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BY DELAVAN L., PIERSON,

Turkish Empire,* Persia,t Araiia}t North Africa,§ Russisl Oriental Ohristian-
ity,T Mobammedanism,**

MirssioNs IN TURKETY.

Modern missions in Turkey were be-
gun about 1805 by the colporteurs of
the British and Foreign Bible Society.
These were followed in 1819 by repre-
sentatives of the American Board. The
inhabitants of Asiatic Turkey adhere
chiefly to Islam, Judaism, or one of the
Oriental sects of Christianity. Work
among the Moslems, opeuly at least,
was soon found to be impracticable,
and still proves to be so. Jewish mis-
sions are chiefly carried on by Scotch

* Gee also pp. 50 (January) ; 119, 128 (Febru-
ary) ; 161, 193, 204 (March) ; 282, 285 (April) ; 383
(May); 431, 451 (June); BOL (July): 601, 613
( »ust) ; 685 (September) ; 776 (present issue).
New Books; ** Constantinople,” E. A. Grosve-
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Presbyterians, Church of England mis-
sionaries, and various independent so-
cieties and individuals. The most {ruit.
ful field for labor was found to be that
among the Oriental churches—Chris.
tian sects that had long since lost their
vitality and often their morality, by
constant contact wiith the Moslems
around them, and by their failure to
make a practical use of the Word of
God. These sects include the Arme-
nians, Greek, Bulgarian, Nestorian, Jac-
obite, Maronite, and Caldean sects—
all of them having become more or less
removed from apostolic life and doc-
trine. 'The first id2a of the missionaries
was to reform the churches among
which they labored, but while many
welcomed the new light and life, the
opposition of the ecclesiastical leaders
and their persecution of converts soon
necessitated the formation of an inde-
pendent evangelical church. The work
in Asiatic Turkey has been carried on
chicfly among the Armenians and
Greeks, and has now grown to be large
and flourishing. The recent persecu-
tions have almost put a stop to all prog-
ress, and have rendered the outlook
dark, if not discouraging. The effect
of the massacres has been, on the one
band, to put a stop to the active educa-
tional and evangelistic work, and to
bring to most extreme poverty and dis-
tress all Christinn sects ; on the other
hand, these times of trouble have shown
to the people among whom they labor,
and to the whole world, the heroic
character of the missionaries, and hss
thus opened the hearts of natives on
the field for further instruction, and
has loosed the purse-strings of Chris:
tians at home to help carry on thework.
The American Bosrd is the most im:
portant agency in the field. Their
work covers the whole of Asia Minor




