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_wrong in the sight of many foreigners. Now, Japan has rejected
treaties made on her own terms, approved by her ministry and by
uninimons public opinion. The anomalous jurisdiction of foreign
powers, and the seclusion of foreigners in “settlements ” and within
“treaty limits,” is Japan’s own choice. Who will undertake the re-
opeuning of this question, no one can say. "The Government really has
no policy beyond postponement. What the action of the Diet may
be, it is impossible to foresee. The wisest statesman would hesitate to
foretell what a year will bring forth

Political Parties.—The agitation against the treaties was of no
importance until it became a question of political parties. Count

Okuma has been the head of the Kai-shin-to Progressives. His
enemies of every opinion, radicals and conservatives, combined against
him, vsith the treaties as their rallying ery. There are anti-foreign
conservatives in Japan who say, “Japan for the Japanese,” and in-
terpret that very proper cry in the very narrowest spirit. These men
use Buddhism and Shinto as political instruments. Their following
is small. Then there are the Liberals, with Count Itagaki as leader,
and the Grand Association, with Count Goto as leader, and the Progres-
gives, with Count Okuma as leader. Count Inoue is credited with the
largest personal following in Japan. Then almost every one of these
“parties” has factions that refuse to follow in party lines. Itis imu-
possible, too, to understand on what “principles’ these parties are
formed. The conservatives have a policy, but no man can formulate
the party platforms of the other. The truth is, thess are not parties
at all, but clubs and groups, factions of more or less strength attached
to particnlar statesmen and leaders. But the leaders cannot control
their own followers. There are Soshi in all, and the Soshi assert
themselves in divers manners, and with disastrous effect. From last
autumn’s campaign, it is evident that these groups can momentarily
unite in opposition, but when the temporary aim is accomplished, the
combination instantly breaks into its original fractions.

The Outlook.—Japan has reached its political crisis. It has suc-
cessfully surmounted difficulties in the past. Prophets of evil have
repeatedly declared that the end is at hand, only to find themselves
speedily mistaken. Let us trust that this erisis, too, may be safely
passed. Itis not to be denied, however, that there are serious ele-
ments of danger. First, the statesmen who have guided Japan
through the perils of the past are in retirement. Their future policy
is a matter of speculation. Ito especially discredited himself. He is
rumored to have been the power behind the whole agitation. Many
think him unwilling that Okuma should succeed. The newspapers
have reported incerviews with him, which, if true, confirm these
rwmaoors. Second, it is apparent that the Diet is to be the scene of
severe struggles between ill-defined factions. It is gravely doubted
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