc eallmst mul most ex--

cluswc I\nowledgc of thosc matters, always eagx,rly and =
curiously discussed by a portion of the general public, is sure -
to be valued—such, at least, is the manager's calculation, and
by this delicate form of brlbery does ‘he hope to securc the
This

were resorted . to’ with the expectation of conciliating those
most austere and fastidious guardians of a pure taste and lofty
standard ‘of excellence, in regard to the Fine Arts, who dis-
patch the musical, dramatic, and other artistic criticism -
for those gentlemen,: having: in their vast
experience already seen and heard all that can cver be created -
or conceived, must of course be indifferent to the temptations
of a Private View. -

Little childien, happily for them and for us, are differently
dl&pOSF‘d ‘they ﬁud things new and beuutlful at every turn,
for thurs is the frank and grateful willingness to be plvascd
which lends the illusions of its own bright fancy and warm.
enthusiastic “affection to aid even the feeblest and most
meagre: represéntations 'of that which is fair and grand and
noble. - The boy and girl, who have not yet:been spoiled by
the contagion of a censorious and denying spirit, will gladly
accept, and from the fresh abundance of their free imagina-
tions w111 completc and glonfv, your story, your picture, or
your play.

Yet there arc some cases in which the opportunity of n
Pxivate YView may be no less seductive to children. Not that®
any child can be presumed ‘capable of selling its verdict of
approbation for the privilege of a first peep ; nor can we doubt .
but, on the contrary, its enjoyment of the ﬁnal display would
be gleatly diminished by having witnessed the preparations,
and so more- or less anticipated the effect. DBut thers isa
pecuh'u' relish, even to the most artless and . innocent minds,
in such morsels of gratification surreptitiously obtained, which.
seem not indeed to make one happy at the expeusc of the
others, but to gain him the indulgence a little sooner, without
depriving thcm of  the' pleasure they are still to exprot.,
Morally, of course, this principle is not justifiable; and,
prudentnlly, it is a great mistake in'the long run; for where
the cake is equally: dwndcd the boy who does not wmt to eat
his share at the hour of the general feast is doomed to want -
another slice, which he shall not get, when his comrades arc
munching with unanimous and mature delight. But. the
little German.boy, Wilhelm Melster who slipped into his
mother’s store-closct and opened the b0\ of puppets which she
had provided for the Christimas show, enjoyed then and theru
his solitary rchearsal of the m:uvcllous play of # Goliath and

‘David,” ¢« with that fearful stolen satisfaction which forms,”

as Gocthe remarks, -¢‘no ‘small - part of the pleasures of
chitdhood.” : R
The treacherous good nature of a nursemaid—so may the :
reader ‘conjecture—has permitted three or four young
spectators of the Christmas-tree, shown in one of our illustra-
tions, to taste this perilous and unadvisable enjoymeni of
seelng before the due time, and in a very improper place; the
rich and splendid fruitage of that celebrated plant, whu,h
blooms, in the warm -rays of thc festive hearth, on the night =/
of the 24th of December. It is a very improper place, as any
mother of a family would say. A Christmas-tree in bed! Wh ¥
it's turning the world upside down, to.think of such a thing: .
‘What if the children did lic awake talkmg about it; Miss nI’u ¥
and Miss Lucy in their bed together, saying they hopcd there:

Master Frank, in his cot, was calling out to them and saying -
he knew his papa had blou«'ht home a lotof swords; and whips,
and drums ?°- 'Was that.any reason for going and fetching the.
Christinas-tree "out of the back parlour, where their. mammn‘
and Aunt Jane had left it when it ‘was_finished, ‘meaning to
have it locked up in the coal-cellar and kepb there all next
day, to be brought outat e party in. the evening, between-
the last game" of forfeits aad the supper? (,utmnly not

This_is. very wrong. "Nuarse, we havea gle'lt mind to give:

you warning. Take w'nnmg—-not to do so again. -And, God
bless these children! will they éver go to sleep, now tlmt, they
have seen” the Christmas-trée:? " 'Oh ! you foohsn libtle folky
all yonr pleasule th-morrow; mght will be spoiled ; and whet
the trce is ever so beautifally lighted up, you w1ll not cau. 30"
much about it, bcca.use of tlus anatc Vlew

Al NATURAL CUhIOSITY

We: gnvc in thls issuc an 1llustnuon of a pine btump whxc]
exhibits'a singular- freak in: the ‘process of natural develop-
It stands onthe south-west part of Lot No. 15, Firat
range - west of the Township of Caledon, Co. Peel, Ont.. It
seems to have been two trees growing vex y close towetlu.x-—m

they are separated into two, and  arc at some: places. about-24

pletely round and. pxetty Izuge trees, somewhere between 20
“:When they unite;they. form’ one
‘large tree. Tt has a'ciack in'it on-the 8§, E: ‘side dnmmbhmg
as it ascenda and: two’ or: three feet belew wlhiere it is broker
the top, which'is broken' off, is
1ymg a little, from: the 1oot and is solid and lmg(,-—proba.blv :
three fect'in dmmutex "It seems to have stood long in'a‘dead

"T'he: opening ‘between the two ermate troes, may

and the diametor at tlu, bLroken ‘part from 30 inches to 3-feet.”

“thé sketch no atteuhon was paid to the real sizes of the dif- -
ferent pmts ‘it was mexely sketched in: ‘passing; as somethmg

gunemlly wg'uded as'a cunos:ty Among the gmuly km"s
of: timber ' growth - instances of sepmatxon and re:tinion .upon.”

that it has-ever beon: ‘very. often Lemzul\ed among . the pin

‘Fm_nco, who'received n letter from his son:
gi ng:. lum to send hi and ome: money
ywilli X ompl

'he télcgmph, procured
A lubourel 1eturmn

sce: liow “the, wires:ha



