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lessen the amount of crime in the city throughout the year;
if you enlarge the number, you will increuse the crimes 5 if you
keep up the same number stitl, you wi'l prevent the ciimes from
being diminished by others,  The state of public morals in this
city, for the current twelvemonths, depends, in a great measure,
apon you. You occupy a place of tremendous responsibility.—
Upon yaur action it depends whether iniquity is to nbound in
this city, or be kept under restraint.  YWhat man, who is not
dead to every moral feeling, can think of occupying such a pos.
ition without fear ; aud wiinout feeling an anxious desire 1o dis.
charge the duties coanected with it in such a manner that the
narae of God will be houored, amd the best interests of the ety
advanced !

But, it may Ve pleaded that our rulers cannot mend the mat-
ter; for the law requires that tavern licenscs be granted, and
they have no ulternative but to fulfill its mandate. It is true,
the liw requires that some Jicenses be granted, kat it does not
define the number ; it does not deprive magistrates of the power
of diminighing it.  In point of fact, there hias heen a process of
reduction going on for sorie years, and the law offers no impedi.
ment to the carrying on of that process somewhat farther this
year.

But, whatever may be said upon this point, the law requires
that the cily shall be protected from the unlicensed retailer. We
cannot advert, without indignation, 1o the conduct of the magis-
trates on ihe bench, who havesuch a strong ¢ leaning” in favor
of the illicit dealers, as to render it *“next to impossible” to ob-
taia a conviction against them, They caunot but know that this
is illegal; it is a shameless attempt to set aside the very law
which they are appointed to execute; itis a piece of open in-
justice perpetrated against these who purchase a hicence, and its
effect upon pubtic morals is o deplorable, that we feel #t impos-
sible to exhibit it in colors tou hateful, or condemn it in languaze
too severe.  If there ir any regard to justice, or good morals on
the bench ; if conscience has any control over the acts of those
who sit there, ncither of which points would we for a moment
call in quesiion, we implore our magistracy to protect the ity
from the unlicensed vendors of spirituous liquors.

THE ALIMENTARY PROPERTIES OF WATER.

No fullncy has bein o fraught wh evil 25 that contzined
the short sentence “ Water has uo strength,”  To those holding
this opinion, the sharo which water has in the compesitian of the
auman frame mast appcar incomprehensible, since they are ac.
curtomed 1o regard it as beng wade up entuely of sol
which is £o fur from being the ease, hawever, that werc it pussible
to remove from 2 frzen body, all the maternls entering into its
steucture, excepting the water, there would semun n statue of
pufo ice, perfect in all ite parts, down fo the minutest lincaments
of the counteaance.  ln order to uscertain the relative propar-
tinn between the fluids and solids, scicaufic pereans have rerorted
to the cxpedicnt of placing n dead body into an oven, and there
allowing it slowly to desiceate, until it became ro light in weight,
that what had once, pethaps, been n strapping life-guardenan,
could, with na great cxerlion of streagth, be held out at ann's
length. A disungmahed Profceear in ane of the French Umversi.
ticg, selected fur the above purpose a corpse waghing 120 pounds,
and found, after many days® devang, that 0 was reduced to 12
ponnds; and 1t s aard. that badies, after having long been buried
in the burning sonds of Ambia, are found to have sustained a Juss
of weight even greater than that wduced by artificial means. The
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solid portion of the bedy is thus proved to be amazingly small.
and it may be compared to n fillagreo work of exquisite elabara.
tion, each atvm of which is inuncraed in a sphere of water, bearing
the propartion of nine to one. It will na longer appenr aurprising,
then, that the diffusion of » forcign, and a paisanaus fluid, like al-
cohol, throuyh this wess of hving water should be followed by so
meny disastroua conscquencer,  If the action of alcohol be
rought 10 bear upon water, and the animal tissites in their dead
stato, it wall convert them into substances differing materinlly from
their origrinal condition.  How inuch more likely in its continued
action upon the scnsitive and frail textures of the living organism,
to be succeeded by the Jdistuzbance and finnl destruction of tho
whole!  Exawples of this truth are of toa’ comman oceurrence for
farther eomment here,
Having shewn the propattion of fluids to the salids, T will now
devote o few words tewarde proving that water ia as cesentially
an alimient as bread or amimal feod. The body being made up
chiefly of witer, the Ings of this must be repaired by water, and
Lhenee itie in itgell a substance which conveyareal nonrishment,
The want of it is made s~nsible to us by an appetite #o imperious,
(thotif not gratfied, it gives rise to sufferings which it passes the
‘power of lanauage to express.  Thoy exceed in intenaity the
widely different agonies endured by tho victim of aleoho!, when de-
prived of kis deadly potion, But thus proof of (he ahmentary
Tpawer of water is exceeded by another which places it begand all
!diqpulo. persone have been knowen to live upon water olone. 1
fam aware that a statrment ko this, so celculated to cxcite jn-
'lcrcdulny, stiouldinot be advanced without salisfactory testimo.
| nimls astoits veracity : T shall therefore, quote my authority in
i full, premising that 1t 18 from the pen of tho Iate Dr. A. T. Thomp-
“san, o man of geeat learning and fine alilitics, wwho was Profcesor
Materia Medica in the Univeraity of London.  Ho says,
}" Weret necescary to prove by any other arguments, the utility
1of waler as an nhment, ond a8 procucing cvery salutary process
{ conneeted with the rapport of vitahty, we might mention some of
“ihie well authenticated cases of persons having lived on water
i alone, under eiscumstances which precluded them from obtaining
auy supply of sohd aliment””  “T'he information hero imparted was
‘ot for the purpase of exciting popular wonder, but it is insericd ns
"n received fuct in a dry clementary text book,’solely intended dor
sthe use of studenis. T have nsed the term water o its gencral
cwignificaton, the infusion of mnncent substances like tea, coffee
:nnd cncon, arc included under the same head, since water is the
basis.

I could dilat~ more at length upon this intercsting topic, but 1
ferust that enotgh hos been brougbt fusward to prove that water 1
#0 far from being # neutral or weakening sgent, that without it
{neshould cease to exist.  The faal error * that water han no
strengih in i1, has created a countless host of drunkards.

Mebicue.
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SONS OF TEMPERANCE.

Wo linve received & copy of tho * Jouraal of tho Procecdings of
Grand Divisinn of the Sone of Tempegance, of the State of Ten.
nersee,” for 1849; from which we learn the following particulars
of the atate and progress of the Qrder n that State.  “Tho Grand
Division met quarterly, in Jannary, April, July, and October.
During the fitst quarter, seturns hod been received from 1M
Divisions, shoving an aggregato membership of about 2000, At
the annual mecting, returnr bad been reecived frein 183 Divisions.
It sppears <hat the Grand Disision has granted 105 new charters
dusing the year, and gained a real accession to their members of
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