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of that river. In 1777 it was in the power
of the British, and tho triumphant junction
of Burgoyno's and Iowo's army could have
boon oftected if the latter know his business;
as it was, if the oxpedition which captured
all 1ts posts had only held them; Gates's
victory at Sarratoga would ba neutralised,
the relellion crushed by famine, and from
Canada to Long Island Sound & virtual bas-
rior would have shut out the New England
States from its supplies. In tho avidity with
which he now hastoned to sccure by infam.
ous means an advantage twice at least virtu.
ally in his possession may be read tho woeful
lessonsof experiancohich soldiers liko Clin-
ton has bequathed fo the country who em.
ployed him, A pert officerof’the rebel army
writes of him to a correspondent in discuss.
ing a plan for his seizuro which his carcless
habits renderad feasible, that *Congress
could not be better served by any one of its
own officers, and. ib would be impossiblo to
find a greater blunderbuss, prolific as Eng.
land undoubtedly was in the production of
such animals,! .

On tho 18th Seoptember Washington and
his staff'crossed the Hudson at Peck's Kill en
roufe to Hartford to confer with Rochambeau
—immediately afterwards Arnold willing to
bring matters to a crisis roquested Clinton to
sond André to moot him at some convenient
point near the American lines. For this pur-
pose the Vulture sloop of war was stationed
at Teller's Point, on the Hudson, and com-
munications being opened with tho shre;
on the evening of the 21st September a boat
was sont with a lettor from Gen. Arnold and
a pass for General Robinson, or his agent, to
accompany the boat’s crew to a point known
as the Long Clovo, two miles below Ilavers-
town and five miles below the house of Joshua
Hett Smith, the agent who owned the boat
and managed the transaction. Major Andrg,
under the name of John Anderson, embark-
ed and was brought to an interview with
General Arnold; but before the business
between them was finally adjusted the ap-
proach of daylight re.. “ered it necessary that
& place of safety should be sought where
André might lic concealed and next night
drop down to the Vulture. Against his re-
monstrances Arnold carried him within the
American lines and concealed him 1o Smith s
bouse, whsre he arrived in the dawn of the
morning of the 22nd. But meantime the
appearance of the Vulture had given uneasi-
ness to the commander at Verplancks, aud
with a four pounder gin commenced such a
fire on her as to compel the vessel to shift
her moorings and drop down stream out of
range. From the upper windows of the
house in which he had taken rcfuge André
beheld this transaction which oxerted such
o faarful influence on his own fate. . During
the greater part of the day he was closeted
with Arnold, who delivered to him tho follow-
ing memorarda which ho foolishly accepted
against the express orders of Gen. Clinton.

(1) “An estimato of tho forces at Wast
Point and its dependencies, Sopt. 13th, 1780,

showiug a total of 3086 men of all sorts.

(2) * An oatimate of the number of moen
nocessary to mar tho works.at West Point
and vicinity, showing a total exclusive of ar-
tillory corps of 2,438 {roops. -

(3) ‘“Artillery orders issued by AMajor
Bauman, Sept. Gib, 1780, showing the dispo-
sition of the corps in an alarm.

(4) " 8auman's return of the orduance
in the different forts, Jatterios, &o., at West
Point ahd its doponéonoics Sopt. 5th‘,‘ 1780.
showing tho distribution of 100 piecas.

(8) ‘““Copy of a statementof the condition
of affairs submitted by Washington to a
couneil of war, Sopt. 6th, 1780. ' .

(6) “Temarks on worksat *West Point, a
copy t0 bo transmitted to his Excelloncy
Genceral Washington, Sept., 1780.

“TFort Arnold 12 built of dry fascines and

wood, is in & ruinous conditiun, incompleto|-

and subjoct to tako five from shells or car.

cagses.
“Fort Putnam stone, wanting great re-

pairs; the wall on ths east side broken down |

and robuilding from the foundstion; at the
west and south side have boen u Chevaux de
Frise; the west side broke in many nlaces,
The east sido open; two bomb proofs and
provisions magazine in the fort and slight
wooden barracks— a commanding piece of
ground 500 yards west between the fort and
No. 4, or Rocky Hill, .

“Fort Webb built of fascines and wood, 2
slight work very dry and liable to bo set on
fire as the approaches aro very easy without
defences save a slight abbatis, .

“Fort Wyllys built of stons fivo feet high,
the work above plank-filled with eorth, the
stone work 15 feet, the earth 9 feet thick;
;_10 bomb proofs; the batteries without the

ort.

“Redout No. 1. On the south side of
wood, 9 faet thick, thewest, north and cast
sides 4 feet thick; no canndn in the works;
a slight and single abbatis ; no ditch or pick-
ott; cannon on two batteries; no bomb
proofs. '

“Redoubt No. 2.
bomb proofs.

*‘Redoubt No. 3. A slight woodwork 3
foet thick, very dry; no bomb proofs; asingle
abbatis ; the work casily set on hre; no can-
non,

¢“Redoubt No, 4. A wooden work about
10 feet high and four or five feot thick, the
west side faced with a stone wall 8 feet high
sud four thick; no bomb proof; two six
pounders; o slight abbatis;. & commanding
picce of ground 500 yards west.

*The North Redoubt on tho east side
built of stone, 4 foet high above the stone,
wood filled in with earth; very dry; noditch ;
a bomb proof; three battenes without the
fort; a poor abbatis; « rising piece of ground
500 yards south, the approaches under cover
to within 20 yards ; the wood easily fired with
faggots dipt in pitch, &e.

**South Redoubt much the same as the
North; 2 commanding piece of ground 500
yards due east, 3 batterias without the fort,”

Those were written on six pieces of paper,
probably for the facility of concezlment such
an arrangement affordod; the; wero all, ex-
capt the fourth, in Arnold’s handwriting, and
aro accurate descriptions of the migerable
attempts at fortifications which had deterred
Sir Henry Clinton from attempting to. gain
the command of the Hudson River. That

The same as No. 1. No

their state was not known in New York ar |,

gues great stupidity on the part of the Gen.

cral commanding, and entire want of enter-

priso on the part of his subordinates.
Through the mismanagement on the part
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of Smith it was decided that AndrS should
rotwn by land, although the Vulture had
returned to her former berth, On the eve
ning of the 22nd Smith «nd André accom
panied by a nogro servant and their horses
crossod the Hudson at King's Ferry--Andr
having changed his military coat and hat re
taining his nankin breeches and whito top
ped boots. FromVerplanks thorond, with it
ancient guide post and inscription-- Disk,
his di Roodetoe de Kshing's Farry,” lod north
wosterly for fourtecon miles towards Salem,
intorsected howover at threo miles distant
by thedireot highwayifrom Paeekskill through
Tarcytown to Now York. Botween 8andy
o'clock the party stumbled on an American
patrol, tho officor on duty demanded to sce
the passes giver: by General Arnold of which
they had two, as follows:
" ¥ Head Quarters, Robinson's House,
¢Sept. 22nd, 1780.

*Joshua Smith has permission to pass the
guards to tho White Plains and to return, he
being on publio business by my direction.

. “B, ARxoLD,
*Maj. Genl."”

* Head Quarlers, Robinsor -+ House,
“Sopt. 22nd, 176¢.

“Permit Mr. John Anderson to pass the
guards to the White Plains or balow if e !
choosss, he being on public business by my
direction, ;

s, 4B. ArxoLp, .
“Maj. Genl." ¢

They were advised not to venturo further
that night as they would be sure to be inter-
rupted by the marauders known on either
sido as Cow-boys or Skinners; they remained
during the rest of the night at the house of
s loyal Scotch settler and resumed theur §
journey at daybreak on the 23rd September. |
At Pine’s bridge, on the Croton, Smith took
leave of André, slthough the understanding ¥
with Arnold was to continue with him to
White Pleins, and if he had porformed hu g
compact André would havo been saved, Left §
to his own resources he abandoned the route §
he was on, and striking to the right took the J
Tarrytown Road at s peint about half a mile §
north of Tarrytown ; ho was stopped by throc i
marsuders, robbed of his watch and stripped f
of his boots, in the search for money or valu, {3
ables. The documents received from Genera:
Arnold were discovered, and as 2ndré could B
not convince his captors that he would re. §
ward them, and as they were probably deser B
tors from the loyal militia, they carried lum §
to the nearest American commanding office; [
Liout, Colonel Jameison at North Castle. |§
Still retaining his incognito as John Ander |
son he induced tho American commander to i
send s communication o General Arnold [
stating that he had been detained, ho at the §8
same time sending the captured documents §8
to Washington, Arnold on recipt of thisin R
timation at once quitted West Point, got on 38
board the Vulture sloop and reached New 3N
York in safety. André after allowing a res 8
sonable time to elapse wrote a letter acknon [§
ledging himself to be the Adjutant General g8
of the British army, atating frankly and freo pad
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