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IN RtELATION TO DISCIPLINE.
That -% stateocf affairs even approaching

Io that over which, %ve now mourn should
ObStrUCt lthe eXercisil of Discipline, mtay
n0t only le ea5ily SUPPOSed, I)ut nllappily
the very evils whiciî rendered il: imperative-
IV tlPceqsQry, conspireti to prcvetteps
sibiiîty of ils trular c'%ercite. A Church
sînsniind in failli is nressar.ly corrupt in
practicc. Trutit is in order te Godfineîss;
and whori it ceases te make uis piste, it is
tin longer considered iworthy cf bring con-
tended for.

Ivitti the worul departures frons Sound
doctrine, irhich wve have already poirited
oiîl,and thri grievoîts declensions in Church
arder licretofore stated, has advanced step
Ity step, the muin of ail sound discipline in
'argeportiansî cf our Chtîrch, until in some
pîlaces our 1-ery rame is becotr.ing a public
scandai, and the proceedings cf portons
and churciies connected %vith sorte cf our
Preshyteries, are hardiy te ho defended
fiom the accusations of beingblasphemous.
Amongst other evils, of whicéh this Conven-
tion and the Church bave foul proof, we
specifv the followving :

i. The impossibiity of ohtaining a plain
and sufficient sentence ngaînst gross errers,
c-ither ina thicsi, or ivhen fotund in books
printrdl under lite namres of Preshyterian
iiniçters,oriwhen stuch minîsters have been

Jirectiy or pcrsonally charged.
2. Tnie public counîterancethîug giron Io

error, and the complete security iii whieh
(,ur own menibers have> preached and pub-
lislied in newspiapers, pamphlets, periodi-
rais, and books, things utterly subversive
of 0cr syslem cf truth and order, wvhile
none thouglht it possible (except in a fcw,
-id they -alîninst fruitless, ittempts) that dis-
cipline couid bc Lercised, and thercforc
ine atlempted il.

1. The aisordc cly and uneensonablc mecet-
ing:s of lise people, iii wlîicl unauthorizcd
înJ incompetent ixc~ns coiîducted %vor-
4iîip in a ittanner sboc1e in- te puîbic decen-

femn.ales ofien lcadin-, in pra% er, in pro.
iliîscuoîis ascllcadsometiines in pub-
lie îîîstriîl.on ; the Lastv aDr.issioii to
(itlrch, pritilcgîs, and the fisîirc te e.xu-
ciqc any %%hulcsome dirillirec over tiose
,%is subsequcnlly fell inb sin, elven of a1
,ul lic and scandaloits Xind ; aiîd b%' liese
mnd ciller disordçîis, grie% ing and alienat;ng
1 lie pions ineYrtîbers Of 011 t hrClI5, and so

llrgmany of thein %vith ras)., ig.norant,
i1,I unconi, cntcd pertons, a9 gradusilly ta
iîtrr aIlr, vis1îîie îistinctiù~ss tcc h

cl'urcli oiild tlle orisd.
1 wirs,le iy oif nur mirtistets lhave

pi'11p1gales! error îstl rct ze-al, and dts-

lurbed the Church wvith irregularitnd disor-
ulerly conduet ; Bomne have entirely givens
up the Statcd Preaching of the Gospel, ot-
ors have turned alsidie te secuiar pursuits.
and olizers still wile nominaily esîgaged in
stme part cf Chîristian effort, have embark-
cd in the %vild end e.xtra%,atant speculamons
vvhich have se rcioarlsabiy signolîzetl tue
limes, thus fending Io seCtiarize and dis-
org&nizo the veîy nin;slry cf rcconcilia-
tion.

5. The formation in the bosom of our
churches, alîd ecclesiastical bodieus, of par-
ties ranged against cach other, on persona].
doctrmnal, and allier questmons ; sîites and
divisions amongst olir people-bîlter con-
tentions amongst Manly cf our ministers : a
generai Ireakening cf mueul coniifdence
anid affetion :and, in Borne cases, n resort
le measures of violence, .1uplicity, and in-
justice tolallY inconsistent î'îth the Chris-
tian naine.

DIETItOD OF ttSFot:îr.

Sucli being the state of tlîings in the
Preabyterian Churcli, w-e believe that the
lime is fully Caine, for the adoption cf sorte
measures, whch shahl speediiy f urnish relief
frotta the evils already referreà te. Under
this conviction, wo presetît otirselves rcs-
peclfully before you, priing you te lose ne
tirne, in s0 adju.stitig the important matters
at issue, as te restore at once purity and
peace ta aur distracted Church. lVe are
Obîligea ta record Our Mot solirn and set-
lied belief, that the cîcîcenîs of ocr present
discord are no'v leu nuniereos, toc exten-
sively spread and essentially opposed, te
warrant any hope Ihat they can, in any ivay,
lie cornposed, so long as they are comprets-
cd %vithin the limits of Our piesent ecelegi-
aslmcal organization. Mutuai confidence is
gene,oand is snatte be restored by any temn-
porîsing nîcasures. Thtis as a Sad, but a

Illain truîh. Il is a result ever wiiich the
Church lias long mourneil, and at %vhich the
viuid lias scoffed-but fur the ptoduction a£
î%itich we, and titose whil agree with us,
cânnot hîoid ourselves responsible, fîrmly
b.lievin,-, as we do, that we are, ina thna
Conlroversy, contenriing fcr the plain and
obviaus pîrinciffles cf Presbyterian doctrino
and jîolity. Ina,.word,itneeds but a glance
at lise generai chiaracler, tho personai affi-
nýties,and thc geogrup1icai relations of those
%% ho are îîntagonists te the prescrit centest.
te bo satîsfied Ihat our cresont cvii, have
not originated wîithin,but have been brought
frotn, %itiîout, and arc, in a great degrac,
lise conseqoencos of an unnatu-al inter-
mnixtuire of twço sitenta of cclesiastical ac-
tien, wxliiciî are, in aiiny respects, entîreiy


