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the churches ; he ivrote also a nar-
rative of bis Secession from Popery,
and various otiier works on different
branches of' Christian doctrine and
duty. A collection of theni was
ruade after bis death, and pubtished
ini folio, at Amsterdam, iii 1651.
They are al! written in the Dutchi
language.

Menno xvns a mian of ivhom the
world wvas flot worthy. Exercising,
as well as allowing, the utmost free-
<tom in religions enquiry, lie embrac-
cd, beside the doctrines which the re-
former.- in general received, soîne
opinions which were flot only hostile
to the Catholies (so called), but wcre
in littie favour witli the larger Protes-
tant~ sects un<ler Luthier and Calvin.
The age i which lie lived wvas flot iii
a position to forni a just estimate of
bis character, nor is it yet appreciated
as it deserves: its more striking ex-
cellencies wvere, however, visible to
ail wlio could look at iL without pre-
judice, and by many wvere honorably
acknowledged. Among others, whio
did flot allow a difference of opinion
to render thern insensible to high and
conspicuous worth, Mosheim tlîus
writes of iMenno :

"lHe had the inestimable advan-
tage of a natural and persuasive elo-
quence, and Žiis learning was sufficient
to make himi pass for an oracle in the
cyes of the multitude. He appears,
morcover, to hiave been a mari of
probity, of a meek and tractable
spirit, gentie in bis mianuers, pliable
and obsequious in is commerce ivith
persons of ail ranks and characters,
and cxtremely zealous in promioting
practical religion and virtue, wvhiclî
.lie recommended by bis examiple as
well as by bis precepts. A man of'
szuch talents and dispositions could
flot fail to attract the admiration of
the people, and to gain a great nuin-
ber of adherents wlierever lie exerci-
sed his ministry."

Happy would it le for Canada if
.a liozt (wec do îiot say of Meînnonites,

for in some things we sliould differ
froîn tiieni-but) of men endowed
witli the spirit and talents of Mcino,
were traversing lier soit in the lengtlî
and breadth of' it, and scattering as
tlîey go the seeds of Gospel truth and
ixniortal lif'c.

May the Lord of the Harvest send
forth nîany sucli, and may bis people
fp'el more sensibly tlîan ever tîjeir
obligations to strain evcry nerve, and
put forth every power, to advance the
cause of' Christ ini tlîis land.
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There is somiething in solitude
peculiarly snited to the (listressed
circ,îînistances of the lînnan family
-amid the various perplexities of
the worl(t iL forins a sweet and un.-
failing source of consolation, and
thîus proves itself as much the friend
of solid liappiriess as of genuine pietv.
The only moments of human exist-
ence to which iii declining age or on
the bcd of deatli the memory reverts
with unmingled satisfaction, are flot
thiose whi(,h are passed away in the
liurry of business or the glare of
dissipation, but those in which the
soul' lield converse with herself.
These are the "lcool and sequestered
scenes of lif, the bowcrs, s0 to
speak, in wvhiclî the traveller through
the world's w'ide wilderness sits down
to repose fromi the labours of the past,
and to recruit his failing ençrgies for
the efforts of tlîe future.

To say notlîing of religion, the
hours wvhicli ive spend in solitude
are not only the happiest but tlme
purest of' our lives. The vicions
man mnay be firm and resolute as long
as hie is supperted by the applauses
of tlie multitude, but let him, comie
into lus closet and suifer ecnsciencc
to speak, and bis firmn built porposes
arc instantly unnerved, and aIl tlie
uîiachîincry of' iquity stands -,ti1l.


