
164 TlHE CANADA LANCET.

AcTlo<N OF VALERIAN IN DIABETEs.-Dr. Dlou-
chard, of La Charité Hospital, has been making a AN INSTRUMENT FOR THE REMOVAL
trial of valerian m diabetes. In diabetes vithout 0F RETAINED PLACENTA.
sugar the iedicanient did not secm to diiinish the
quantity of urine, but azoturia was obviously Dr. Adolph Rascli, at the last meeting of the
aniîded. The quantity of urea disclarged in the 3lritish Medical Association [os/d. jour. of
twventy-four hours was much diiinished ; it de- 1 Grealt Bri/ain, Oct., '73.] advocated nechanicalcreased from forty-five graiimes (about eleven procedures for removing the ovum in those casesdrachns) to ten grammes (two drachms and a half). of abortion in whiclh ergot and cold failed to arrestIhe sanie results were observed im diab"tes melli- the lioetorrliage, and the tanmpoi n h.1s been given
tus. ln these 1cases, wevnc there existed azoturia a fair trial witliout bringing away the contents oftogetier with glycosuria, the quantity of urea always the uterus. In most cases this ran be loie by
diuminiled utnder the inluence of valerian. In the fingers in the vagina, aided by outwird fixation
some cases tiere was less excretion of watcr and of the Uterus. But still cases occur where thesugar; but tiese effects scened uncertain. liut retained placenta can be touched but lot brouglt
decrease iu the production of urea was invariable. down, and where prolonged and danerius hImor-
Valerian therefore prevets de-nutrition, and may rimage makes a speedy renioval iniprative. The
be cotisidered a saving iedicanent (molicmim t',/ iistrutienits contrived for that purpose seem to Dr.
d'Dta/xw). Dr. l1ouchard, mn respect to tins latter Rasch to all have the fauh! in coiml<on that thequalitv, quotes the custotis of various IndianI operator does not feel what lie lias hll of. His
tribes, anong whiom the wiarriors,'during a month istrument is a sensitivc for eis, ne halif of whiclh
previous to gomg out to fight, iake ise of valerian Conststs of the ind\ finger, the othr half of a
in every shape-i aths, in frictions. and inter- scoop, with a finely tootled howl jus large enough
nally. 'Ihy ascribe to the substance the strcngth for the ti) of the index finger, un whîich it is to beand cour.ge wN hich thev feel in going through l introdtced throulg the os. The 'p is pushed
marches, fatigue, and privation of food. This up on the outer Sidc of the ilphicemua, the indexproperty of valerian lias been observed in arsenic :mger guidinîg, and at last prewing the latter into
and bronde of potassiuii. Dr. Bouchard coin- the bowl. Three fmîgers of the ,aie hand per-mfenced with weak doses, iich lie gralually in- fori, by presing the stem into> the hollbV of the
creased to otne ounce of extract of valerin wtiout hand, what is necessary to traisforni this single
noticig any inconvenience. lade, or half forceps, into a comîple!te one. Thus

all danger of injuritg the uterus is obviated, and a
Ex'rRACTIoN r R ENAL CALCULUS TRIT THXN firîn purchase of the lhla- citc or membranes effected.

A CETURY AGo.-Ii a ratier scarce look cal]edI After five years' trial Dr. Rasch warm r recommtends
"Memi., Maxis, and Memoirs, by Williani Wadd, his sîniple and cheap instrument-\//neestern
Esq., F.L.S., Surgeon Extraordiniary to the King, Mcad Sur. 7 ur.
London, 1827," I fmnd, on page 24, the following
note or memoranduii :-" Mr. Paul, a surgeon at *
Strouci, in Gloucestershire, lately extract'd fron SK Dî s rL 1 ,. 'ey uses in
the kidneys of a woman, by an incision ilirougli I .skin discas s. anD. so i fy use
her back, a rough stone as large as a pigeon's egs alkalin solution of tar. The
and nîade an entire cure. It is the first of ti prescription is as follows :
kind ever performîed in this kingdom.-Gen's Il.-PCis liquido, gij.
Magazine, Aug., 1733." This struck me as so ex- Potassa: causticaïe, gj.
traordinary, and, in view of some recent cases and Aquoe destillatze. 3v.ai:ticles in your medical journals, so interesting, that M. ft. " Liguor icis a/a/ns."
I tliought perhaps you might think it worth a place -le adds :-" I have used this very extensivelyin your journal. Should you desire it, I might in the treatment of skin diseases, and with resultssend you sone other curious remniniscences from ihighly satisfactory; and a nu be- of m- profès-this a ine bOOk.-POOLY.-.AY Zi ec., Oct. 1 a, sioal friends have eiployed it witlh advantage'7 3 -1lyzt CYînic. also." :

FoR CHAFING OF INFANTS.-Take of powdered SUGAR BND MAGNESIA AN ANTL>roTE TO AR-starch two parts, white oxide of zinc one part. SENI.-The .17fouimV n/ iJlf/icll relates variousMake a flue, well mixed powder. Dust the abraded experiments conducted by Mr. Carl, with the
places with the powder, after proper cleansing. result of showing tlat sugar, miixcd witli magnesianîay serve as an anîtidote ici catses of poisoning bySir James Paget says the best wash for harden- arsenious acid, in w sli cases, too, tpe internaiing the skin to prevent bed-sores, is one part of use of hydrated niagnesia is nost valuable.-Lan-sweet spirits of nitre to three parts of water. cct, August 2, 1873.


