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months without gotling clothes of any kind,
somo novor got uniform trowsors at all,many
never got knapsacks,and mado the campaiga
fighting while carrying small carpot bags.
‘b~ hardships theso men endured, and the
tude thay displayed, woll deserved a

-er fate. ‘T'ho following gives ah idea of
what theso bravo men enduted : ¢ Wo bad
hoped that after so frightful a day, wo might
havo found tolerable quarters (thoy had
marched 27 milos) in the little town of Sill3,
but when wo wero threo miles off, we saw
the road in front illumined by a yellow
smoko glare, and soon the wholp hoizon
secmed on fire, we knew what that meant,
we.were to encamp or rathor to bivouac in
thoso ficlds, which wero a foot deep with
snows. As wo drew near, tho Jight became
moro distinel, and our last hopes vanished,
At last camo our) turn, we piled arms, our
muskels sinking Jeep in the snows ; the pro-
miso of rations had been a deception, tho
men had aecither meat, no bread, nor fuel;
cries of anger and woo were heard in the ad.
Jjoing fields, wo were.az near dispair ss men
could be, but our duty was plain, 1t was for
us to set an example. 1 called my brave
sorgeants, whose unfailing good humour had

dene so much to keep uﬂ tha spirits of tho
others, aud we set to work to clear away tho |
snow. Thoquartermaster went and unfaston |
ed one of the lgrge hurdles which enclased
the fields in Anjou and 3Maine, and dragged ‘
itinto tho camp. Alter many efforts,wo got |
n fo.. half-dry sticks to blaze, and wo were |
soon scated on the larger pieces of wood
around the fire; few nmongst uscould sleep.
\Wo paseed the nigh in as much cheerful
conversation as wo could; 1t was the only |
way to avoid beiug overwhelmed with sad- |
ness, for the moment the sound of our voices |
cecsed, we heard on every side the waiing of §
the weary and the deep hollow coughs of tho |
sick, broken every now and then by wild
umprecations of dispair.

*“The want of food and drink had deprived |
all of the power of rallying.”

Yet these men were fighting not ona |
fareign so:l, far from their resources, but on
their own ground in their owu country,fight
ing for their homes and tho families. Weo
read a prescription of the death of the Duke
de Luynes, tho largest territorial proprictor
in France, aud his brather, Paul de Chevre -
use both simploe Volunteers, rifle in hand.
All that fair country which wds drenched
with tho best blood of I'rance; in the contest
on the Loire,had belonged totheir ancestors
and was theirs still for the most part. Tho
forest of Maurchénoir had beon their father's |
favourite hunting reSort,and-hke the knights
of old they fell,” one never to rise idgain,
lighting with their own men on: their own
land  Dulike the Voluntzers of Paris,theso
Volunteers of the Loire, were ayxious, de-
sirous of knowiug their duty dnd doing it,
and gallarily-and manfully they do it, but
how can ‘an army be improyisod? How !
leaven 300,000 men with four regulaf regi !
ments, ono regiment of cavalry, and ono
battery of artillery? Thereis nota géeater
warning in ell history of the impotenco of
gollantry and devotion, combined with ig-
norance,when opposed to‘knowledge and or |

" ganization:

-——

While tho attempt was thus being made |

ing than for the stoady action of large armies
whero tho want of knowledgo of details,their
absoluto incapacity for mancouvring, and,
the faot of thelr being qaute tneapable of
taking advantage of tho successes thoy ac-
hiove, ronder their exortions almost nuga.
tory, 1t hne generally followed in war that
theso Lands do more good whon scatleroed |
and acting independently than when massed. |
‘The history of the Peninsular War shows
tho same phaso of war, but such bands can
nover make any sousiblo alteration in tho
finnl result, They simply bLrought great
suftering on the inhabitants who wero pun-
ished by the Prussians if a Land of Frane-
Tirours did any damage; thus the villages
wero burnt,and thechiof inhabitants shot,if it
was found with a bund of Franc.Tireurs had
been harboured in any way—the conse
quenco was, that the country people were op
posed to them.

‘Tho siego of Belforl is a good examplo of
the value of such bodies. Th.so Lodics de-
fended the villages round that fortress, con
verling each into a stron post, and com
pelling tho Germans to attack cach village
slmost as if it woro a fortification, Wantug
ammunition, they cnst their own shells, and |
mado their own cartridges, and kept Bel
fort in Irench hands until the close oflhei
war, |
A German writer, speaking of the effect
of these Franc'lireurs, on the German!
cavalry in (he later stages of the ., tells
us ;—

' In the tir esomo campa.gn vn the Luire, |
tho cavalry divisions lay fur weehs i frony
of the eneniy, 80 a8 to ensure sume rest 19
the infantry, much exhausted by the numer
ous sanguii uy fights. lhe cavaley patrols,
worked in urukon ground, wiih a steauiness
and deler.uination for which the L'ronchsu,
often expressed thar admirauon, as not-)
withstanding their vanuy, they stll re-:
tained a spark of juatice. Aud low much,
was our cavalry larassed Ly tho bands o
Frane Tiveurs, fully organized alter Uctober,,
and carrying on &8 dungeious guenlla war.)
faro in tho country about the Loire, and to
tho north of it, how many heavy, unmerited
losses did it endure, yet it wearied not, It
was, however, often quilo nccessary to at-
tach infantry to it, to old small posts or to,
enable it to cross certain tracis ot ceuntry.

They further destroyed the raiwags amd,
{elographs in rear of the Geimansg, blowing,
up tunnols and bridges, Dut the Geimans,
checked this by an cxerciso of power hardiy,
in acccrdance with the laws of war; they
invariably burned the adiscent villages, and,
shot tho chief inhabitants, thus cowpelling,
the unfortunate I'reuch people to protecy,
their lines of communication. As anex
ample of this we m.y instauce the brdge,,
near Nuncy, the Franc-Tweurs destroyed it
the Germans Lurnt the adjcent village, shoy,

lthe chief inhabitants, levied 100,000% on,

tbz Province of Lorraino. and compelled the,
1 cople of Nancy to i1epr the bridge, the,
Prussian Terfect issuing  tho folioning no-
tice : —

Nuncy, 23rd January, 1871, 4 v,

*The Porfect of the M.urtho scnds the,
Maira of Naney tho following order . —
“Ifto morrow, tho 24th January, at 12|

of Spain during the Peninsular Wai, md
theso Frane Tireurs, that thetormer oporat.
ol in a thinly-peopled, poor, mountaine g
country, tho Iatter, m a lorule, nen popul.
ous country ; in the former caso, the peuplo
had little or noshing to loso; in the latter,
much.

I have been, perhnps, tedious in desenib-
mg tho real state of the Frencls Army at this
time, but I hnvo done 8o becauso | mn desie
ous of combating two sintements that !
havo often hoard made, ns being deducible
from tho war.,

Ono of theso statements is—

“Phat, because the Fiench Molules wero
unsuccessful, thevefora our Ml and

ol't'xuteors aro useless, and et to be relied
on,

Now, I think if you consider what I have
told you,youwiil see shat,lur from this beng
tho case, tho ill success of the Molile 1s
really an encouingement to vur Mititia and
Volunteer oflicers,

Iam quite prepared to aduut chat, when
twoAcrmics meotyuthor tungs beng equal,the
worst traiued sl tust yiold ; 1t 15 08 absurd
10 oxpiect untrained men to stund up beloro
rogular trained warkke troops, as 1y wouldt
bu 10 expect one of us to stand up to « pro-
fessional prize fighter.  But,of you luok at
the Mobiles of Liaunce, and comparo them
with our Volunteers aud Mdits, you wiil
find that tho lattor ars infimitely superior to
the furmuer as a Lgliting Ludy.  lhey have
becu in existence fui thany years. they aro
organized, nfllecred, snd tonined.  iher
cadres contain, vot vnly muny svgusar uth
cers, bt mauy. very siany other men who
have alarge amvunt of muitary hnuwiedge.
They Liave been scasiviued to aet togethier ;
0 act with regular troops,moura ur less § and
have confidenco iu thetusoives. o say that,
Lecauso tho Freudl Molile wero beaten by
tlicGermans, thercfore var auxiliary forces aro
uscless is, I thiuk, a acatcmone Lused on the
entire misconceptlion of the cage. Vi M
tivand Volanteors aie, us figuting bodies,
inLneasurally supeiivr to the Licuch Mobue,
They Lave reccived a fur greater winoant ol
t wtiag, diougl thar tramung and vigane.
atwn fulis shiurt of what would bo required to

‘ meet veleran troops.

Tlereluie, o st vonldusiva wiuch, L
think, wo caa faildy doaw frum tho recent
war is, that our auailacy fusces should ot
be depreviated, but diat, lovking to what tho
Mobide dil acoumylsh, and tho far more
JJhicicut state of the auxiliary forces, wo
may fuirly cunciude that they would prove
1103t valuable wuops,

Auother statcaucut Lolten licar mado 1s
that, incase of war, our Militia and volua*
teers wwould have the support of the regular
Aruwy, aud would not Le compelled to meet
a Lustuls forco alone, or almost alone.  Now
this stutcment is ono which, I thuk, the o
cent war cutitely disproves, At the bo s,
ing of July, 1370, there was a motion i Luo
French Asscuubly,somowhat simular to a o
ti)n wo ofton hear iu Lugland, to reduce tuo
Army by 10,000 men.  The Foreign Munster
was appealed to, and said France was at
profound peace, and need anticipate no war.
“T'ho Finance Minister said the country wouid
benelit Ly reduced taxauun, and su tho
Army was raduced en tho Isy of Jaly. loiv,

to place largo arrhies of untraided men in | noon, 500 workmen from the wurkshops of, by 10,000 men, aud 3ct on tho 15th of ue-
the field, bodies of irregular troops, termed | the town ara not at the railway stativn, the, tobr s, 100 days afltct Wacds,tl o regular Army

Franc-Tirours, were cmployed lergely in |foremen firat, and a certain

Franco; theso bodies did much resl servico.
They harrassed $he Prussian advance, kept
the enemics? - cavalry- from ‘advancing, and
when employed in fortified places did much
good work, It would geem as if irregular
troops were better filted for-irrogular tight

number of tho,
workinen next, will bo shot,”

Thése were no ompty threats, pnd the
action of tho Franclireurs was really confined |
and hampered far more by their own coun- i
trymen than by the Germans. Their being
this groat difference between the guorillas ]

of Vlance was ouly fuur regumenis ot infan-
try, oue regiment of cavalry, and six guns,
{(To Lo conunued.)

Kilwo members of the Manitvba Muunted
Doiice, vn duty at loronto, were fined ten
dollais 2ach for guang o taho A dnul.

.



