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AcTioN oF VALERIAN 1IN DiaBETES.—Dr. }ou~I

chard, of La Charité Hospital, has been making a .
trial of valerian m diabetes.  In diabetes without |
sugar the medicament did not scem to diminish the |
quantity of urine, but azoturia was obviously ’
amended.  The quantity of urea discharged in the ‘
twenty-four hours was much diminished ; it de- |
creased from forty-five grammes (aboui cleven

drachms) to ten grammes (two drachms and a half),

The same results were observed in diabetes melli-

tus. In these cases, when there existed azoturia

together with glycosuria, the quantity of urca always

diminished under the influence of valerian,  In

some cases there  was less excretion of water and

sugar ; but these cffects scemed uncertain.  But |
decrease in the production of urea was invariable,

Valerian thercfore prevents de-nutrition, and may ,
be copsidered a saving medicament (7t dicament

@épargne).  Dr. Bouchard, in respect to this Jatter
quality, quotes the customs of various Indian
tribes, among whom the warriors, *during o month -
previous to guing vut to fight, make use of valerian -
in every shape—in baths, in frictions, and  inter-
nally. They ascribe to the substance the strength -
and couraze which they feel in goinyg through lon' -
marches, fatigue, and privation of food.  This |
property of valerian has been observed in arsenic i
and bromide of potassium.  Dr. Bouchard com- |
menced with weak doses, which he gradually in-
creasuel Lo one ounce of extract of valcrion without
noticing any inconvenience.

ExrtractioN or RENAL CALCULUs Moke THAN
A CeNTURY AGo.—In a rather scarce hook called
“Mem., Maxims, and Memoirs, by William Wadd,
Esy., F.1.S., Surgeon Extraordinary to the King,
London, 1827,” 1 find, on page 24, the fullowing
note or memoranduin :—* Mr. Paul, a surgeon at
Stroud, in Gloucestershire, lately extracted from
the Kidneys of a woman, by an incision through
her back, a rough stone as large as a pigeon’s ed,
and made an entire cure. It is the first of the
kind ever performed in this kingdom.—Gean's
Magazine, Ang., 1733.” 'This struck me as so ex-
traordinary, and, in view of some recent cases and
articles in your medical journals, so interesting, that
I thought perhaps you might think it worth a place
in your journal. Should you desire it, I might
send you sowe other curious reminiscences from |
this same book.—PooLEY.~—V. V. R, Oct. 15,1
73 —1%e Clinic.

For CHAFING OF INFaNTS.—Take of powdered
starch two parts, white oxide of zinc one part.
Make a fine, well mixed powder. Dust the abraded
places with the powder, after proper cleansing.

Sir James Paget says the best wash for harden-
ing the skin to prevent bed-sorcs, is one part of
sweet spirits of nitre to three parts of water.

THE CGANADA LANGCET.

AN INSTRUMENT FOR THE REMOVAL
OF RETAINED PLACENT.\.

Dr. Adolph Rasch, at the last mecting of the
British Medical Association [Ohstit. Four. of
Great Brifain, Oct, '73.] advocated mechanical
procedures for removing the ovum in those cases
of abortion in which ergot and cold failed to arrest
the haporrhage, and the tampon has been given
a fair trial without bringing away the contents of
the uterus.  In most cases this can be done by
the fingers in the vagina, aided by ontward fixation
of the uterus. But still cases occur where the
retained placenta can be touched but not brought
down, and where prolonged and dangerons haemor-
thage makes a speedy remoyval imperative. "The
instruments contrived for that purpose seem to Dr.
Rusch to all have the fault in common that the
operator does not feel what he has hold of,  His
instrument is a scnsitive forceps, one half of which
consists of the index finger, the other half of a
scoop, with a finely toothed howl jusi Lurge enough
for the tip of the index finger, on whiclt it is to be
introduced throngh the os,  The < o 13 pished
up on the outer side of the plicenta, the index
ianger guiding, and at last pressing the latter into
the bowl  Three fingers of the same hand per-
form, by pressing the stem into the hollow of the
hand, what is necessary to transform this single
blade, or half forceps, into a complete ome,  "Thus
all danger of injuring the uterus is obviated, and a
firm purchase of the placents or membranes effected.
After five years’ trial Dr. Rasch warmly recommends
his simple and cheap instrument.— Northzoestern
dMed. and Surg. Four.

SKiN Diseasgs.—Dr. L. D, Bellicy uses in
skin discases an alkaline solution of tar, The
prescription is as follows :

B.—Picis liquidee, 3ij.
Potass causticaze, 3i.
Aquee destillate. 3v.

M. ft. « Liguor picis alkalinus.”

He adds :—“I have used this very cxtensively
in the treatment of skin discases, and with resul(s
highly satisfactory ; and a number of my profes-
sional friends have employed it with advantage
also.”

SUGAR BND MAGNISIA AN ANTIDOTE To ARr-
SENIC.—The Adouvement Melical relates various
experiments conducted by Mr. Carl, with the
result of showing that sugar, mixed with magnesia,
may serve as an antidote in cases of poisoning by
arsenious acid, in which cases, too, the internal
use of hydrated magnesia is most valuable.—Zaz-
ect, August 2, 1873,
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