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Thirdly, to institute an American Journal of Clinical Research, in
which the work of members of the American Association and of others
doing clinical research work in a scientific manner shall be published.

You and your friends are herewith cordially invited to participate
in this meeting and in the proposed movement of scientific clinical
rescarch.

This invitation is extended to all physicians and surgeons whose
interest goes beyond the immediate case work of ordinary clinical soci-
eties ; and it is hoped that the invitation will be accepted by all medical
practitioners, irrespective of their present medical afliliations, who can
appreciate the necessity for establishing on an incontrovertible scientific
basis the certainties and limitations of the present practice of medicine
and surgery before attempting to add to the alrcady large and cumber-
some field of medicine.

The American Association of Clinical Resecarch is not intended to
disturb the present medical afliliations of its members nor to interfere
in the very least with the duties they owe and the privileges they enjoy
by virtue of their affiliation with any existing medical body.

The American Association of Clinical Rescarch is to take cognizance
of the fact that the clinic requires cold facts and conclusive methods,
and upon these fundamental requirements, the structure and the work
of the American Asscciation of Clinical Research are to be built.

It is of the utmost scientific importance to establish conclusively
all that is at present true in medicine and surgery, and only upon such
proved knowledge, to base any further advancement. The clinic deals
with clinical entities and not, like the laboratories, with parts as entities.
Therefore, clinical rescarch differs, and must differ, from experimental
laboratory researches. Clinical research must consider clinical entitics,
and when considering parts, it must consider them only as parts and not
as wholes. All that subserves the object of obtaining and investigating
clinical facts and principles belongs to clinical research and the laboratory
is a part of thec means of clinical rescarch, but only a part.

The crux of the matter appears to be that experimental laboratory
proof is not sufficient clinical proof. In order to advance in an irresist-
ible line, clinical rescarch must be based on a conclusive form or method
of clinical proof. In experimental proof, we dislocate a part from a whole
and attempt to prove the whole from the part, as though a dislocated
part could always prove the whole. Or, we attempt to prove facts in one
spccies by facts in another species, as though the two species were identi-
cal. For instance, the experiments made on animals to elucidate certain cle-
ments of fever bring out a fact of almost insurmountable difference
between man and the lower animals, the fact that man has associated



