
7oleration, Mt regrd eiin l

the Romains. The inspired wvriter, afier saying, «'Let every soul be subject
to the liigher powers," and stating the various reasons iwhy they slîotld be
subject, in verses 7, 8. and 9. specifies that .vliich every Christian should
do, and titat wvhich hie rchould not do. in subjection, to the civil magistrale
'sRender, thereflor?, te ail their dues ; tribute to ivhom tribute is (lue;
custonm to whorn custom ; fear to whom fear; honor te iviion lionor.
Owe no man any thing but to love one anotiier; for lie that lovetlh another
hath fulfilled the law. For this. thon shait not commit adultery, thon.
ehait flot k-ill, thon shiait flot steal, thon shait not covet ; and if tiiere bu
any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying. name,-
ly, thou shalt love thy neîghbur as tl3yself. The dulies here specified,
which, the Apostie says, include every thing that is requircd of Chiristians.
as subjects of the higlier poivers, are mercly arîd only the civil duties
betwcen man and man. After rehearsing the latter five, commnandieents,
of the decalogue, the inspir,ýd wvriter adds, --If thiere be any other cern-
rnandmene" (the observance of which fails under the cognizance of the
higher powers,) doit is briefly comprehended in this saying, thou shait love
thy neighbor as thyseif." From this wc have unquestionable grrounds for
be]ieving that, the observance of the flrst, second, third, fourth and fifili
commandments do flot corne within the province of the civil magistrale.
The highcr potvers, therefore. assumed an illegitimate authority. (that is
went beyend their province,) and thereby robbed the people of their
inalienaible righit w~hen they made and enforced laws respecting the creed
which the subjects should believe. and ihe places of worship whicli they
should attend. By tue toleration act dissenters: are perniUed, te enjoy
their inalienable right. Toleration, whici is an alloivance given te that
%which is net approved, irnplies that dissent is an evii, an evii which, the
state lias a righit to suppress, When a iter deelares that hie gives oe
of his pupils a licence te depart from propriety, if wve do flot question the
tuter's fideiity, %ve naturally believe the pt.pil te be weak- in the intellect.
In lilie manner, -when the mtate ivhich assumned the guardianship of the
people's religion, passes an act of tuieration in favor of dissent frein the
state religion, churclimen naturally believe that dissenters are weak in the
intel'ect. About thirty years ago when a Rev. churchiman iho liad suc-
ceeded his father in one of the Western isles of Scotiand, heard a dis-
senting minister preacli, lie wras astouîished, and said, doI alwvays thouglit
the dissenters wcre silly, ignorant people, but thet k; a sensible man.*'

Justice to dissenters requires, that the state renounce ils illegitirnate nutho.
rity, and kcep -%vithin the province whIich the Sovereiga of the Universe has
assigned to it by taking cegyntzance oniy of the civil duties bctw~een man and
man. it is readily admitted that every magistrate alîould act the part of a
Christian. When lie acts the pa-rt of a chiristian, hoe uses the weapons.sp-
pointed by the Captain of Salvation %vhich aro ail defensire, except the
sivord of the spirit which is the %çord of God. When hoe acts fis civil
magistrate, he uses the weapons appoirtted by the state, vvhich. nre
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