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Family Circle.
THE CLALMS AND RESPONSIBiLITIES OF
STLP MolHERS.
Continued from Page 250

A fomals who undertakes the traming ol
children whose mother 15 iving, 18 not wihways,
placed wn an eaviabls pusiwon Lias her duty
to curb the passwns, to regulate the conduct,
aud to culuvate the mwnds of her yuwulhtul
chaige; no hyht task under the most lavorabie
cirenmstances, espeandly as the wather re-
sorvos to herself the privilege of supplying the
wiants and gratfyilyr tho wishes of the chindren
But the mother feuls that she 1srelieved from
thesmost difficult part of her duty, by the cou-
scientious substitute she has obtamed, and con-
siderately observes, that “the Gavesuess wuy be
rather strict about lessons and orals, but she
does her duly, and she cannot by expected to
feel exactly as a mother does’ No, the Gov.
erness; with all her diffi-ulties, and they are
neither few nor small, 1s not expected 1o feel
exncily &s a mother does” Butis the snme
charity ‘extended to the step-mother? Is not
sho expeeted both to fuel and to aet exactly hke
a mother?

The children of a former wile should be in-
structed by their fatker and the friends of thexn
owun mother, to receive with thankfulness the
aftention and the kindness bestowed on them
by their new relative. They should be taught
to regard-her not as amother, but as a valua-
ble substitue for the beloved parent whoin it
has pleased Providence to-romove ; as one who
is able and willing-to 1ncrease the soral and
domestic “happiness of the family circle; as
their fattier’s wife, werthy of esteem ; as therr
mother’s representative, deserving of kmdness
and aflection. Alas I we fear but fow fumbes
are thus prepured to receive among them-her
who ought -to constitute thewr hight, and lile
and-joy.

But'is the young wile always reasonable in
henexpectations 7 Is she prepared to éncoun.
ter the peculiar dufficulties ol her aew relation,
with that pauent kindness, that gentie firmuess,
s0 essential to success? She must not expect
to.find.in the motherless children of whom she
ig-about to take charge, that full flow of love
which . none but a other can inspire, which
none but a.mother oughttolook for.  Affection
cannot spring up in the hearts of children at a
fathor's command, nor ought it to be required
It must .bo the natural result of kiuduess
roccived, and of comlorts enjoved, by them.

‘Che Step-noiher, if pioperly alive to the un.
portant- position she-holds, will make it her first
object to secure the respect of her adopted child-
ren by judicious treatment, and by evineing, 1n
all-her domestic arrangements, an anxiety to
promote their happiness and welfare.  She wili
be more desirous that they should regard her
asa kind and tender friend, than that they
should obey her bocause she has been wmvested
by thirir father with the name und anthonty of
a mother.  She will strive to convince them that
she loves ‘them, for the sake of that father on
whom she has bestowed' her hand and her
heart; that she prues them, because they have
bean deprived of the mother who watched over
their tender infancy, and tramed their early
childhood. She will-tefl them that though she
may aot bo able enurely to fill the place of the
dear parent they have lost, she hopes to be able
to make them more happy than they were
whilst without waternal care.  She will explain
to them that, though they may have to submit
1o more restrictions, and to act with greater re-
gularity, than they have lately been nceustom
cd to, they wmay be assured that it will ubi
mately contribute to their happiness.

A proper understandiag of this kind will be
absoluteiy needful between the older children of
a family and the newly-arrived wife, in order to
secure permanent peace. To those who are too
young to know the loss they have sustained, it
would be unkind to explain 1t ; let them regard
as a wother her Wwho takes upon herselfl the
dutics and responsibilitics of the maternal re
fhtion,

She who intends conscientiously to act a
mother’s part towards ‘her liusband’s children,
will be as wishful to know how to perform her
inportant duties ac a mother would be. She
will find no great difficulty in securing theaffec-
tion of the younger children, and she will en-
deavor to turn this feehng-to account m their
carly moral and:intelicctual traming.

Wé.warn young mothers to guard against
making their children mere playthings on the
one hand, or idols vn the other  ‘These are er
rors into which there is no danger of step-moth-
ers falling, and:thus far they have an advan-
tage. They are able to enforce obedience and
excrcise discipline, without that sacrifiec of
feeling from which the real mother oo often
shrinks: if they hiave to watch over themselves,
1t is that they toay. avoid either a too stringent
exercise of the power with waich they are inves-
ted, or a total indifference to the welfar of their
charge.

‘But the step-mother-must not only avoid evil,
but she must shun jts appéarance in_her treat-
ment-of het husband’s chuldren. The disci-
pline-which would-be thought bighly praise-
worthy:in a.mother, which would be spoken of as
aprogl of her judgment, firmness, and self-comn-
maad, would in her substiinte be regarded as
evere and cold-hearted. 'The werld in general

8 inclined to attribule tw the laner, mo
twes the very veverse of what they would
attnbute o the former, even under ox-
actly simitar esrcamstances  The  tather also
15 aptto tnak,of he be too prudent to say —
T hewr own mother wonld uwet have hLeen so
steset,” torgetung that ke ticht hace maorned
a woman of whom he would have been con-
stratt]  to exclwm, * Thew own wnother would
bave kept them mbetter order ”

Li such be the difficultes which the step-
mother has (o cacounter 10 tratnine tho yo |
et children of a lormer wife, what wust she
meet with from the older ones? I'he wnitpr's
avtention has been dirceted to ting suhject for
several years; and the reauit of her own obser
vauos. and the opinton of those on whose judg-
ment she places great conlidence, 1s, that where-
ever 1t 1s practieable, the ulder children of the

family should be sent to schacl for a short time
At frequently  happens that there 1s o great dif

lerence between the personal and domestic hab-
s ot the-chuldyen and their new velative, 1t
the father have made a jadicious second chuice,

the probability 1s, that he has selected a woman

whose habits of neatness and order are sadly at
vaniance with the habits of disorder and srvegu.
lanty, which have crept wto his household du-
ring theallness of his former wite, and the period
ta.which he has had no suffirentdy iufluential
person at the head of his family.

1t is much easiet to conceive than to describe
the collision which talkes place when a second
wile enters a-household,, where disarder and un.
tidiness reign rampant  She  bezins zealously
and actively to regulate and restrain, and isim-
mediately reproached with destroying all com-
fort. Doubtless she may destroy the romfort
which 1esults from  sioth and self indaigence:;
but ghe hopes in their place to mtroduce the
more enhvening and permnant comfort which
vesults fromn wdustry and activity  Here Jet
her beware how she proceeds she treads on
shppery ground, and must act with extreme
eantion  She shonld endeavor to convinee ithe
judgment of those:who are old enough to be
nfluenced by reason, as well asto work on
their self-love, by printing out the many advan.
tages ‘which wonld fol'low a thorongh reforma.
tion of domestic and personal habits.  She
must be content to sap and mine. belore she
attempts to overthrow | or in stnving to rase
the superstructure which sloth and selfishness
have reared, she may destroy her happiness,
and prevent her fature usafulness.

The diflienhties of her position will be lessen-
ed by placing the older chiliren at a well con-
ducted boarding-school, their habits, and:iaor-
als, as. well as thew intellectual powers, will be
carefully coltivated  Such schaools, we hesitate
not to state, tnay now he- feand in every En-
glish enunty ; schools conducted by men and
women of education, sense ani piety, who stiive
easrientiously to perform their onerous -duties
as in the sight of (God, as well as of man.

The children thus removed from a home
which has ton fong been neglecied, tind them-
solves pliead in a situation where they can
draw no mvidions compansons. All are treat.
ed-altke, and no one ran say, “ It would not
have been thus hal my awn i ther ived.'—
They see clearly that, .cithout the restrictions
and regularties which exist at schoul, there
could-be no camfort either for teachers. or pu-
pis; and. they areled to conclude, that the
good- habuts they were desited to formn at home
woull have teided'tn proinote their owa and
others’ happiness.  Their visits o.home during
the holidays will now be looked forward to with
with pleasure © what seemed supersfluvas strct-
ness before they left it, will now be regarded-as
comparalive velaxaliva

If the step mother be truly alive to her own
welfare, und desirous to promote that of Ler
husband and his childeen, she will not neglect
during these visits, to cultivate the affecuon,
and secure the esteem,of the chiddren. She
will encourage them to Jouk furward with plea-
snre to the period when their education will Le
completed. aud they will agan Leoome perma-
neut residents at home.  Shc will puiat out w0
them the various means by which they .may
be able to add to the geaeral stuck of domesuc
happiness, and by which they may promote
their own interests, and. the well bewng of the
family. If she be. a woman of enlighiened
piety, she will impress upon their youibiul
minds the necessity of seehing the ouly true
source of peace and joy, even in that renewal
of the heart, and that subjugativn of the will,
which true rehigion can alone effect.  She wi'l
strive to convince them, thut though the luss
they have sustained may never be .utuely sup-
plied, they may with confideuce regaid her as.
next to their father, their most fuunhful and tnost
judicious friend.

Itis possible that o second wile may be in-
troduced to a lamily where soine ol.its members
are too old to be sent to schovl. A new class
of difliculties is here presenicd ; and grace and
wisdonm from above are indeed needed 1n order
to overcome them,~—nor these alone.  She must
now seck the cordial co-operation of her has
band ; not that he may exercise his authonty,
and command the oatward forms of respect on-
ly; these will not suffice to satisty the heart;
or to secure that corldial good understanding
without which .there will be'no reaf happiness.
I£ there bo sons-only. there will be little danger
ol collision . théy wii be occupred with busi-
ness or with study, and will not be sorry to see

ar amrble and intelligent wolnan added to the
soctal party.  But with daughiers it will be
very (ruﬂ'wrent, espocially if they hase fur sume
ume mensged their fathors’ domestr  aflasrs,
and presied at his table.  They will feel the
mtrodncuon of a second wife ns w usuprpation
t thew power and their privileges, they will
veqinre much  selfcoratnand fue them to ve-
tre with grace gnto the shade A juadicivus
step-mother witl, under such sircumstances, en
deavor so to arrange domestic duties, as to give
1w each her appropriate share, so that the
daughters may sl feel themselves of impor
tanee 1w the houseaold, and by presouted fromn
snffermy that evaue and listlessuoss which most
surely lead to discontent
TO BE CONTINUED

—

Geographic and Idistoric.
DECILIVITY OF RIVERS.

A very slight decilivity serves to give run-
ning motion  Three wches per mile, in a
stmooth straught channel, give n velociy of
about three unles an hour.  ‘T'he Ganges which
gathers the waters of the Hamalay mountains,
the lofuest 1n the world, 1s, 1800 miles trom its
mouth, only 800 fert above the level of the sea
—that is, about twice the height of St. Paul's
Charch n London, or the height of Aurthur's
Seat near Edinburgh; and to fall these 850
{eet, in 1t Ms long course, the water requires
more than a month. The great niver Magua-
na, 10 south Amenea, runming 1000 miles be-
tween two ridges of the Andes, talls 50 feet only
in all thatdistance.  Abuve the commencement
of the thousand miles, 1t 15 seen. descending in
rapuls and cataracts brom the mouniawns,  Lhe
sigantic R de la Plata has so gentle a.de-
scent 10 the vcean, that Paraguay, 1600 mies.
from s -mouth large shps are seen, which have
sailed against the curreat all the way, by the
furce of the wind alone—that s to say.on the
beautiful inclined  plaoe of the strearn have
been gradually hfied by the soft wmnd, and
even aganst the current, to an elevation great-
er than: that of our luftiest spires.

— o erm—
BOTANY OF THE ENGLISH SETTLEMENT
ON THE SWAN RIVER.

"The first impression which the vistor to tins
settlement recuives s not favorable.  Lhe whole
counutry between Fremantle and Perth, a dis-
tance of ten.miles, is composed vt gramte-sand,
with which is 1nixed a small proporuontofl vege-
table mould. Tluis unfavorable description of
soil.is covered with a coarse scrub, and an n-
mense forest of barksia-trees, red guns, and
several varieties of the encalyptus, The bank-
sia is a paltry tree, about the seize of an apple
tree in an Laglish or French orchard,. perfecily
useless as timber, but affurding an inexhausuble
supply of fire wood. Beswdes the trees 1 have
mentinned, there 15 the nanthorea, or grass-tree
1 plant wluch cannet be mtelbgibly described
to thuse who have never seenit. The stem
cousists of a- tuugh pithy substance, round which
the lcaves aie forined.  'These, lvog and taper-
ing like the rush, are lour-sided, and extremely
brittle, the base from wluch they shoot 1s broad
and flat* abuat the size of a thum-nail; aud very
resinous in substance. As the leaves decay
annually, others-ate put forth above the. bases
of the uld oues, which are thus pressed down
by the new shoots, and a fresh circle 1. added
every year to the growing plant. Thousands
of acres are cuvered with tus sigular vegeta.
ble production. dnd the traveller at hus might
bivouac is always sure of a glorious fire from
the resinuus stews of the grass tree and a com-
fortable bed fivn its leaves.— Landor s Western
Australia. o

WINTER IN SPITZENBERGEN.

The single night of this-drendiul country be-
gins about the 30th of October ; the sun: then
sets, and never appears till about the 10th -of
February A glimmering indeed continues
some weeks: after the setung of the sun ; then
suceed clouds and thick darkness, broken by
the light-of the moon, which is as luminous as
in Logland. and during. this long night shines
with. unlading Justre.  The cold strengthens
with the new vear, and the:sun is ushered in
with an unusnal severity of frost. By the mid-
die of March the cheerful light grows.strong. —
Arcnce foxes leave their hola, and the sea-fowl
resort 1n:great-nunbers to their breeding places.
I'he sun-seis no  more.after the 1dth of May;
the distinction of day and hight.is then lost.—
In the height of summer the sun 1s not hot
enough to melt thestar on the.decks of shisps.

THE CALMUCK TARTARS.

Calmuck women nide better than the men
A male Calinuck.on horseback looks as if he
was.mtoxicated and hkely to.fall off” every in-
stant, though he.never looses s seat ;. but the
women sit with more ease, and ride with extra-
drdinary skall.  The ceremony of marriage
among the Calmucks is -perfurmed on horse:
back. A girl is first mounted, who rides off
at full speed. Her lover pussues; and if he
overtakes. lier, she becoines his wife, returning
with.bim to his.tent. But it sometimes. hap-
hens that the woman does not wish to marry.
the person by whotn she is sursved, in which
case she will not suffer hiim to overtake her;
and-we.were assured that uo instance ocems-of a
calmuck girl being thus caughtun'ess she has a
partality for her jursuer—Dr Clarke's Travels
i Russia, §e.

A MLAICAN PYRAMID.

The pyramid ol Cholulu hus been recently
mensured by sume Amenicun othicers, and g
hewght is given ws 204 feet. Humbold, the
traveller, makes 1t onty 102 iret, but be used 5
barometer, whale the Amencan officers meas.
ured 1t with a sextant. ‘bhe height of thyg
pyranid 1s nearly halt as great as that of (hy
pyramud of Chicopsin kigypu! The pyramid of
Cholula is quadrangular in torin, and  truneg.
ted, the areat of the apex beng 1635 feet square
On thus arcear tunineiiy stood a heathen temple,
aow supplumied by tie Gothue churel of oy
Lady Lorewto. tue temple on this pyramiy
was, i the days o1 Coites, b sort of Mecea, 19
which all the surrounding tribes, lar and neay,
made an anuual pigrimage, held u tair and at
tended the husnibie human sucnfices peculiar o
thewr superstition,

OPIUM TRADE.

Mr Wilhams, author of the oxtensive, able,
and mnteresting work ou Chiuna—+'I'he Middig
kingdom"'~—lately made some very interesting
statements in retation 1o the trade  opium and
its use and eflects in Chioa.  He st ted that
the kingdom of Stam was alinost broken up
vonsequence of smoking tus arucle, and the
accompanying advices ot gambling and drink.
ing.  The hiquors wnportrd there are much
strouger than any arrack they can make,

It was the opinion of Mr Withams that from
45,000 to 50.000 chests of oprm, of 132 ibs,
cach, are annually nnported, and this together
with other articles cansed & grest dimmmuuon
ol specie which was the principal reason that
aovernment wierfered wuh the English wer
chants 1o the sale of this drug.  Swice, 1840 he
said one hundred aud torty nulhuns ot dudars,
m specie had  been  sert out of the country,
mostly for opium, of which twenty-seven mi-
ons—3six from Canton and twenty one from
Nankin—were paid 10 the Enghish. T'o teach
a confirmed opium sinoker, he said, was almost
hopeless  T'he-Chiness never chew oplum- ex-
cept to commit swierde.  I'hey comence the
use of opwum by smoltmg one or two pipes
datly, and go on unul they becomno perleetly
victunised.

They limit their smoking to the expense
of about one shilling per day; it they exceed
ihaly :they thwk themsctves on ithe roud :to
ruin,

‘T'his is supposed to he very detrimental 1o
government, as the Chinese have uo loans-or
stocks, but.are thrown upun the resources of the
country and the precivus etals therein,.—
Hence the necessity of stringeat measures 1o
keep money m the country. It was because
they elt that they were rapidly becoining puot
that they seized and destroyed.cleven. millions
of dollars’ worth-of opium.

In China,itis death, by’ law,.to smoke opinm,
or engage iu the trade; butthe.abuse1s winked
at by government. ‘Throughout te gréater
part of China, population and prodwcton are so
nearly equal, that any suspension of the Jauer
causes a sorrowful loss of life

Fuchan, at the suouth of the Mina niver, the
second 1 1r portance vt the five ports, spends a
million and a balfol dollars annually for opium,
This drug is uced by altoust all, Assam, Buu-
tan, and Nipal, which, next to Thibet, are the
most degraded cuuutries of Asta,

‘The opium revenue brings to the East India
Company thirteen or fuurtien milliens of dule
lars annadlly  In all paris of the eighieen pro-
vinees of British [odia it is extensively culuva.
ted ; and next 1o the wichedoess of the heart,
said Mr Williams, the nussivuary has vo ot
stacle so forimdable to coulend with, as the use
of opimin Abhnost wll counties cast of the
Himwalah mountains use ilus arucle.  There
are thiee kinds, but the Chinese prefer the {ndin
opiutn  The Jupancse know nuthing of its. use
exeept for medicine, the Dutch having tanght
themn to make paregoric and laudanum. D,
Morrison alloned one whom he bapused 1o
smoke, as hé said he should dieswithout it The
revenue of Tndia is applicd to the payment of
officérs ; so that England proper does not re-
ceive any revenue from this trade )

THE FEJEL ISLANDS:

A recent uumber of the Sydaey (New South
Wales) Chronacle contains un wieresting ac-
count of these 1slands, tarpished by a  person
who had resided thein during seventeen years,
from-wuich we gather the following particu-
lars . —

“Uhe group consists of upwards offifty in-
habited 1siands; the largest. of:which-1s Vanan-
lever. about 356 .mulesan. circumierence, with-a
population of nearly 30 000.  Viteleva, the next
n s1ze, 1s about-300 wniles w circumierence, and
contains fiorn 20.to 30,000 inhabitants. '['he
ot[u:r islands are of various sizes down to 10
miles 1 crcuinterence, with an average of
from 80 to 100 persons to the square mile.—
The climate 1s extremely healthiul, extremes. of
heat and cold never being felt; and besides
the ordinary productions of the:South Sea Isl-
ands, coffee, sugat-and cotton .are- produced —
Earopean frunts have-not been -found to sue-
ceed wull.  Digs-are.nunerous, but there ave
‘lew cattle. ‘Fhe-basis.of the islands is coval-
and-although:there .arc anountainots: vegions,
_’thorc,ls no abundance of level fand: for agrivol,
‘taral purposes, tinber,.&e.  ‘I'he principal ar-
ticles ol export are beehe lg mar, cocwsi nut il

?:andr_torloiSu,shéll.




