
CANADIAN DRUGGIST..

Ontario Provincial Pharmacouti-
cal Association.

A genleral rnleetirig of this Association
was ield in tiho College of Pia:rmaIILcy
Building, Toronto, Feb. Sth. Tihe follun
ing is ihs address of the Presidest, W.
Iurchisonl, Esq. The balance of tise re-

port is beld over oit accounit of tihe crowd-
ed statte of our coluiins.
Fellow .feibers of the Prorncial 'air.

Uefore coissîtneicing-, tie work of this
session, T wisi to refer to ai few inatters
wlichs shsould be of ;eseral isterest to al]
of us.

Fitus.-Tlhe outlook far thsnco.ful
<-outinuance f? /te organi:ation ie are
hJcre to promote.

Even the iiuost sanguinte of us cantint
ielp admitting that our last inceting vas

in lany respects a failure. Why sudh
was tise case I aln as iss:cil at a loss to
deteralise as were those present associated
witha aite. Those whso were present were
good representative druggists, but tihere
were altogethier too few of theml. We an-
ticipated representative attendasce froni
all parts of the Province. We expected
to cornplete and establish a constitutionial
basis for future action ; and we naturally
ioped for resultant, benelit froin the de-
liberations whiichà shsould have takena place.
Our preparation to carry out our pri.
grainne was as thoroughs as our isne:is
would admit of, and na pains wer spared
to make the gatiserir:g ai interesting asJ
successful aine. Personially, I regret very
inauchs tise rion.attcadane at the. last nitcet.-
insg, as 1 atis cosviice< tiuat no mort ef-
fective metlod of kilinisg the Associatiois
could bc adopted thiani tiis; nmil T sin.
cerely trust, tihat ieither at tlsis, nor at
any subsequent ieeting, will such an evi-
dence of iack of appreciation be shows.
As druggists wsose ains and interests are

consson, it is our privilege, as well as our
duty, to lend our united efforts to further
the advancenteit of tie calling we are et-
gaged in. We, as individuals, labor daily,
not so nuchs for ourselves, as for the benge-
fit of those dependent apon us ; so, we ns
a body, shouldi labor for tise beneelit, of
the cornercial class to whichlai we belong.
Even wlhen we know better we arc too

ics inclined to inake ligiht of tise duty
we owe one anotse in this respect. Our

duty to one another is -as hih as it is to
the public, ani only in the sensein wihichs
we consistently fulfil that dsty, and are
willing to spend time aud effort for the

coniimn good, cain weo be said to be con.
scientiously elevating the standing of oGur
profession to a better idcal. There are
very iany ways in wlichi sucih a societv
as this can better tie condition of its

m.enitbers. Tihe conditions whici ail'et uis
are chan;;ing so frequently, anel tise evo.
lutions of trade deinand such c!ose attela-
tion, thiat we are. obliged to keep abreast
of events ia order to be safe. To do tisis
efTectively we i-ed tiouglhtfil delibera-
tive ineetings; we ieed tise su-gestions
which men of lengthened experience in

the i rug busins3s cas, give ; we nseed har-
sionious unity of purpose%, anid entergy to
tpply it, anti we need geunerous finantcial

aid to perfors execustive wos-k.
The lisanicial aspect of our calling,

tie lsteuray <ltedlopisiit necessary to

puat lis ais IL plalnse wiitih sister associations,
tie scientific investigation wilics we are0

epNji.tetl to shasre in, thle conversion of
ertie is:naterinl isto fine pharinapæial
proalîsets of delinite stresgtlh, tise estab.

liiisent Of a eeot< of ethics, tise proino-
tion as far as possible of a uiiformis stand.
ing o phaiurnssuses-u tical titscations tihrousgis
out tise liosninion, tIse feougesnuit uf
home siaiuifacturers iin ptureiy Canntdiais
laboratories, tise cosideration of neces-
sary legislatioi, the fosterinag of strictly
etihical relationsiip bsetveei doctor and
Iriggist, and iaiy otiser subjects whichi
are of daily iuterest, are all isatters which
coulid le lIcdwelt upsaon with, profit to ail of
lis. Thsere is no lisit to tise use we could
niake of such un orgaiiation as this, nosr
to the beseits we soulid de-rive froms it.
Tie tendency of all bodies of issni inter.
ested) ins aà conlsion cause is to liold at
stated periods just sschs gatheriigs as this
is intentled to be. If thev wero not sat-
istiei tIsat tihey vould cetive susllicienît
prolit front it to repay tisent for tise tisse

ani money spent, such gathiserings would
never be heil. They are iehl, hsowever,
aLd the inference as plaisi. Even thougha

our mneetings îînay not be ail they sioulai
front an educatioaisl or literary point of
view, . ait confident the nietisg f a
Jrge iuîîuber togetiser, %Itere we are fra

to discuss tise nissny perplexing iatters
which amsay atlct uas in cir various locali.
tics, vill deo us all good. We vill linl
tisat. we are siot aloie in lighstisg the trials
f life, and will go hosise streigtienrd bày

the interchfngeof ideas, ant feelisng thaut
tIse nionotonsy of business ims bees agrce-
ably diverterd by thiat short lioliday we
have takes.

Seon.--Due luim ital p'rie cuttfing fr5.
sen our conc,àrcial wirtue i

Tie qîuestion of price cstting is one of
very serions impaîortanîc-e to tise drug trade
for tise sitple nason tisat the r-strictiv
character of the business does not allow
scope for otiisettisng the lisaite-l aînssonint,

wiici necessity smaty coapel the initroduc-
tion of. i answer to tise lestiors, I
thiik wve iinay safe:ly assu:nle thsat eveI

liîsnited price citting does lessen our colse-
nsercial advatitages, because the condition
wiiicis incduces and amsakes it a secessity is
cert-iin to beneit the finanacially stroni: at
tse expense of tise weak, and such a co:i-
ditioi itnust necesstrily isîlitate against a
body wsich trades oi knowle<dge ratiser
thsnian capital aInd whisicih is influeniced by
ethical cossileratioi to avoi the varied
iluastionable tacties of coiinisercial life.
Unaier no circutsstances wlsichi 1 c-an con-
ceive of will prico enttiig bu a benletit to
such. a boly as ours. Inctividital sncasbers
of the trade iav at tiies final it serve a
temiporary putsrpose, but whnis s an entire
bo-ly, depeislent upo:î a linaiteti trade,
adopts such a policy, tise iesult casnot, ul.

tiniately be other thansi disaîstrous. lis ths
drug business it is a sosnewhsat dillicult
atitter to deduce inuhe frea bservation,
ae, even when picecutinis. carried oi, it is

uaiaily dune withosut tie dis;la wich chrc-
teris-4 other lises o-f issitiqa.s. Fier thie Iaxt

tieree or tour ye.aras have taken elseciii carte to
note the riessu;lts attained by restait jrcery
houssex wsich atteanped ta sic l.îrge Isme.se4s

oS cse n.iar;is. san , i e tIhey iapaenitly
ulidl i salncsa lirger ls- ies-s thais t heir isuore cas.
-ervative neight.rs, th-y iave in tIe snaltjority

lof -ases bn- obligdti te 5le thisri dors upon
d iisiisied. assets adsi iireatsed liibilities.
while the other, i tih unie, econot. m-Iy and legiti-
innte plott. biti: vei.

lh les co seedi fronis su t-.L sest is thant
at p s bettu t., d .in.i tâusus q. a saur
prohliSt tisa ta olo ai Ltrge businuisaes on an insîer.
trou protit : tih.tt subus I nsesd s.-es Cisn onlly
Inu àbtaisned froa safe- bsiss sethodsl, and
that, tle- Iuisiness snlai wil fails ton eossltid, hai-s
hnsiisess supni a calculatei b.1sis obf receipats and

esei aliiost cert Iai to fit.
V'nder ibl." himwhc pea in Tor-on.

to ai sosie other Cssa:naiant chies at the present
tinge. it is iractically nCecessarv tisat sonàtic eut.

ting be done, lut where ta lr.tv a s.fe lisse hias
vet to Ie tulved. If itl were oniy possile to

k-eei citting ontinied to. certain articles tise
harts wîould Sot Ie s great. luit i ats VOsa incedsi
tiat if a geserat :4)n11pairi!sn oi irices cud t
male wc wiiuld tis it hall pI.erinteatesl every de.
partisnent of our tnie to a greater or less de-
grec Wb t. te a.13as.riatiue bnsins ian
ciples aire oliged to give way to asn indeisalise

aindt nsasstable iasetsol cf triade, there isno telling
wltre our usainlering will lecail us to. It is

q luitc certain tlat if We create ia the puiillic A
habisit of seekiig liargains tiey will g.duallsAii
ienake fr-sh -leninidts upbon ns % a las. : a s siipes-
cepstilbly lrat tas intu ant unastfe positios.

lhes drugist wo cnis go sv-tstitically isnto
~tuttin • nausit. e.t yble leruces., cars%* :an

ecesslve stock, asal seil only fier e-teis. If lhe
c.li't is this lhe an't sei.. a:nd il i cains aind

does dl tist he restlers irreisarml.le injury toa lin
wcakeer conf:er. t*..stn.sisin the si'uation
solcly fronis a poroitable isist ot view, it otfers
sio allurinag fca.tirces. Iie entier who sclis a
dollr ar:icle fir 7o5 etialas is olblige.l toe seit seerns

tainles as ranys a8 s tihe non-enatter who- gels full
prive ira orsi io iniake tisue ma îrgis cf profit.
andi in consaeiec la ts buy a pruportionate.
Iv larger lipsatit. If lae finls it irspractiealeu

to rsuake ,uh sales (is a iurely cas is lai
percenta¿c of credist sales is goiig to increasue in
vsinnujlar rrortions, ar nerly so ani, as a liib-
eral allowancc ini sicl cases nust beu sanade for
letad debist. it i. ligtlienit toi sece lit asny proit,

whl&atIever will retnaain. 1 lelew to retutelv siwelt an
eva as titis is isd.eed a pirob1lein waica I amia isare
,we woultd ail likc to sIee zsolved.. TIse trouble kt
ai yet ini insf.au.-. andI if its s tistena.c can loc

teriniiatsel in its isfancy the future ceairse of
pharm icy in titis arovince wili he lrighstened4a.
Whisale this Assiantima lias lun loi Cr to cntrol

t lie busineîs.-s al'sire of itsneml,-rî I shohissl still
like ta sec it ps uch a pronnneetnent oui tisis
einestinII n woub- be 5apt to inilsuence tisne a a
sany ieriafter iave tss mastter t elcidie for

ths.s aelves, I I nut e-rnmîenl liat a comsa.
n:ittee he apinited iriig ira a repart t u ith

thtis olject tua vicie.
Ts sasa. -0tur duty to our app r .

Th14- lutys of the, dniggist t- luis -iaprcntice
covesrs niic Jniore grndiail tiant h tis iall ex-

larccd in the tractofsapprenticesip. ihen
a younîs1g rmlais alplies f-r indsIe:îture wre sstify

<rsei ageci as t, hi eunatinal abilities, his ni.-
aL-stio.l andai hasbits of life. and ev-r- cther isiual-
iication wlaie ic eare desirius of hav isn

posess. Vlhien he inwes sati i.ict.ry we inake
a contae: r a len;;thuy pserlIlitl n him to
leans finsai s tise liiiness S! a clhc-ists and

drg.:sit. Fur tise first year lis itis are f a
variedl character and brt littic ligit ingivenaim
0; tihe coure le puros to pirsi,. IIring
the retiniing yte hs pr.ac:ical usnefrnsis n

tiunieS to tihe biet ace-olnàt ils he increst of lais
enployer, aid, wisen isis cAntiract expire. lie too

fi ,uent ly learis that hais talcits, have lee-n puast

Frurary, 1894.


