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. Cases of Gunshot Wounds. l

‘was not.made by myself, but supplied to me, I am not

~ quite certain of its strength ; 1 have good reason, how.
ever, to think that its srre:xoth is what I have stated
‘above. 'The first patient took some of a diluted solu-
tion, and it is worthy of notice that she suffered from
a.uore“a, &c.; for three weeks after ; while the second
patient, who took a much larger dose, recovered his
usual appetite in much less time ; ; ‘probably, from his
having administered to him the proper antidote, whlle
- the other did not apply at all for advice.

*As “chloride. of zinc has great deodorizing powcr, 1

took the opportunity of observing, in the second case,
_that the matter vomited had no odor, which probably.
arose from the chloride of zinc. I was careful to ob-
. serve if the stools were fetid, and their being so, was
“perhaps some proof that none ol the chloude had pas-
scd lower than the stomach.

- ANTIDOTES.—Some time ago, on washmg my hands
mth soap, . after having had them in chloride of zinc
“solution, I observed that decomposition took place ;
and T thought, in the event of any one swallowing in
mistake, or-otherwise, an overdose of the ch]o: ide,
that either soap, or carbonate of potash, or carbonate
of soda, would be the proper antidote.

To a clear solution of chloride of zine, 1 added a
clear solution of carbonate of soda ; carbonate of zinc
was preclplmled and chloride of sodmm, or common
salt, ‘remained in solution. -

“To a clear solution of ch]ornde of 7.mc, [ adued a
clear solution. of carbonate of potash; carbonate of
zinc was prectpxlated, and mundte of potash remamed
in solution. -

To_a .clear solution of chlonde of' zine, I added a
‘solution of soap ;- the oil, or fat, in the soap, became
free, and floated in the mixzture in round and oval pieces ;

"carbonate of zinc was preclpnated, and murlate ot pot- ]

ash remained.in solution. '~
With regard to the requisite quam‘zty of‘ the antx-
dote :—as" soon as an overdose of chloride of zinc
‘enters the stomach, one of its first effects, fortunately,
is au emetic one ; but perhaps cases will occur where,
- from an! ove:loaded state-of the stomach, or some other
cause, vomiting will not have occurred by the time the
- physician - reaches’ the patient; in’ such cases, for a
. drachm” of chloride of zine, the proportional antidotal
‘dose is either a drachm of the carbonate of soda., ora
_ drachm and a-half of carbonate of potash, or as much
soap 'as contains the above quantities of soda or pot-
- ash.~ (In soap there is generally from six to ten per
cent of either soda or: potash Y In near!y all cases, it
_will" prohably. be ' found, that vommng will occur im-
.mediately ‘afier laking the ‘poison, .so that-much less
. than’ the. ahove. quantmes of antidote will suffice. It
s exceedmgly convenient 'to- possess an. antidote’ in
' soap, which is always to be had in.houses without de.-
lay. " Even when soda or potash is at: ‘hand, as well as
. soap, the. last seems. prefera.ble, as its oily part’is use.
ol enher as ‘an ‘emetic, or'to soothe the 1rma£ed or
abraded mucous ‘membrane. . Castor-oil may be pre-
~ scribed. to ccarry. off any’ of the chloride: whxch may.
" have passed the stomach. * Olive-oil, for a 'day. or two,
s “soothing to the ) mucous lmmg of the cesophagus and

etomach, and smaplsms or a blister to the epmastnum
appear to be all that is required. :

Chloride of zinc, in medicinal doses, is useﬁjl in.
chmea, neuralgia, Opll(’pS), &c.; in surgical practice
it is  used as a caustic and escharotic, and applied ex.-
ternally in a weak solution, it possesses stimulant,
alterative, and deodorwm(r powers over certain ulcers, -
where it has the great advanmge over arsenical, mer.
curialy and lead prep'u"mons. of never giving rise to-
constitutional disorder from absorption. A peculiar so.
lution of it (Sir. William Burnett’s Disinfecting Fluid) is
largely used to.preserve timber, canvase, aud cordage,
from decay, and to preserve, anq;omlcal preparations,
and for its deodorizing and disinfecting properties, -and
for various other hygienic prrposes ;- and this solution,
used in the manner divected, is perfectly innocuous.

[ have'looked into seven or eight of the latest works
ou Materia Medica and T\ oxlcolorry. and have not found

mention made of any antidote for chloride of zine: in.

one of these works, there is, in parallel cnlum'ls.a»

list of poisons aud their antidotes, and that for chloride

of zinc 'is left blank; so that, as fur as [ know, [ am

the first who has pointed out, and who has used the

proper antidote for this poison. ‘
Montreal, June 1, 1848.

Arr.' LIX.—-CASE "~ OF  ACUTE CEREBRO.SPINAL
ARACHNITYS, THE PATIENT HAVING PRESENT.
"ED DURING HIS WHOLE LIFE, AN IRREGULAR
INTERMITTING, A'\ID SLOW PUL&E WHH 0OB-
'SERVATIONS. . (
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‘Notwithstanding the great progress of patlmhwv of htc,.
it must be admited, that.the diagnosis-and treatment of
many nervous (]ISCRSEa, remain still- enveloped in much’
ol)scumy, which has not been diminished by the e
forts of some’ zealous investigators to establish distinc.
tions between the inflanunations of the different mem-
branes of the brain and cord, and of the ditferent parts
of the brain itselt.* I believe. am correct in stating that,.
as far as the spinal cord is concerned, we have made little
advance since the views of Ollivier were first promulgated
—yet if we examine  carefully the detached essays that.
have since appeared, and read with care the accounts:
of the epidemics of cerebro-spinal meningitis, that  have’
lately been published, we shall collect from all, an amount
of infurmation which will enable us to form a cuorreet’
diagnosis, even in cases as perplemng as that which-I:
am about to describe ; and it is with the hope of dircct-
ing attention to this obscure.. department of medical sci--
ence, and of adding a remarkable’ case to our 'scanty.

knowledge on this subject, th'xt I have lcud its p'trtwulars

before the [)!OfEbblon.: e P -

'Professur Albers, of Bnnn. has taken mm,h pains to estahhsh
the diagnostic signs of mﬂammulxun of the Dura Muter, the
Arachnoid, and Pia Mater, as separate afiections, a task of ext.rcmo\
difficulty, from the simple’ fact, of mﬂummamm never bemg con{
ﬁnod to one of these slruclures. oo



