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that Browning hias achieved bis best %varks.
1He deals withi the " corrupt sernblances, the
hypacrises, farmalisms ar'id fanaticisms of
rnan's religious life." He accepts as primary
facts thue existence af God and the soul:
the meaning of the latter and its relations
ta the former arc the abject of bis research.
By investigating luuman thoughts, ideas
and passions, lie tries ta discover a con-
nectian between the visible events af the
wo'rld and the unseen universe beyand.
" The dactrine of individuality is the basis
of bis art, the core af bis philosaphy, the
key ta his religion."

Life is a school af pïobation, af moral
discipline, in wvhich man fits himself for a
higber spbere, an education in lave of
truth and detestatian af falsehaod. Its
end is spiritual progress. Perfect know-
ledge cannot be attained, but it is the
attempt ta make the best of ourseives as
we reallY are, that canstitutes real life.
Every man falîs short of bis ideal ; in this
life ive are blessed by aur unsatisfled long-nings for impossible ideals, rather than by
the realization of limited desires. The
servant of God each day finds how~ bard it
is ta be a Christian. These very failures,
the imperfection of man, are the secret of
his greatness, the pledge of bis future
triumph. An acknowvledged failure is a
promise of future attainment. The faulty
art of the aid Florentines wvas a far higher

thing than the most perfect art ai Grcecce,
because it strove after a divine ideal.

Life is nat the creature of circumstance.
Its- value and meaning is measured, nat by
success or achievement, but by the passion
and sincerity with whl~i it is Iived. The
conditions of this lue must be accepted
with ail its limitations if we are ta, rake
full use af aur apportunities here. If we
attempt in this world ta cia the %voi:k of
eternity, ta gain infinite cansciausness from
finite powers, we fail. Life's purpose is
the education of the soul ; every stage of
lufe bias its fitting lessons. Pain is liard ta
bear, but it is the founit of gain. Obstacles
are tests, wbether we shial creep or climb;
temptatians are the tests ivhether we shall
achieve the mastery. Trials came that
thecy may be met and tramnpled under foot.
Wberever tbcre is love, Browning secs the
figure ai Christ in the midst. None af ail
aur poets bias had greater influence on the
current contemporary thougbt. He bias
told us how we are ta tbink af bimn nowv
hie is gone :

O0f one who neyer turned bis back, but marched breast
forward,

Neyer doubted elouds would break,
Neyer drezmcd though right were worsted, wrong would

triuniph,
lield we fall to rise, are baffled to figbt better,

Sleep to wvake. "


