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*voxgin the siglit of mnany foreigners. Now, Japan has rejected
treaties made on hier own terms, -approved by lier rninistry and by
uflLfimfons publie opinion. Thle anomalous jurisdiction of forci gn
powvers, and the seclusion of foreigners lin "settiements " and within
"ltreaty limits," is Japan's own chiioce. Who wvil1 undertake the re-
opeiiingli of tixis question, no one can say. Thle Governnment really lins
11o policy beyond postponement. Wlhat the action of the Diet may
be, it is impossible to foresee. The wvisest statesmani -vould hiesitate to
foreteil ivhat a year -%vill bring forth

-Political Pres-heagitation against the treat:es wvas of no
importance until it became a question of political. parties. Count
Okuma lias been the hiead of tlhe Kai-shihî-to Progressives. His
enemies of every opinion, radicals and c,)nservatives, combined against
ii, vA'th the treaties as thieir railying cry. Tiiere are anti-foreigxî

conservatives in Japan wlîo stiy, "'Japan for the Japanese," and in-
terpret that very proper cry in the very narrowest spirit. These meni
use Buddhism and Shinto as political instruments. Their following'
is srnall. Then there are the Liberals, -%ith Count Itagaki as leader,
and the Grand ëAssociation, wvith Count Goto as leader, and the Progres-
sives, withi Count Okuma as leader. Count Ixîoue is credited witi the
largest personal followving in Japan. Tien almost every one of these
"lparties" bas factions that ref use to follow in party lines. It is imi-
possible, too, to understaxîd on wlîat "prixîciples"' tiiese parties are
formied. The conservatives have a policy, but ixo maxi can forinulate
the party p]atforms of the other. The trutlî is, thes(-, are flot parties
at al,> but clubs and groups, fact-ýins of more or less strength attached
to particiar statesmen and leaders. But the leaders cauxiot couitrol
their own followers. There are Soshi i ail, and the Soslii assert
themselves in divers nianners, and -%vitlî disastrous effect. From last
autumn's campaign, it is evident tixat thiese groups can momentarily
unite in opposition, but when the temporary aim is accomplished, the
combination instantly breaks ixîto its original fractions.

§Pho Outlook.-Japan, bas reacied its political crisis. It lias suc-
cessfully surmounted difficulties in the past. Propiiets of evii hiave
repeatedly declaredl that the. end is at hiaxd, oxîly to fixîd tiieniselves
speedily inistaken. TLCG us trust tixat this crisis, too, may be safcly
passed. It is not to be denied,, ]îowever, that there are seriouis ele-
mexîts of danger. Fiirst, the statesmiex wlio have guided Japaxi
througli the perils of tue past are lu retiremexît. Their future poliey
is a natter of speculation. Ito especially discreditedl himself. le is
rumored to, have been the power behind the, wiole agitation. Many
think hini unwilling tiîat Okunia, shîould succeed. The newspapers
have reported int~erviews with him, which, if true, confirm these
ruiaors. Second, it is apparent tixat the Diet is to be the scene of
severe struggles betwveexî ill-dIefixiedl factionîs. It is gravely doubted
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