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Imust say your apiary column is
very interesting. 1 hope it will con-
tinue 8o in the future. Bees arercarce
in this ncighborhood, but hives are
plenty and they are sold very cheap,
i fact a great tnany are going to
waste in some places, Bees so far, ap-
sear to be strong and healtby, and
{)rought in pollen the 3lst of March,
the earliest known for years in thi
section, and have been doing very well
ever since, carrying in both pollen and
honey, Some of my neg bor~ had
several swarms that melted down last
sumnier, leaving but four or five
jnchies of comb on the frames, at the
same time destroying a large number
of the bees Those colonics they put
in the cellar and they come out all
right with alittle feeding. hope
some ‘one wiil let us know how_ to
keep comb from melting down dur-
ing the hot weather the last of July
and August. I have seen some cut
areen brush and lay it on the top of
the hive to prevent melting. There
have been few colopies died the
last winter in this section, out
doors or in the cellar. It was aneca-y
winter on them. We bave heard tell
of some swarming out for the want of
honey, and wo think_there is fair
prospects of a large yield of boney
this season. I think that in three
vears bees will be just as plent as
they were two years ago. 1 don’t
believe bees do as well in this vicinity
as they do with our bee king . A.
Jones, or probally he urderstands the
business Dbetter.  There is a large
amount of honey going to waste every
year because there are not bees sufli-
cient to gather it. Every farmer on 50
acres of%nml should keep threo or
four hives at least. We bave heard
some farmers remark that they can-
not be bothered when working on the
far end of the farm to be called up to
hive a swarm of bees. Others say if
the women would hive them they
would keep bees, but when the bees
swarm the women all retreat to some
back room baif frightened to death.
That’s not the case with all. Have
seen ladies bandle bees with_as much
«kill 23 any man,and not be frightened
over a little bee sung cither. e
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SWAKRMIANG BEES

First, T would hke to kpow how to
swarm bees 1n patent hives ; how you
make the racksstationary, whilst you
yet tho beesin?

Second. Would it pay me to buy
lce-swarms at $3in  common tquare
lives for breeding sarposes i .

How do you fasten bee foundation

nesy, I bave commenced on a small
reale, Cuas, Pernir,

1. Iset the hive where I want it,
then arrange the racks as desired.
The bees popping into the entrance
never moves the racks  After the
swarm have all popped in, lift tho
hive, carry it carefully to where you
wish it to remain.

2, It would depemnd on the season,
and the way they were managed. 1
would advise you to geta Cook’s
manual ; it will give you much valu.
able knowledgo in science.

3. You can fasten it with melted
wax by presang it to the top bar with
o putty knife. By keeping the knife
wet it prevents stickiug; the wax
and top bar rhould be warm., It can
be done very rapidly, where you only
bave a few. To put on the founda.
tion 1t 13 better than melting wax. A
little practice will enable you to do it
well, and you will secure straight
combs by merely putting on a narrow
strip.—1. A. JONEx,

OHSERVATIONS AND QUERIES AS
TO THE JONES HIVE

Bees have como through winter
pretty well, and now they are busy
every warm day. I have used frame
hivea the last twelve years, but my
neighbors with two exceptions u-e the
old bux hive,  Mr, Jonea offers hives
very reasonable. 1 with he would
give us a description of his hive, the
size, and whut arrangement he has for
surplus honey.  Doces he use the 1 1b,
sections 7 Will he answer through the
Caxanraxy FarMEen ¢

Wit MOWBRAY,
Lambton Co,

The inside measurement of my hive
is twelve and one-eighth wide, by
cighteen long, by fifteen deep. It is
so constructed that it require « uo feed.
er; the honey i~ taken from the body
of the hive cither comb  or extracted,
Section  honey s taken more casily,
and of superior quality, being richer,
thicker and finer than by the old way.
It was the honey takenon my ncew
method that tock the first prize at
Toronto. Idon’t like comb honey in
any other way, and u-e sections of the
latest designe,

. AL Joxex, Becton

The next regular meeting of the
Norfolk County Bee-keeper”. Associa.
tion will be held at my piace, Ather.
ton, 6 miles west of the town of Sim.
coe. Th last meeting was held at
Lynnvilly, thelast Thur-day in March,
Trusting you may be pleased to give
the next meeting a notice i your pa.
per, [ am yours, a:ubscnber through
the O. B. K’x  Association.—1. W,
Cookg, Atherton, Ont.

TWO QUESTIONS RL-ANS\WWERED,

“Ilow can bees e prevented from
swarining " They cannot be entirely
stopped from swarming, but in great
part they are prevented not only by
giving tae queen laying room, but by
the combined result of giving loying
room for the queen and room for tho
surplus, and baving the boxes on both
sides and the top, and taking off the
boxes as they are fini-hed up, thereby
keeping the Lees Luildiug corub all the
while, and not having the top of the
hive so tight as to confine the heat zo
closely in the bives a3 to came tho
bees to cluster outeide  If the above
points are vbacrved, not even ten per
cent. of the stuck will beapt to swarm.,
To explain more fully I will gve a
modus operandithat 1 practice. QGive
your stocks enly as many combs as
the queen will keep swell filled  with
cggs («ix or reven Langstroth, Ameri.
can or Quinby frames,) and as soon as

on racka? As I am green at the bud.

the young bees hegin to batch plenti-

fully, bat not ro much as to be crowd-
ing, give thotock a frame of scctiony,
(aurplus honey boxen) with frunda-
tion or comb starter ;n one ride, and
s ~oon as tho bees begin to work in
the section, give them another frame
on thoe other sidw of the brood cembs.
When they are well at work on these,
sve them an upper case, putting the

oxes from the sido into the upper
case, placing & frame of fresh sec.
tiona between those being worked in
and a fresh frame of sections on each
wide of the brood, and in that way the
young becs are set to work instead of
being the mischic .aaking prepara-
tions for swarming, and if fresh sec-
tions are given as fast asthe bLees be-
come nume.ous enough to occupy
them, and take out the fidl ones a3
fast a3 finished, putting empty oucs in
their place. Next be sure that every
qucen has her wings clipped close off,
and if they then show a disposition to
swarm, take a frame of capped brood
from the centre of tho nest, giving cne
empty frame in its place. The fram:s
thus taken from several hives can be
given to a weak stock, The mor>
swarning is prevented the more profit-
able the bees are.

“How can Dbees bo handled when
neither smoke noraweetened water will
subdye them ” “Use puil ball or
sprinkle them with water.” Sprinkl.
iog them with water will do very well
provided they are well drenched to
prevent their flyiog, andif a teacup
of sugar is mixed with a qguart of
water it makes the water have a bet-
ter effect and more lasting.  Puff ball
is both sickening and sutfocating. It
affects the'brood as well as the Dbees,
not uncommonly killing the brood,
and when the bees revive from its
cffects they are generally worce than
before. 1 would advise to laccrate
the combs instead of using a puff ball.
A good way is to close up the hive,
drum on it gently for two or three
minutes letit stand two or three more
then examine it in peace.—Fam and
Ht:)llr

STARTING AN APIARY.

Spring i+ andoubtedly the best time
to start an apiary. The danger of loss
in wintering is past, and bees have
little brood and honey, #o that they
can be moved eauly anvd cafely, A
Bcrson unacquainted with bees should

eware of purchasing “a pig in a poke’
as every hive containing comb and
bees may not be a perfect colony. We
may infer that o colony is all right if
dwing the carly spring monthy, the
hive 15 full of bees, a5 such 8 colony
mu:t  contain a  youny, vigorous
queen. It is poor policy fer a
beginner to purchase  black bees 1n
boXcs and gums, intending to transfer
«ud Italianize,  Such worl: as this
barcly pays in the bands of skilful
veterang, and hed not better be un-
dertaken by novices. A better plan
would be to rclect the hive of a de-
sired pattern for the whole apiary, as
the profit and plessure derived from
it consist~ in a large degree, in having
every part of cach hive exactly alike.
The life of many a colony of bees is
saved by giving it a frame of brood or
houcy from a more prosperous one,
and this could mnut ULe done if the
frames and  hives were not all alike.
If a person i3 wpot alle to securea
strong colony in the bhive preferred,
then & new hive of a desired pattern
might bo taken to a  bee keeper, anid
a first swarm put into it.

Bee-keeping 13 a science, and not
acquired 1n ono day, by talking with a

erson who “whu knows all about

pees,”  Thereforo to insure success
commencerlowly with not more than
two ywarms, and  let your knowledge
increase with like ratin as your bees,

If you can make money with these,
it will bosafe for you tu investin
more,  {tix absurd to suppuoso that a
pereon wio hnows nothing about bees
except that they ting and make houey
could manage & large apiary suceesse
fully.

Wo once kuew a man who embarked
in the beo busines with o brass Lband
ond coloraflying,  Ile had “truck it
rich,” and was going to glut the mar-
ket with honey. e started an epiary
Yy buying & farge number of bees of
au apiarist who was emigrating weat,
Fortunately it was in the spring, and
the bees went bravely to work for
their new mwaster, and rtored a large
amount of surplus, In the fall he had
got all bis money back, and had his

ces aud hives to boot. It was lucky
for him that he got it Lack tho first
season, for the next one found every
corner of his yard piied full of desert-
ed hives. Liko the orzan grinder:—
“The monkey had died, and so he
gave up the bu-inews.”

——— -

From D Eistadt Bienn  Zeitung I
gee that the food with which the bees
fced the young larviv is not, a3 some
imagine, a mixture of honey anl pol.
len, Dr. Lucknard says, if it wasa
mixture of honey and pollen the pol.
len could easly he ween by a high
powdered microscope.  No  pollen
could be fuund in that white substance
deposited by the bees around the
larvio in the cell. Ile says that tho
food for the young larvie is the pro-
duct of a complete digestion of pollen
and that it can be compared with the
milk of mamals, Later the larwe
gets with the food a portion of vnli-
gested  pollen.  Accerding to the
amount of pollen a bee larvic oceas-
ioned in the foed, the cells will be
more or less colored by the same, The
larvae never discharges any excremeont
in the cell, but after becoming a ayme
rha it will do o, leaving the excre-
ments in the nympha skin,

Nores Fros Qeorata.—I believe I
gave you my idea in my last article,of
a need of & record of the dates of the
blooming of the different flowers in
my section. I believe that sucha
record wili be of nterest to some of
your subscribers, even those at the
north, and I am sure, for referring to,
will be of considerable intercst to me.
Therefore I propo-e keeping up with
the bloom o} my neighborhecd and
giveit to you for publication along
with other matters that I think worth
reading. We bave had very change-
able weatber this winter, and rathe
warm for the scasop, but still cold
enough to save meat. My bees all
came through alive-~but two wers
robbed out last week, while I was ab.
sent. They swarmed out and my wife
hived them and sbut them up tillI
came home. I united them witha
swarm that had some honey and now
Iam feeding them. On the 15thl
saw tho first pollen going in a hive of
black bees—to day.  (Tan. 19th), one
of my Italian stacks is bringing it in,
and butterflies ars -ipFing the flowers.
Yet several days of cold will interveno
between now andsettled warm weather
But I am going to take advantage »f
these warm spells to build every atoc..
up to for the earliest flow of honey.
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Piryarclaxs and druggists have been
in the babit of charging patients and
customers more than many of them are
able to pay  Weare glad to inform
our readers that Afack’s Maguetic
Medicino is sold at the low prico of
fifty cents a box, a quartity sufficient
to last over six week~. Read the ad.
vertisement in another columa, For
sale by 1. W. Hubeon, Welland, and
all druggists everywhere.



