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the artillery could work vory well at a pinch
for some time with the above establishment,
and somo counlry carls to carry extraam.
muuonition, with men to loolk after them. No
doubt in such a case old soldiers of all
ranks, officors and men, would bo available
in addition ; and if we had such o forco of
gung, Iseo no serious difliculty in keeping
it cffectually supplied with anmmunition in
Eogland. If we had to send them abroad,
we should require for each battery onoor
two more officers, five or six more sub-ofh:
cers (the scribbling and non military work
in which our non-commiesioned officers are
now employed for three fourths of their
tima would in such a case collapse ; statis
tics of religion, country, crimes, and the
like, if made out at all, would fall to civil
clerks), nbout twelve wagons, which would
need 10 be of a lighter and more practically
uscful kind than the present--probably t~ro
horse carts wauld be found the bLest, which
would reduce the number of horses requir-
ed to say filty additional, instead of nearly
two hundred, which the present cumbrous
mode of carrying ammunition would exact
—and geventy to 109 more men. There
would be no difficulty in getting men for
war service, with short terms of enlisttent ;
men who had served their lime, Militia,
voiunteers, and recruits, in part of men
from the garrison artillery, who cannot too
soon be organized on a notile foolins.
There would be of course somu little trou-
ble in expanding the battery bul not one.
tenth or one hundreth of what would accrue
from the formafon of a new field battery in
a hurry, which is really an instar monfis
work. Recruits aro of course a drawback,
but in point of fact every fighting army con
tists largely of them, und they became
aquerris in a wonderfully short time when
there is o good pre existent system, a sound
nucleus 10 attract and absorb them into
utself. But the question of reservesis not
one which I proposed to enter on i this
series of letters. Whether the Horse
Guards’ impossible idea of a large army
and enormous expenditure with correspond-
ing patronage, or mine of a largo well train-
ed expansible systemof nuclei, costing noth-
ing extra, and givinglittle scope forjonbery

1s preferred, 1 either case reserves will be
equally necessary ; the <ountry will not
pay for, and will not permit at any price,
such & monstrous standing army as alone
would meet the magnificent ideas of some
o! the would-be-Prussian essayists.

I think, Sir, I have now, under favour of
vour kind insertion of my letters, suflicient:
ly developed my view of how the most
pressing of our many military necessities—
the denrth of artillery—con te practically
and effectively met. I have heard that
snce | first wrote (0)ou the nucleus scheme
has heen * engaging the attention’ of the
authonities, but 1 do not hope for itsadop-
tion unless public opivion demandsit., I
fear there are threo fatal olj-ctions to jt—
first, 1ts directness and simplicity, which do
not recommend it to the military mediocri-
ties for tho moment in power ; secomd, its
inteligitnlity, leaving no room for mvstify-
g snd bamboozling the much befooled
public: third, and worst of ail, the damning
Wt oo that gt creales o new pa
tten ro—muceh csn Le forgiten, but not
tha fautt. However, that i~ not insuper-
ahle; if woe can only gt 70D field guus

If you will grant me spzce I will on ano-
ther oceasion try to show why denrth of oftis
cers and men ex'sls even in our present
establishment of artilery—whby depression
and discontent is universal among officers,
non commiissioned ofticers, and men of this
most important arm ;and how I think much
of it could be remedied ; premising that
neither to lavish more money on the [lorse
Guards’ view, nor to give n quarter:pound
more of meat, as athers of the samp school
suggest, will in my opinion meet the evil.—
Yours truly,

SWINGLUTREE.

Junior United Service Club, Jan, 15, 1-76.
e EmE — R

England’s Power by Sca.

(From the Londan Standurd.)

The streugth of our fleet is a subject
which never fuils to interest every English
man. ‘Timo huas not altered the truthful-
ness of the words of Sir William Blackstone,
that it is the Royal Navy of England
which *¢ hath ever been its greatest defenco
and ornament; i.8 ancient and natural
strength ~the floating bulwark of our is.
land.” Thus it happens that any apparent
short comings on the part of thescrvice are
viewed by the public with ecritical eyes.
‘There has, of late, been 2 decided nclina.
tion to look upon the navy with some dis-
paragement, there being o very prevalent
idea that its fighting power is not whit it
slould te, It wmill therefore bo interesting
to inquire into the strength of the effective
service as it exists at this moment, by
which means  fair idea can be drawa of that
most important question, its expansiveness
in the hour of necessity.

As an introductory remark it may he siat

-ed that the total number of vessels of every

class and description entitled to bo termed
“ITor Majesty's ships'” amounts to no less
than 560, with an armament of 3,600 guns,
and of this number 240 mounting nearly 1,-
T00 guns, are in commission, the remainder
Leing in reserve and employed on harbour
service.  But this i3 merely 2 suatement of
the fleat as it exists on paper, and fails to
convey any corroct idea of the effectiveucss
of the mavy ; indeed, itis far more linble to
mislead than to instract, for it is necessary
to uscertain the class and condition of eich
of these 500 ships before their valuo for of-
feuce or de‘euco can bo ostimated,  The
result may bs somewbat disappointing, but
if the number are greatly reduced, thero is
the coasolation thiat thosp which remain are
not ‘ dunimies ”

By this process of examination and
‘t gelection of tho fittest” our Iron clad fleet
is tound to cousist of 43 +hips of al. classes,
with an aggregite displhicement of 257,918
tons carrying 476 guns, and manued by
17 338 offisers, seamien, marines, artificers,
and boys.

Dealing in tho first instancoe with the ar-
mour plated broadsito ships according to
tonuage und class, as far a3 it 18 possible
with a tleet composed of so great a variety of
types, the nuwber of guns or complement
being no longer any gaide, wo huve the—

Minotaur. of 10 627 tons 17 guns (12-ton,
9in ) and a crew of 700 all told,

Agicourt, which may be termed a sister
ships.

L\!orlhumborlmzd. 10 53¢ tons, 25 guns (4

«qupped, manped, and bots Lt will be ad 1210n. 9n; 22 9o, Siu. ; 26 ton, T inY;
ticut ruatie  that his Royal tlighness may | complement 00

ceue “aud have tho disp. 3l of' a few

rore more of uunccessary atri useless “* ap ¢
pruutments,” Time the gresd. healer, willi

rapedy all that; let us ounly
quate ncld srhillery at once.

get an ado- : 1 in;

Achilles, 9.691 tons, 16 guns (1412 toa, 2
63 ton); cowmplement, 710.
Alexandra, 9.491 tona, 12 guns (2 25 ton,
: 10 18ton, l0in); complement,
50.

Warrior and Black Prince (sister ships),
9,137 tons, 28 guns (49 ton, Sin ; 2463
ton 7 in.) ; complement, 710,

. Sultan, 8,629 tons and tlercules, 8529
tons. 12 und 14 guns respectively (8 in each
caso being 18 ton, 10 in, and the remain:
(é?it; 12 tonund 04 ton guus) ; complement,

Lord Warden, 7 842 tons, 18 guns ) 12 (on,
16 9 ton ); comploment, 610.

Bellerophon, 7,551 tons, 15 gune (10 12.
ton, 563 ton ); complement, 550.

Royal Alfred. 6,807 tons, 18 zuns (10 12-
ton. 8 63-ton) ; complomeunt, GU5.

Iector and Valient, 6,80t tons, 15 guns
(29 ton,, 16 63 ton); complements, 605.

Triumpls and Swiftsure. 6.660 tons ; and
Audacious, invincible, and Iron Dake. 6,-
034 tons, each carrying 14 guas (10 12:ton,
464 pounder muzzle loading rille guus) ;
complement, 455.

Repulse, 6.190 tons, 12 guns (9 ton) ; com.
plement, 520;

R._sstance and Delence, 6,070 tons, 16
::.’;g(x)\s (29-ton, 14 6)-ton); complewent,

Shannon. 5,103 tons, 9 guas (2 18-ton, 7
12 ton); complemeat, 330.

Penclope, 4,391 tons, 11 guns \3 9-ton, 3
40 pounders) ; complement, 400.

Pallas, 3757 tons, 8 guns (4 9-ton, 4 64-
pounders) ; complement, 250,

Favourite, 3,232 tons, 10 guns (8 6} ton, 2
61 pounders) ; complement, 270.

Mesearch, sloop, 1,71l 1ons, 4 guns (6}-
ton) ; complement, 150, and the Viper and
Vi.xen, 1,228 tons, and Waterwiteh, 1,274
tons. gunboats, 4 guns (2 65-ton, 2 64-poun*
ders) ;3 complement, 83

These vessels carry 427 guns, and are
manaed by 14,494 men.

It was but a few weeks since that this list
was nominally strengthened by the Lord
glyde, Prince Coosort, Royal Oak. Ucean,
Z:alous, and Enterprise ; but with intent of
cle.ring the effecive hist of useless ships,
theso vessels have uow been counsigned to
the barbour servico reserve. The whole of
the Isst long to the *‘wooden ironclad®
class, having been laid down as wooden
vessels bt converted mto arpioured ships,
and they aro the first of our rouclad fleet
which bave been comdemued as uatit lor
further sea servico. Unfortunately, theso
still remain a smill numver of this type
amongst the foreguing effective list, anda
few years will probably sutfice to render tho
Lord Warden, Royal Alfred, Pullas, Favour-
ite, and Research metlfective. Tho waste on
the list of armoured stips by the removal
of vessels named amouunts to sbout 28,000
tons and 100 guns.

But us aset ot against this ¢ waste™ thero
aro coming forward and buildiog the broad-
side ships Temeraire, S.412 tons, 8 guns (1
25 ton, 11 in.; 418 ton. 10mn.); comple:
ment 500 ; and Nelson and Northawpton,
armoured covered deck corvettes, 7,323
tons, 12 guns (4 18-ten, 8 12ton ) ; complo-
ment 350.

Of turret ships thero are 14 the list being
hieaded by the Uhunderer and Devastation,
of 9,190 tons, armed withfour guus (2 38 10n
235 ton,and 435 ton guns respecuvely),
sud complement 329 and 340, Monarch, 8,
322 tons, currying4 25 ton guns in turrets,
212 toa chase guns on upper deck, and 1
63 t'n gun on the mnin deck, complement
525; tapert, 5,358 tons = 1S ton guus 1
turrets, 264-pounders on upger desk, com®
plement XK ; Giatton, 4,912 tons 225 ton
guns, compleanent 200 ; stspar, 4,010 1ons,
125 ton gun in turret, 264 pounders on
upper deck, complement 190; Princo Al
bert, 3,905 tons, 4 12 ton guns, complement
200; Wivern and Scorpion, 2,751 tons, 4



