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NEWS 10 tELL.

Nelghbor, lend mo your arm, for J min not well,
This wound you gee ik searcoly o fortnighit old §
Al for o moessugo 1 had to toll,
I'vo travelted many o mile tn wet and cokl,

Yon 1s the old gray chatean, abovo tho (rees,
Ho bmlo mu seek ity my comrado brave and

Ay 3
BlntoFy Torostand Flver so brown and hroad, |
Ho showaed 110 Lho seeno us ho a-dying lay,

[ havo beon there, and pulghbior; Lamuot well;
1 Horo his sword nnd some of his curly hair,

Knoclked at tho gates and sald 1 had news to tell,
Eotered a chambor and suw his mother there.

Tall and stralght, with the snows of agoe on her

t
Brave and stern as asoldier’s mother mizht Lo,
Deep In her eyos o dlvingg ook of tho deiwd
sho grasped her stafr and silently uazcd at me.

I thought 1'd better bodead than meethoveyes
Shoe guessed 1t all, 1% never a word to tell 5
Tnking tho sword in her arms shie heaved nshich,
Clzu}pll;xg tho curl in her hand shie sobbed nud
ull.

1 radsed herup, shie satin astately clulr
Her fuco likoe death, but nut s tear in her eye;
Wo heard astep anda tender volee ontho statr,
Murmuring soft to an h}l’:mt’s Coolng ery.

.\ljv 1ady slie sat erect, sl sterner grow,

Finger on nottl shomontioned mo not tostay;

A pirl came in, tho wifo of tho dead, I knew,
Sho hold bis babe, and, neiglibur, 3 iled anay !

1 tried ta run, but I heard the whlow’s cry,
Nelghbor, 1havo been huet and 1 aun ot well;
1 me toGoa that never until X die,
May I agaln havoe such sorry nowsto teld !
— A he Year RKounds

REPORT ON THE RED RIVER EXPE-
DITION OF 1§70.

By S. J. DAWSON, CIVIL, LNGINLER.

[CoNTINUED.]

1f all tho boats should be exposed to
wreck in the chanuel of a river, for which
they nover were intended, thero was reason
to spprehend the most serious conscquen-
ces as to tho futuro progress of the Expedi-
tion. Wo were but at tho outset of the
journcy, and it was most important that

® they should rocch Shebandowan Lake, where
tho final embarkation was to take placo in
good order. 1 therofore urged strongly
upon tho officer commanding tho Field
Forco, the expe..dency of sending to Colling-
wood for waggouns, where, as tho sowing sea-
son was over, any number of farmers could
be found ready enouﬁhlto come forward with
their tomns. This advice was to & certain
extent taken, andalimited number of wag-
gons and horses were Lrought from that
place, but tho military teams began to full
off, as thoir drivers said from starvation,
being allowed but military rations. Some
60 of them were in hospital, and there were
neither horees a0 waggons to spwro for the
boats. Scoing thereforo that there was
nothing for it but the river, I sent voyageurs
to improvo the portages, and cndeavoured
toorganize some system by which tho boats
might be in as far as possiblo saved from
damage. . )

As tho chief responsibility of getting for-
ward the Expedition “was thus thrown on
the voyageurs, at atime when tho impres-
sion was catertainod in somo quarters that
it must be abandoned, I may bo permitted
hefore proceeding further., to offer some ro-
marks in regard to the men, from whom so
much was expected, and by whosc excrtions
a very different turn was soon given to the
general prospect.

The men forming the voyageur force, had
been engaged in various partsof tho country
and comprised among their number boat-
men and canoomen, from the St. Maurice,
tho Saguensy and the Ottawa. Thero wero
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Iroquois from Cauglinawage, and Algonquins
from tho lako of. tho Two Mouutains, Métis
from I'onotanguisheno and Sault 8t. Marie,
vaftsmon from tho ‘L'rent, and pure Indians
from various points on Luke Superior. Tho
following list shows tho numbers and 'ocali-
tics whence thoy came, '
Ottawa River. . ........ ceceeenss 160 men.
St Mauricoand Saguenay.. .o 121 ¢
Yenetanguishene,  Munitouline,

and various points on Jako

Huron........ ..

Riverlront...coviavnann IS § & Sl
St Lawrence, Caughuawaga, and
St. Rogis.. ... R . “

Lake Superior lndians, aud Half
Broeds..... weeae vereenes -
Toronto.... ... oo

8

6 ot

.....

705 men.

‘Ihomanagemont and organization of such
an assemblage, was of courso. a matter re-
quiring groat care and circumspection, 1
cauld not at onco turn thom over to tho
military. ‘I'wo classes, utterly unacquainted
with cach other’s habits and mode of life,
had to bo brought in contact, The ono
Inghly disciplined, but utterly inexporienced
in tho nature of tha work to be undertaken,
tho other rough, roady and inured to hard.
ship, but holding all fixed rules and re.
straint in abhorrence. Onono band was the
soldier, accustomed to obey orders and
cheerfully do whatover might be required of
bim, without troubling himself as to its
object ; on tho other, tho voyageur, gene:
rous and obliging, but in the bhabit of
thinking and acting for himself; he, atleast
would havo his vicws about what he was to
do, and how he should do it, and would
without meaning it, bo very likely to give
offenco to thoso accustomed to unquestion-
ing obedionce.

Under these circumstances, and after fully
weighing tho matter, in all its bearings, I
conceived it better to keep tho voyageurs
for a timo at least, as much as possiblo apart
from the military, and place them under
officers accustonied to their management. I
would thus liave an opportunity of organiz-
ing them, discharging such as should prove
ineflicient, and replacing them from among
the incn on tho works; and by tho time
Shebandowan Lake was reachied, would be
ina position to man the boats with picked
crews of tho most skillful voyageurs to be
found in_the country. .

The plan of dragging forwaxd tho boats
by tho rocky chanucl of the river having
been determined on, and notwithstanding
my remonstrance, persevered in, it remain-
ed for mo to aid in carrying it out in theo
manner whith as I have said, would afford
the greatest chanco of safety to tho boats;
the rocky portages were laid with skids, an
carcfulmen wero sent with overy brigade,
whether manned by soldiers or yoyageurs,
or purtly by both. .

From the point called * Young's Land.
ing ™ for eight miles upwards, the river, as
already cexplained, is cxcecdingly difficult
Soon after the arrival of the first brigade of
boats at that point, the oflicer Commanding
the Field Forco sent 8 number of soldiers,
unaccoimpanicd by voyageurs under the com-
mand o avery active and cnergotic officer
to try the passage, but afterdoing all that
could be expected of inexpericnced men and
straining every nervoto get forward, thoy
were obliged to return having been unable
lo get their boats up tho rapids, Somo in-
terest had been excited by this experiment
which it was said was designed to show how
much could bo cffected in the rapids in-
dependently of the voyageurs. Before tho
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discouraging effects of this failure could be
sproad far I had sent forward a band of
voyageurs who took up tho boais and, from
that time forward, the boats, in this difficult
seclion, wero manned whelly by voyageurs
‘T'o got them all past the section just rofer
cd to, occupied a force of 120 men for up
wards of a month, and it had becomo noces
sary Lo spread s0 many peoplo along tho
River, in this toilsome work of dragging
boats up rocky chanunels that, much to my
regrot, I was compolled to reduce tho force
on the road. At this timoe (about tho 20th of
Juno) mattors had become exceedingly
critical, Tho Indians brought at great ox-
penso from Nipigon and tho Grand Portago,
mostly loft. ‘Lhe Fort William Indians after
a trip or two descrted us. Fond as they arcof
voyaging, in thousnal way, tho work of drag
ging boats had bocomeso distaste{ul to thom
that neither the agont of tho Iludson’s Bay
Company nor Mr. Choné, tho Missionary at
Fort William, both of whom used theivinflu-
encoinourfavor could induce the:. tocontin
uo atfit,Jand I becamo apprehensive that wo
should be without guides in the interior.
Discontent, at the samo time, began to
manifest itself among & section of the other
voyageurs, * Why,'” they said, **do you
keep us dragging boals over rocks whero
thero is no water to float thew, when asingle
waggon would accomplish more in o day
than wecan in ten? Ly using waggons you
would have your boats in good order; whero
as, by exposing them to such usage as this
they aro rendored unfit for the long journey
yot beforo us.”  The majority of them, how-
over, kept chicerfully at their work and
when defections took pluce I had still tho
forco on tho works from which tosupply tho
loss. ‘Theso men kuew perfectly well that
waggons in sufficient number could easily
have been obtained, by simply sending for
them. Appreciating this, their patiencoand
endurance, under toil which they believed
to be unnecessary and avising from a mis
take, cannot too highly be commended.

As may be supposed tho boats suffered
terribly, row-locks wero lost, and oars in
quantity, and the tool chests about doploted
of their contents,

Boat builders, were however maintained
at different pointe along the route, and as
the strained and patched boats wero brought
forward they managed {o repair and fit them
for further trials. :

Carpenters wero set to work to mako oars,
the black-smiths produced row-locksas fast
as they could, and additional tools were
ordered from Toronto. ’

By struggling on that way the expedition
was saved fromdisaster, and those who wero
looking for an order to return weroe doomed
to disappointmont.

While the boats were being dragged thus
tediously over the rocks of the Kamanis
taquia and Matawin Rivers, operations were
going forward on the road. Thewaggous at
ficst very limited in number, were geadually
coming forward, ana stores were accumulat:
ing at tho Matawin and Oskondage. Except
on two occasions, after days of heavy rai,
tho road as far as tho Matawin Bridge, was
keptin fuir condition. From thenco to the
Oskondagd, it wasin a bad state no doubl,
but never so utterly bad but that a yoke of
oxen, with & waggon, could take from ciglit
{0 twelve hundred pounds over it, and hor-
sos with waggons, as well as oxen,'passed fre-
quently to that point.

The principal part of the workmen who
remained at my disposal, over and abore
the numbers engaged in the channel of the
river, wero placed at convenient intervals
along theroute west of the Matawin Bridge.

Several corapanics of the regular troops



