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LEI\GT111,NlE1>l CO1IDS ANDI T ENTEE STAKES.
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CIJAPEL, LEICESTL, JUNE isi', Dy12 TH un:EIlO-I-IL.

'Viîen, a litrndred ycnrs agyo, itu p1eaîscil God to wakze fromn sleep> a

lct1jargic Chiurcli, fromn thie belfry of the ace tler ran ou a signal sud,
elud \Villiamn Carey's band -was on tlie belrp.And tlhese are thie word.s

lwllicl ccloed over I.e Clhureli of Jesus Chirist "Enlarýge thie place of t1hy
tet and let tbiem stretch forth the eirtains of tiiu habtlitationis ; spare

not, kengtlien thy cords, and itrençrtlien tliy btalw-s ; for thjot shiait break
fortht on tlir; right band and 011 the left ; mmd tbiv seed Shahl intherit the
Gentiles, and inake thie deisulate cities to be ibbtd'(Lsa1. 54 -2, .3).

Tliose wvords have mure than once rung out on this, centenary, and tlhey

ihil imore tLhan once ring out again ! But God's bell is flot cracked yct,
ana it xnay be wvell for its, as the litindred years have brouiglt titeir biauds
rouind on the dial to the evcn hour of the century, thiat -ie shonld burnbly

and rcvcrently take hold of tlic saine~ bell-topu and soundl fromn the saine
signal beil tlue saine implressive toues Enlarge thie place of tlîi tout,
and Jet thcmn stretch forth thie curtains of thine habitations !" for this is
time inost riiiarkable missionary text in the (ild Testamnent.

1 first want te vindicate this decision, which 1 mnake aftcr mnany years
of careflel study bolli of inissions and of the Word of God. In lie fir«-t

place, thle position of this text in this prophcv of Isai is peculiar and
fluiue. Thie Iast twenty-seven chapters of this prophccy, f roin the fortictlî
te thle sixtv-si\th inclusive, coutain flue niost rcmlarzabie Messimnic poemn
to hoe found iu flie pagcs of thxe Old Testamnent; and it is quite noticcatile
til.it tîme very book that mnodern critics arc suceking to pull to pieces Alould
cl)Inîuuin the suîbliicst of aIl Old Testamient, proplwcies abiout the «Mcssiah.
Thtese twuinty-sevcn chapters are, in tbc original Ilebrew, dividied iute tlirc
lb1 4s, nin mmc lupters each, as the ehapter division.- run in our version,
.Ici lbook si, nalizing, ils conclusion by a certain refrain "Tli-re is no

nwu*,s iuTv God, to the wvickcd ""Thierp is noe pence, ,;.itli mmm God,
tdutle Nwicked ;1" and the hast book concluding wvith the saine sentimient,

Cr111'1lu.d in miore impres sive phrasel-m.ey : "Thieïr wermi shah! not die ana
their fife shall not be quenclued ;" "Thiere is ne pence, saith mv God. te
thie wit!ke." In flic exact centre of t1ue iiiddle book of flic tbree coines
tuie ifty-third chapter, ocuipying finis the precise centre of the entire
Me.-iani.- pocul. Timat chapter contiimms twclvc verses and fourteen di.stinct
dcclarations of the dnctr*.ine of virerions sa.crifice. It is like a gremt radiaînt

rnbv7 uet in the front of a coranet,%with nianv joewchs roand aliouit it, bunt

obviîous- lime central rein of thein ail, artel itls* cilor is 1..lod-red. It i a
rcmrk:xIechater semmmsteion fit een hc ~.w~h bîlbiscolutil mmîkc

n'îetliin., of it, miles, t.lo mner." î it to Iurt>iali-X' two contraietôi'y

Mesimh-"mo. 1 'il of -ofiiet, and thec sýnhrr a o~sah f conquest;
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