
19.1THIE M.ImSIONAIIY AMBITIONS.

tile Il Poverty of Shantung, its Causes, Treatnient, and Ileniedies." A
careful perusal of these, iliteresting and able essays wotild convince any
thoughtful reader of three things. In the first place, thie evils to whichl
tic existing social condition is due are deep-seated and ancient, and their
roots are intcrtwined with tiiose, of the whole social system. I the second
place, the only impulse toward a serions inquiry into the cause and pos-
sible cure of theso, evils cornes frotn outhide the present, social systeni, and
s directly conneted 'with Christianity. Ir. the third place, these, evils eau
2ieidom be deait with directly. It fis nlot enougli to introduce new con-
ditions. Thae " personal equation" is the largyest and most essential
factor of ail, and witliout a modification of the individuals whio compose
soeiety, under any imaginable new conditions, the old evils wiIl presently
reappear with seven otiier spirits ivorse than the first.

].revious to, experience it %vould have sceîed tolerably safe te prjdict
that it wotî.ld bo easi'-r te modify the social condition of a non-Christian
community than te miodify its religions condition ; but as the resuli of
experience it appears that it is casier to introduce Christianîty than to
alter the type of the current civilization, and that the only permaniently
successful wvay te alter the civilization is first te introduce -GChristiauiity,
after whîch little by littie " ail these things shiail be added unto, you."

THREE ISI AR AMBITIONS.

DY REV. A. J. GORDON, D.D.

We are often greatly indebted to one who asks us a questior A
stndent inquired of us one day wvhethier the Bible anywhere sanctions am-
bition. Yes 1 for though t'ho word is not found in flic Ersglishi concord-
al'C it occurs in the original. The word pîotL-iiéolat, to love lionor, is
fotind three tirnes in the Greck Testament, and the three texts whcre, it
occurs cor.stitiite au admirable chain of înissionary exhortation.

I. Tfhe Field: IIYea, so have 1 Ibecn ambitious te preach the Gospel,
'where Christ 'vas namned, lest 1 shonld build upon another mnan's founda-
tion", (Rom. 15 -2 0).

This is not aceording to the course of this world. If one were buyinge
a liouse-lot it would be no objection, other conditions being favorable,
that lie could secure a plot vlheTe the foundation-stones had been already
laid, leaving nothing b hoe done but to rear the superstructure, story upon
story, tili the building should be complote. "No!"' says the apostle,
I desire a field wbere not a sod hias been turned, 'where net a turf lias

been broken, lest I slîould bnild upon another mnan's fouindation." If this
saying sotinds paradoxical, 'vo believe that on refiection the Nvbo1e philoso-

pyof missions v.i'ai be found wrapped up in it. The great commission
reads, IlGo ye into ail t'ho world and preach the Gospel to every ereature,"
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