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Nvhen we tee lier, and if 1 lis* tom ber dresa as 1
,lid Miss Morley's this morning, she would flot have
sent me away erying-would you, sissy dear ?"

ccYes,1 Kate, if yeu had been naughty,"1 returned
Clara, strfring by a sign to silence the clamourous
littie group, and bending down ber leveiy face, se as
almost to bide it ini the elustering ringlets of the
child.

'leNo, yqp wouid not-would she be cross, cousin
Charles 11' and tbe persevering little questioner ap-
peaied to Castieton, who at that moment erossed the
apartment towards her.

CCNeyer, Kate, ber nature Is ail sweetness,e lie
iinswered in a fervent tone, and taking- tbe littie
crature froul Clara'. arms, be pressed ber fondiy in
his own.;

Glad to maire ber escape, Clara giided away to-
wards the sofa, where Grace stiil reclined-but tliis
littie scene bad flot produced a very amiable effect
upon ber 'temper-sbe saw that tbe chuldren's re-
raarks9 were not lot upon Charles, and alie was ex-

*cessively annoyed te hate Clara represented to him,
in a liglit so much more attractive tban herseif.
Clouds ôversbadowèêd ber briglit and beautiful brdw,
and when Clara, hoping te tumn ber thouglits into a
pleasant eliannel, aioke cf the pie-nie, and kindly
asked lier If slie wouid like to juin the excursion,
she coldly replied:

IlThat if lier liead continued to, ý he as it did
then, she should ha incapable of any enjoyment, and
fit only for ber pfflow-but she begged net to inter-
fere with 'the plana of others, or ha the. means of
marring any ope's peasure, especially that of the
chuîdren, by detailiing Clara front tbem,' who
seemed-"l and lier lip sliglitly curled, "to be se
essential te their liappiness."

«Tlicy would cartaily prefer my accempanying
tbem,»' sald Clara, wîtli ber aceustomed gentlenesa
cf ton. and tuanner; "but even littie Kate la old
enougli te sacrifice lier wisbes unrepiningly to the
comfort of others, and 1 doubt net, ail cf them willi
4bundautlY enjOY t" day, eYeU sliould 1 remain at
homne, whiel I shall clieerfully do, unIes. you are
able and Inclined to join the party. But let me do
aemethig for your bnad, dear Grace ; 1 will send t
these nolsy chuldren itway, and bathe it in eau de
Cologne, and 1 doubt Dot it wiil b. quite well te- c
raerrow." t

"'Let me kiàs you befere I1go, sister," said Kate, b
&toôping dewn <rom Caitletoa's arms, *hio stood bys
holding lier in silence, and stretching eut lier dira.L
l1 liads tewards Clama The etabraee was given

04d retu.rnbd, and as ah. suid down te go away, shae
,ast asi'arch glane et Gvaee, and rogiiibiy plgck- b
iug tic rose frosit ber hair, tihew kt et Charles, and 1
% laughing <rom, thse rmun. Miss Morley started p
U' eudeavoueed te »mile, but it wau plain toee n
hOW, nsuel obe 'as annydý by thea wid ýfreedo fg
~'% e tfrshild. Buttler.fkir flâc. aimhld anmored

complacent expression, when Chiarles, as though it
were a precicus deposit, placed the stolen flower in
bis bosom, and findinog Ierself again the sole object
of thouglit and attention, her animation and good
humour by degrees returned. Charles sat on a* bew
ottoman assiduousiy tannin g her, while Clara'. lit-
tle soft band batbed ber temples witb eau de Ce-
logne, and thus ministered te, and amnused, abe be-
came once more the brilliant and fascinating beaut.y,
wbose faults were lest in the assumed sweetness of
lier manners ati disposition, or forgotten in the
cliarma of lier varied and lively conversation. -

The following morning dawned briglit and clcud-
less, and the gay veices and busy feet cf thse cl-
dren ivere hefld4rom, their apartment, even before
tihe alirill note of chanticleer proclaimcd its ap-
preacli. Miss Morley tee, rose with renovatedi
liealtli and spirits, deciaring berseif well enougli te
join the pic-nie, and locked forward witb mucli
pleasure te the promised enjoyments of tise day.
She wislied te go on bArsebaek, and Chiarles and
Clara, wbc were experienced equestrians, giadly
acceded te thse proposaI. Mi.- and Miss Girey,
some frionds cf Clara's, aise rode witb tiser, while
Mr. and Mrs. listey, with Mrs. Derracot and ber
sister, ocetipied oue carniage, and tlie clildre cf the
two'families, with their nurses, tlie etiier. It wai
still earîy wlien the party set eut, and Mr.ý Grey,
wlie was an admirer cf Clara's, immediately at-
taclied hisuseif te lier, uer could she aveld feeling
wouudcd, at tbe willingness witli whieli ber cousin
Charles yielded ber entirely te bis care. Fer him-
self, lie seemed cempletely fascinated by Miss Mer-
ley, and beautiful indeed she iooked, as gracetfiIîy
slie managcd ber higli spirited steed, and bent ber
bniglit gylowing face gaily towards Castieton, cen-
versing as alie rode. witli unalfected case and vïi-
racity.

"4Could 1 ha thus absorbed by another," t.bougbe
Olas'a, "11and ha wltisin hearing of my iMeIe Ill atA
a pang sbot tisrough ber beart as ahe simd heraelf

he question. IlOh, man kncws nothing cf tise in-
censity and ferveur cf that sentiment whicb springs
ip in tise besrt cf weman-nothing of its self devo.
ion, its concentration cf thouglit and feeling anxd
urpoae-leeking wlth fend desire but te crie end,
ircumscribing its enjoyments and bepes witliin enè
nagie cirele, wliich, hcwever limited it may be, is
îread eneugis for the wide expansion of these tender
yuspa*lsles sud montions tisat censtitute ber le-

Sucli were thse thouglits of Clara IIsley, as se
ontrssted lier lover's conduct ýwitb wbat would
ave been ber ewn, under similar cireumatances.
lut ber's was a well diseiplined: isd, fortificd by
rinciples, that ebuld alon*esu#Wàn ber'under life's
'any sud varWe trials, and wlihel nabled lier
ratèuuly te, enjoy thse -biesslngs ef 'ber lot, eveu if
ehwfved of one.dear'asd eberished soufce cf bappi.
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