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TRUTH.

ns a great highway botween tho Ocoldent
and Orient. But,lo! when she came to
Montreal, she found it written in the tables
of our laws, ‘No Chinesoallowed to deseerato
the soil and ¢ utaminate the air of our glorl®
ous conntry without paying $50, to mako
amends for his unhallowed prosonce.’ Littlo
wonder that Mrs. Ahnk refused. Only think
of it. W advertise oursclves to tho world
as o Christien nution, as havlng respect for
tho teaching und oxample of Him, who
to destroy all such hindoring distino-
tions, called himsolf the Son of Man ; our
churches are incessant in their appeals for
men and means to convert the heativon Chin-
050 to Christian’ty, and then when o cltizon
of that pitied land comes to our shores wo
givo thom an exhibition of what Christianity
has done for us. What anenigma Christians
must appear to these followers of Confucius.
One can understand how that withrank, beau-
ty {for Mrs. Ahakis said tobeprepossessing 1n
appearance),and moralcharacterin her favor,
it should be stated that the Custom official
stywithsomehesitationinformed herofthorutes
pereapita,and thataccording tolawshe would
ha'.o to remain on the steamer until the Can-
adian Pacific rallway should give tho Cus.
toms house a bill of 1ading for her arrival in
Vencouver, from.which part she was geing
to sail for China.” Though the character of
the law ia not altered by the social position
which the person cpplying for admission
to our territory may occupy, i¢is in in.
'a stances like tho present that its unreason.
able and un-Christian uature ispurticularly
felt. So long a8 it was Li Ching or
Lu Chang, or Chu Lu, or some other
inconscquentialperson whosought admission,
littlo compunction was felt in closing our
gates, oven though it shonld result in ono
poor fellow taking refuge on the boundary
ling between the two great Christian na.
tions, which, of all the natjonsin the world,
are the only ones that treat their Chinese
breth.en 80 unbrotherly. But whena wo-
man of noble blood, unusual intclligence,
and unimpeachable moral character is in
question, tho case scems quite different
in the cyes of those who havo to
administer the unrightcous law. 1Vhat
Mrs. Ahak thought about the law, our
inforraant saith pot, but tells ur that
sipfter some deliberation the Customs de-
termined that it would not be breaking the

N ,@ w too much to'tako Mrs. Ahak around tho

-« eity in o carriage along with an official.
. Thivthoy did, Mrs, Abak stopping here and
$here to niako.a Canydian purchase. In the
' ;%;c;&;xhpﬁgo bill of Jiding was sccured, and
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condition of tho fatal bridga. This conclu-
sion will be genorally approved of by those
whrr have watched the proceedings of the
investigation, From testimony adduced at.
the trinl, it ia beyona question that Roche
knsow of the danger, a farmoer who had pass®
od ovoer or near the culv.rt telling him
what ho saw. *“\What do farmers know about
such thinga?” scoms t) have boen Roche's
conclusion.  Woll ha it boen for mm und
his unfortunnto victims if ho had heen lesa
vain in his own conceit. Tho moral taught,
in so0 far ns this unhappy foreman is con.
cerned; is ono which many another may
profitally ponder, viz. : Noverscorn infor-
mation even though it comes from o eource
whenco }ittlo might naturally Lo oxpected
or what amounts to the same thing, bo
humble,

Tho ublquitous Englishman, with his wal-
1ot of gold, having “donc”the United States,
Mexico and other countries, and having ex-
pended many million pounds in buying up
various industrics in theso countrics, is re-
ported to bo turning his attention to Canada
witha view to investing among us a fow
millions of his surplus cash. Not that he
hns hithorto passed us by, for many of our
industrics have already felt the influence of
British gold. This Intest investment is by
what 18 known as tho Phosphate Corporation
which contains amoag its promoters such
names as the Duke of Westminater, thoDako
of Portiand, the Duko of Abercorn, the Earl
of Ashburnham, Lord Stalbridge, Lord
Brougham, Lord Brassoy, Lord Wanlock,
Lord AMoreton ; Hon. C. C. Colby, President
of tho Privy Council ; Hon. J. J. C. Abbott,
Hon. Henry Parker, Hon. Cecil T. Ze-
cleston Patker, Hon. W. E. B
Massoy Mainwaring, Sir Jas. Whitchead,
Sir Jacob Wilson, Sir Georgo S. Baden-
Powell, Sir Robert G. Head and o number
of other English capitalists. The company
hins a capital of $5,000,000 and proposes to
buy up 59,000 acres of phosphate land inthe
region of Lako St. John, in the province of
Quebee.  Besides it is understood that the
Local government aro willing to grant the
Company o large tract of phospbate land.
It is the intontion to bring to Canada o
whalo colony of phosphate mincrs and to cs-
tablish o scttlement in the Lake St. John
region. Considecing the fact that the con-
ditions of phosphate mining in England anu
Canadn will be practically the same, and
that theso capitalists may be supposed to
know something of the best methuds of
conducting mining operations, there is littlo
roason to doubt that the enterprise will
prova n’success and that the expectations
concerning it will bo fuliy realized. Con-
adians, who are jealous of the reputation of
their conntry and its resourees, will cordially
wishthatthe venture may resultsatisfactorily
to the promoters.  Failure in any scheme of
this kind when undestoken by forcigners

. _proves a poor advertisement for the country.

Just now the Dominion und especially tho
Nortlt West is in danger of being musrcpre

». rented before the Englhish farming commun-
- %y by tho want of success of what i3 po-

Pularly know ns the “Kaye Farming Com.
pray” of the North West. This company,
otgithized » few years ago with the intention
rartying oo farming and stock raising on

4 2y infniuacale, bought ot large tracts of
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manager beeamo the talk and then
the laughing stack “of oll Woeatern
Canuda.” Thy farms proved o veritgble
muelstrom,  Todlo capital stock rafsed at
tho outset and supposed to bo suflicient for
nll necessary investments for o numbor of
yeurs, $10,000 were added about a ysar ngo,
whilo only tho other day £50,200 additionnl
were raised “in ordor to meet thoe pressing
linbilities of tho compauy, and ensblo tho
present season’s crop to bo harvested."
Speaking of this unfortunute venture, the
Week remarks that ‘“while we sincerely hope
that it is not too lato for succesaful rotren<h-
ment, we ean but regrot the disregard of now
conditions and of tho experience of practical
men, which leads to such uniwise manago-
ment, and tends to bring a coun'ry of mar-
vellous resources into unmened disrepute.”
This witness is truc. Every such failure
must react to our disndvantage. {tisto bo
hoped therofore :at this now Plosphate
Company will havo better success, and that
in this respect our country will bo advertized
in a manner befitting the greatness and vari.
cty of our abundant resources.

Advices from Newfoundland state that a
schooner owned by e Placentia Buy fisher-
man, and chartered by a West Newfoundland
merchant to carry a cargo of dried cod to
St. Joln's, was scized at St. Picrre, Miquo-
lon, for violation of the hait act. It appears
that the sailors in charge of the schooner had
taken with them soveral barrels of cod rocs,
upon which arc paid a bounty for the French
catch and cure, of $4 per barrel, and wercin
the act of landing them without meeting the
requirements of the law, when caught by the
Customs officer. Forthwith tho vesscl was
seized and a French guard put on board.
The crow were lodged ashore avaiting a
trinl. It is expected that the verdict when
rendered will involve the forfeitvre of the
cargo, which is valued at 835,000, and tho
vessel, which is-zaid to be worth $1,000.
This may be lIaw according to tho interpre-
tation of the tmuty provisions, but it is cer-
tainly not justice. Equity demands that
thozs who have ginacd shall be punished for
their crime, and that tho unoffending merch-
aht and vessel owner shall not suffer for a
deed they know not of ana could not
prevent. It is to be hoped that the do*
mands of the French inerchants who are said
to bo pressing for conviction,” will not be
granted.

With a clear majority of thirty, which is
now Mr. Mercier's position in Qucbee, it
mny be presumed that he will feel perfectly
safo in undertaking to carry out his bold
policy 1 relation to that much discussed
province. Recently he is said to have said
that his purpose remains unchanged, to work
along tho lines of what he is pleased to call
the policy of Nationalism, and whichappears
to ovtsiders to mean Quebre first, only and

ahways. What the practical results of that
policy will prove wo can only wait and see.
Meanwhile it docs not scem to tend towards
the consolidution of the Duiniuion.

Tho cable announces that considernble
feeling is aroused in St Peterst.. g by tho
statemcent ascribed to the king of Sweden,
that, whilo m the ovent of war between
Germany and any other power heo wonld re-
main nautral as long as possible, ho would
fight, if compelled to take part, on the side
of Germany. This is regarded as o declara.
tion of hostility toward Rusma, whom the
Swodes havo never forgiven for the annex
ationof Finland.

Tho commatation to impnsviment fui Lo
of the seatenco of murderer Chapleaw, whoso
oxocution was 1o havo taken placo in Albany
during the prosent week, will probablydisap-
poititthentorbidly curiousones who were anx.
inua to know how clectricity wonld serve ns
smears ofanflicing tho death peaalty  On

; . f,h( ofher hand it will come with some sur
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cascs, has made him appear unsympathotio
in tho extremo, hag actually consented to
oxerciso his prerogativo of morcy and sparo
the guilty slayer of his fellowman, That
the Uovernor realized the unusual charactor
of his decision may be inforrod fromn tho
mauner {n which ho scoks to justify his act,
**This application,” says he, **for oxccutive
clemenoy is basgd upon o potition signed by

many of tho leading citizons of Clinton
county, including nearly all the county
ofiiciala, ‘Tho county judge strongly favora
the npplication. 'I'kie district attornoy does
not_opposo it; tho twelve jurymen who
rendered tho verdict agaiust the dofendant
:x_nan'x’monsly unite in asking for & commuta-
ion.

Though the present rclatinns botween
France and England can hardly bo called
stroincd, using the word in the sense in
which it is cominonly employed when speak-
ing of natious, thero is, novertheless, an ap-
pavent disposition on the part of the former
to uct in a manner by no means cordial,
This unusunl stiffness, owing, it is generally
supposed, to the mere thau ordinary friend-
ship oxisting botween England and Ger-
many, whom Franco has never forgiven for
the loss of Alsace Lormaine, showed it-
gclf very plainly in the Chamber of Deputics
the other day, when M. Ribout, speaking of
tho compensation to be demandoed for the
Anglo-German agreement with regard to
tho protectorate of Zanzibar, said:—*Tho
Covemment aro resolved on every occa-
sion to deiznd the rights of the countrys
and cxerrise them to tho length of their
limits, but nover beyond. Vo shall set
other nations that cxample, and rest as-
sured we shall obtain from them the re-
spect which wo have a right to ebtain—
namely, respect for engogements, When-
ever wo disagree with a forcign power on a
document which scems tous to infringo in
any degreo our right, beforo speaking of ex-
change, compensation, or bargaining, I ahall
firat of all ask for an acknowledgment of
our right, because our country’s digaity
ouglit above all to bo upheld, and we shall
arrive at this without violence, without
bitter words, and certainly with cotrtesy,
bat at the same time with the firmness
which wo should alwzyishow in handling
the affairs of the country.” In themsclves
there is nothing particularly objectionable
ia these remarks, if only they conld bo se-
parated from the circumstances dnder
which they wero spoken, and freed
from the suspicion that thoy meana good
deal more than appears on the surface. In
demauding strict justice Mr. Ribout appears
to forget, Jhat ho who Shylock-liko insists
upon the pound of flesh which others »wo
him, must himsell cxpect to folly meet his
obligations to others.  To comsistently con-
demn another for treachery one must one’s
self be faithful. Now, though it may hap-
pea when tho public verdict is prononnzed,
that Lord Sahsbury’s action will be con
demned as violating the spirit if not tho
Jetter of the Anglo-French treaty concerning
¢ho asland of Zanibar, it is morally certain
that an unprcjudxcca public will condemn

Franceforsimilar disregardof treaty arrange-
ments with England respecting Madagas-
car, with the independence of \vgich.l-‘mnco
pledged herself not to interfere, But notywith-
standing her promise, sho bas established a
protectorate over the islapd, even agnint
the consent of tho natiyeé rolers. To thix
fact Euglish journals are now pointing, and
advising thair rulers to turn it to account.
Saya the London Sprctator. “If Lord Salis.
bury 18 wise, it is there wo thall seck a way
out of our difficultics in both East Africa
and Newfoundland.” Probably whea France
perecives that thoedge of her protest against
thic Zanzibar arrangemont 18 greatly blunted
by o fact that sho hersclf haa been guilty
of o similar disregard of treaty provisions,
sho will be di to come down from her
haughty position, and to manifest a greater
willingncas to troeat in rexpeet to the diffi-
culties now existing between the twonations
As the Masl remarks: It is ible_that
tho troables with regard to all three, Now.
foundiand, Zanzibar, and Madagasear, will
bo sctted by o general shaffa of treaty
rights 2od priviloges.”




