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TIMBER. 1is class legislation, aud as such objec- | amination of their books would have

YWe hear s0 much lhtely about mines
and mining that we are apt to forges
the immense value of the timBer re-
sources of our province. Yet whea it
is remembered that in the old world the
timber supply is year by year growiug
less and that on the eastern coasy of this
continent the virgin forest has alinest
disappeared an idea of the value of the
timber limits of the Pacific slope can be
arrived at. When it is too late we will
have to deplore the wasteful methods by
which great tracts of timber land are
year by year Ilnid waste. With proper
care our ferests may for generations to
coine be a great and increasing source of
profit to British Columkbia.

EDITORIAL COMMIENT.

——— o—

Thae Uuited States merchants are
buying large quantities of textile fabrics
in anticipation of tariff changes.

It is stated that the output of gold
from the Le IRoi and War Eagle mines
at Rossland is equal to nearly 3V per
cent. ol the total output of the whule
of Western Australia.

——

The Americans are selling their butter
to Great Britain. Ia March England
imported a -million of pounds of United
States butter; but then her total im-
.ort was 32,000,000 pounds.

"The new Ubnited States tarilf which is
to come into force on July 1st jucreuses
the dutics on sugar, tea and beer, and

raises the internal revenue tax on suuff]

and chewing tobacco, cigars and cigar-
vttes,

Some idea of the extent to which
the Cuited States purchase foreign wool
may Ve gathered from the faet that
within the week endieg May 1st, 26,-
S86G,000 pounds of wool, worth about §4,-
000,000 were imported into Boston.

Parcels for all the Ausiralian colonics
with the exception of West Australia,
and also for New Zcealand, can now be
forwarded via the monthly line of steam-
trs sailing ’r‘r Syduey, N. S. W. The
postage is 24 cents per pound, up to 11
pounds.

Gold is Leing lurgely  exported from
the United States, Whether these ship-
uients are due 1o demands for zold from
forcign countries or are being sent out
to pay the indebtedness of Uaited States
merchants, is a matter upon which finan-
cial wen do not agree.

The Manufacturers’ Association of
‘Toronto protest against the preferential
ciause in the uew tariff on the gronnd
that it may be mmade to include foreign
countries as well as Eagland, and on
the clause against combines because it

tionable,

It was anticipated that those whu
wished to go *“horae” this year to celo-
brate Her Maujesty’s Jubilee, could ob-
tain cheap rates on the ocean steamers,
Instead of that the rates are from 15
to 25 per cent. bigher than in former
years,  Still every berth is taken—in
sume cases weeks abead, The Canadian
iiners are gerting their share of the
travel, and will, it is to be hoped, find
this & very prosperous year,

Captain Turner, of the tugboat Okla-
hawma, a few days ago towed the Japan-
ese ship Lenkio Mara inte Portland.
FYor this he has been arrested and charg-
el with a breach of the pilotage laws.
A great deal of interested is maui-
fested in the case as many of the mer-
chants of that city consider compulsory
pilotage 2 great injustice.  The Pilots
Association arce  prosecuting  Captain
Turner and he is being defended by the
attoraey f the North Pacific Lumber
Company.

A new kind of farming is about to be
commenced in the “Everglades” of
The Riugling Bros, of Chicago, bave
bouelit o large tract of land in that
state where they propose to raise wild
antials, such =s lions, tigers, hippotami,
rhinoceri, giraffes, ete. These animals
will be sold to the proprictors of circus-
es, and o zooloogical gardens. It iy n
curious eoterprise, but its promoters be-
lieve it to be feasible, as the climate
and couditions of I'lorida are similar to
the regious where most of these ani-
mals are found in their native state.

Our neighbors to the sputh of us are
trring the  experiment of raising beet
root sugar +4n large quantitics. Secere-
tary Wilson sars: “If we can succeed in
extending the beet sugar Industry down
to the very line of the sugar cane arca.
there onught to be no difficulty in pro-
ducing in the United States all of the
$100,000,000 worth of sugar for which
we are going abread ever -year.” To
this end, we suppose, the duty on sugar
is nbout to be raised, and this is the rea
son why maur people in the United
States object to the recoprocity treaty
with Hawaii,

Two large cotton factories, the Col-
umbus Spinning Company aad the Ben-
nett Manufacturing  Corporation, of
New Bedford, failed last montb., 73pth
concems, by making false representas
tions of their indebtedness, obtained
large loans from the banks, not only in
New Bedford, but in Boston and other
places, The banks are blamed for their
want of business wethods in not finding
out cxactly what the Snancial standicg
of the companies was. A proper ox-

shown an expert accountaut exactly
how their affairg stood, and what chagee
there was of a loan being repaid.,

We all kgow the old adage *“cleanli-
tiess is next to godliness,” but one has
only to walk down our streets one of
these fresh spring morniugs to feel how
true it is. 'Lhe store whose windows
are brightly polished, the counters of
which are spotless and upon swhose pack-
ages or parcels a grain of dust is not to
be found invites ‘custum, while the gruny
window, the dust-covered parcels and the
soiled counters fill the mind with doubt
1s to the quality of the goods exposad
for sale and send the customer te bay
of the vendor who pwves his faith iu the
virtues of sodp and water by the vigor-
ois use of the scrubbing brush and -he
hese. Tt is true that already the dust
from the street bas begun to wage an
insidious war against cleanliness, and
that the watering cart is by no means
cqual to the task of laying it, yet even
though our street are dusty and our plat-
froms shabby encrgy, industry and =z
love of nurity can make our shop win-
dows a4 spurce of attraction uot oniy 10
intending purchasers but to the strang-
ers who stroll along our strects. U the
painter can be called to our assistacce
so much the better. But let us use wa-
ter and plenty of it.

The following extract from the London
corespondent of the United States lo-
vestor, shows winit outsiders think of
the prospects of EBritish Columbia:

“That the latter country will enjoy an
iwercasiag amount of Xuropean atten-
tion as time goes on may, safely be pre-
qicted. The report of the minister of
mines of British Columbin for 1896
comtains information aml fgures, which
vicarly shows the fong swides by which
the mimuyg pdastry i that country has
advanced. A favoralde feature 3y the
estbhishment by the goverinent of the
bureau of mdnes for the purpose of ob-
mmmning and regrstering full inforeation
1especiing the various miues, means of
coimunieation and other details likely
o be of futerest and assistance to ose
concerned-in the industry. It is possible
that this vrgaanization may also eventual-
Iy prove a waiuable safeguard towasds
preventing o reoeccurance in the case of
British Columbin of those sounding re-
purts and tiakling prospectuses which
nere so suecessfully empioyed by unsru-
Luious  proinoters in the South Africa
boom. All efforts should be used
save the fadr carcass of this new El
Domudy from a g:u]mnn" together of
these vultares of finance in gleeful an-
ticipatien of another unholy mirieit.”

The Chicago board of aldermuen are dis-
cussing an ordinance by means of which
rotail cigarette dealers will have to pay
an auunual tax of $100,

from &WO0 to 12,000 dearlers will be
“closed up.”

Tt is predicted -
that the bill will be passed, and that



