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sioms form a tremendons foree,
Thiz foree was Napoleon's seltishiness @ not
the inaetivity of the many, but active, ng
wressive selfishness, developed to the point
of creating an intinite Koo, <o that in the
rast domain in wlideh it aets it cannot sutfer
anather existenee, unless it be an appendage
Asa ehild this
charneteristie existed in b in embiryo, . He
was rebellious ot reprood ;. without
seruples. without conseience : intolerant to
rivils ready to fioht any one who would not
givee way to lim while he aceused others of

niiaekine

and lively pa

ar an instrument of (s ewn.

every

e considered the world as
a mneniticent banguet open to all, where to

Wi,

beowellHiled it i necessary to have longarws
and help one’s ~elf tirst, letting others have
only what is left, Man, aecording to him, is
dominnted with his same sellish passions of
feare cupidity, welf love  and  ecmulation.
Napoleon never departed from these ideas,
nor conbd he s they heing o part of his ehar.
acter, he saw the man as he ehose
him.

tor xive

s zeltishness, reflected in mmbition, took
sueh possession of himas to kill his con-
setenec andambitiontinally cansed his down-
fall. It was noi cnough that his funetion.
arices were aetive and zealows: after havinge
killed every critical sense in the man, he
must belonge to him hody and soul: and in
the
conspiraey or an attetpt wpon hiz majesty,

slichiest observanee he suspected o
He demanded every agrecment of serviee
even thoiteh erimin-
al  from the falsitication of the Austrian
and Russian notes in 1899 and 1812 to the
projection of an infernal machine against the
Bourbons, in 1815 Grati
to him : whena human instrament no longer
served] him he east it away,  Peace for him
was an armistice during which he prepared
for o new campaian, 1 was for this reason
that all Furope, taught by expericnec, united
after 180040 turning against him, Napoleon
instead of considering his own personality
secondary to the State, considered the State
secondary to his personality.  He had no re-
eard for the future and saecrificed it to the
presect. I my successor is an imbeeile,
s mueh the worse for him' He made the
press a slave to Censorshiv, and even pro-

from his functionnries

e was unkuowe

hibited works of statisties and cconomy, if
they appeared  to cast doubt upon his in-
fallidility. Tt was thesame with theschools,
He wrote to his couneillors of State: »In
establishing i corps of instruetion my aim is
to have aomeans of directing publie opinion
in volities and morals”  Sx Renan said,
sehoal was for him the  vestibule of the
acadetny. (G Gorion was sent to prison for
having ealled his coronation with the iron
crown an absurdity, and Lattanzio was com-
mitted to the insane asyhom for saving Nap
oleon would make himself king of Ttaly.
His brother Joseph said Bonaparte would
have had no peace if he could have supposed
that after his death evervthing would go on
quictly and smoathly,  He foreed France in-
to an abys< conscions that he was deceiving
her: by misdeeds andan abuse of confidence
there grew by degrees the divoree between
hix own interests, such as he underatood
them, and the prhlie interest,

Napojeon ended by hecoming the siave of
his wmonstrons coneeptions amd his imitless
ambitions.  Kven thoueh the expedition into
Russia had not ended disastrously, some
other misfortune would have overtaken him.
In order to carry out such an enormous
catpaign it would have been necessary to
have n tremendous combination of forees,
The fate of Napoleon'ssubjects was redaced
to o wmilitary enrveer or oblicatory adminis-
tration.  1n 1810 there were 160000 wen wha
refused toserve, and in 1811 and 1812 69,000
arrested. Meantime he had made
L000000 vietims: Franee was rediced by
two foreign invasions, made a suspeet of
Buorope, surrounded by menaces of odium
andd enva. This was the politieal work of
Napoleon @ the outeome of seltishness sup-
ported by genios, With Lis false image of
ey he promoted what may be ealled the
military and bureaucrstic degeneration of -
Franee 1 the worst enlamity that can over-
takea civilized natien. [n all this he show-
el an inpulsivenessand above all a brutality
eaton ta epilepdes. As Bonfardini says,
he mistook brusigueness for dignity, his own
eaprice for moral law, anger for justice and
insolenee for truth, Ttis told that he kick-
ed Volner when he suid that Frauee wanted
the Bourdons, and save Bertier a cuff when
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