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The Prophet Apiot.
air xgv. D. Oxculz<TJE OIUJiQEILLEM O~RT.

Amas ezercisci bis prophotie gints within tbm kingdom of tbm
Une Iribes. ies home was uathin the tribal limita of Jadab in a
rali village amea! Tekoa sanne ton miles sootb o! Jerualem.

God, however, commissionod hlm ta ho fIlse prophot iîhin the
limit ofs etb Nortbern.Ringdoni.

Amos wat not a prophol by profession. lie dia! mat belong to
Ibm cohools o! the prophets. As ho sala hîmamf ie hoas umither a
prophet non apropbmt's sou, ie asonlyasthepherd ana!adresser
of oyeamore trase, an occupation Ibal mania! ual go far ta oultivalo
the externat graen Mo muob in demana! among Ibase wbo, ait Ihst
time, heid place ana! pover lu Iarai. Il wau an boumai occupe.
lion, howover, &ad ane that afforded muoh opportunity for medita.
tion. Ooiusequeuli when God umedea! a msengor ta deliver la
lias hingdom of Ihe ton tribus tbm revelation et fIlse wili He coula
rlad mns more fittina Ibmn Ibis humble man of Tekos.

The lime wbou Amos carriod on hic prophetia mark was dur.
ing tbm reigne of Tzlah, king ai Judah, aud Jcreboam IL, king of
Istaul. At thal lime Ibe Nonthoru Kingdoma vas al lia blgbesl
point o! matonial prosperity. Il was alway. lu Ibis ruspect moro
prosperous Iban the kiugdomn af Judab. Ils lands worm mare for.
tile. i limita mare oxtendea! and lse resourcos more abundaul.
Durng tbm relgu o! Ibis savereigu thora moe so ampiy dovelopea
Ibat ls prasparlty ascumea! 1,rge proportions surpassing Ibît
alloîma! aI aty preeediag or oocediug paria&. Jonoboam was not
a god man but ho was a muecoimafal king as men estimate suces.
As a soldior ho drova baek bis country'& enemie. oxtending Ibe
bounds o! bis kieldom ta Hamalh on Ibm norîh, Damscos on Ibe
north*masl an a t0heb Doad Sea au Ibm sooth.asl. A. a tatesman
ho appioda bimaeif ge deveiop lis resoorous, eocouaging as ho
ould bath agriculture ana! tradte. Tbrough these measures mucb

woaltb was aoaulâtea and groat material praspority secunea!.
Amas makes freqoont referouco ta tbeto elromstauea. Ho
spoaka of tbm cagruess wstb wbich soa appiea! thoeolves te
trado (8:5) ana! othors ta agriculture (5:11.> Ho alto montions Ibm
Ictoreat laken iu improviug homes ana! residoncos, soma erectiug
comfortable homes o! bown atone (5:11) othors ualtnealiog satis.
fIod util Iboy had palatial sommer and winIer residences (3:1)
and a lew ambitious ta have palaces o! ivcry (3:15.) Ail Ibis ho-
speaks tbm vaut weaitb tbaI hua! been snd was bcbng acumulatea!.

Takiug oerything ino considertion, baieven, Ibm country ait
large vas lu a TeM unhappy condition. Aeaoisted witb tbm
markmd prosperity wore many dopiorablo mile, smrn of therm lu.
dSma convoquent on thet prouponity. Iu Ibm firet place Ibm wealth
gtima! was very uneqaiiy dlaîrihuted as veallb geneally le.
While some wore exceedingly rioh, others worm ln a obronia cIaIe
of 6xtrome poverty. Moteover. arnong Ibm wer'thy moaavils
abouzdod. Thoy iveil lu sinfal lozury, (6:4.6.) Thoy oppressea
Ibm paont <4:1 8:4.) Tboy intedtered with Ibm course o! jusiae,
brlbiag the magistrales lest tbsy aboula! reeîralu iawlesanoas aud
violenc (5:10:12.) They am comnapted imane, the wmathy mer.
chants Iakiug adrantago o! Ihoir lots fontuato noigbbors. makiug
tbe epbab emali and! the shekel largo, ana osiug balances o! de.
oaîl, In the sphone e! religion, matters wue ne botter. Thore
was a groat show o! dovotion la Johovab, but Ihm heart mas uat
involved. Thia s cident fram Ibm reslivenass a! dealers dorng
the Babbatb ana! toast daya esgonly expectant se tbmy were of tbe
bout wbou thoy migbl resumo Ibeir dishon est trade <8.5.) Il is
stili mata ovident tram the fael thal lu their publia wotbip con.
dooted si Beibol, Dan aud athen places tbmy f..quenl trans.
grwoase! bmsecond ommandment. Theogalden caie a! Jeboam
vara *%!Ii made use af lu prmunting Iboir sacrifices nithIb
Lord (4:4. 8:14.) lu spito o! ils ptofpunity, Ihorefote, Ibm country
mlghl well ba camparca t a basket o! avmn.tipe fruit (8.1.)

14 vas bocauseof e bsa!d stalo o! affaite Ihal God sent fis
prophol. lie lookea! witb nndying comparsion upon tbm nation ln
is sin ana! %orrow, ana seul fis iuspired servant witb Ibe meesage
that Ibm occasion demanled.

Thesambtancc o! Ibm message was lb. nsa of righeoaneas
The people viota enoao tram oppression. Tboy mon. la moto
eut mustice. Thmy were ta beoome bonest in trade. Thoy worm ta
abandou Ihoir litsofc luxury. Goa, Ibm prophol was te teacb,
was a righous God sud aould ual, Ibeoeore, look wîth approval
opon uutîgbtonounu, but ou the couttanp demaudea! justice ho.
lwaou man and man. The mesaugo as il fait tramx tbm propbmVsa
lips meemed suce, but il was not, Il wai foul of menoy. For au
tbm nations hope lay au farsahaog th&%loaaeu Ia message
was tbm mont zuercalul IbaS wauld romind them o! tbsîr wrong.
dolng aud unge &hem ta torsako Il. Tho rmage wuas pecialy
meaul for tbm weaishy. Il as %boain Ibal mht as bastsnang Ibm
impcndiag tain, and il wss thetefoe n vubeir refarmatiau, chieily
that Iba h9pe cf tbm nltiIu, il-pendecl. A p-A.r man himitelr, urx-

Purienaed ln the opprueson af the r oh, the prophet was a fltting
agent ta deliver snoh a Message.

Aisooiated with tie demand for rigbWoneos wa a statement
af the penalty by wbiob rigbteonoss la sanctioned. The wrorag.
doer wus asred that anies ho forsooli his uays destruction would
overtake hlm. Want vould follow on bis luxury. The &lien
wold Inhabît hic bonnesa ofehwn gane and drink the wine pres.sdi
from hie grapem. Il entmmer and winter residences, witb hie
palaces o! lvary would bc destroyed, and hic citiez léeuiicd with
the dont. Hie kloigdoma woold hco avurthrown ana the peopie vold
Iota bandage. The oppreabor wouid b. approua, the robbsrwooid
bo robbed, who cela hie brother iro eiavery vooid bu enclaved.
A mighty nation would swoep aown upon thom bearing sway
overythiug la ls coprie. This vas Godls mslbod of gavsrnment
aver nation. and Ho weuldl make no exception in Isnaol'scuse.
AUl tbis the prophel wua to deolaro. Il wus a stern mesaage, but
il was dmilivered ln mercy hoplug that the people aboula bicorne
righteons ana thus &vert the thrateusd judgment. As Christ
atterwarde %polis of judgment tr save Hie hers no dia Goa
throngh is propbet speak at Ibi% lime boplng la save Ihe nation.

The prophet vas required ta agate, ana dia stat, certain con-
sidorations Ihat wenI la mako the julstc of the tbroateuca judg-
ment ail the more evideni. God had bestoweii many temporal
aud spiritual bleasing zpon tbjo nation. Ho had deliverea! thom
out of Egypt. Ho had caria for tihsm during.the foony jeans,
spent in the wilderLshs, and Ho had drIven ont Ibe Amori tes befors
thom, men in stature like the sedar and in strougth like tbe oùk.
To mncel their spiritual vanta Ho hais given tbem prophets ana
Nazarites. iu addition to Ibis, go haï! ln Hm providence dia.
ciplii Ihom in a way fitted ta correct their faches, sendiug for
thal porpose death, locoste, mildews, wara and soob like calazu.
fices. Ail ths blostinge and judgmenîs wore lut sided ta influ-
once the peopls for gond, and when tbe renait was nat securea! Ibe
golit was aIl tbe more aggneated, ana the judgment &Il the more
doserving.

Tho people ohcuisbed the hope thst theirrligion, tbsirreiston
ta God moula! aïvent Ibe Ibreaoneil ovortbrow. The prophol was
lnstruclea to show that Ibis was an nuounded hope. Ho was ta
tcacb them Ibat Ibeir religion divorcea tram rigbteoosnss
wonid bh o l hin of no boutâtl. Ood despised lheir feuis ana
sacrifices sud would not ho influeucea by tbom. Only by bocom.
Ing rigblooos woula! Goa favot bc eurea and the jodgmeut
avortea.

Bach truthe assooialud with Ihm demaud for night.eoaeaa the
prephol vau commismionea! ta teaob. And teacb lbem bu did, lu a
nmbrcer of adnm dolivered, aI difforent centres Ihroughout Ibm
joa.

Thé resuît o! Ide wark was fat tram eucarag. The bearlng
of Amigab, Ibm prisai, towardu the message may bo taken au an
indication o! tbe bearicg of tbm naticn as a whole. The conteo
queue was Ibat tbe ibreatened Iudgmenl feil ana the kingdom o!
lstmel was overthrown.

The prophet eaw Ibis. Ho maW it aimait tram the beginning
o! bis ministry. Ho also saw thai a select tom woula! sur-vive ana!
that lu the ay or the Lard Ibis amai oompauy would swel i mb
a prospenous multitdm. Iu clheir votds, ho saw Ihal through ail
tbe disanter. visilod upon Ibm nation on aocount a! sin, Ibe king-
dom o! God moula paîs unscathea. We may, therefare, an the
anthoriîy of Ibis prophet, cheriali tbe confidence Ibat rhatever lU.
may befai! Ibm wurld becauseof sin, wbatever uphoval may rend
society becaume o! uunighteousness tbe kingdom of Gcd 'wiU en-
dura ana extena ugt iRs sway sa bai h oo.extsnaivs witb tbe
habitable world.
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witb Ibm aid o! the Americau Board of Foreign Missions, bas
broughl aIl questions lu dispute betwemu il ana! tho Board ta an
and by doclaring itzol! inaependent of Ibe Board, and Ibm native
Trustes hava assumea complets contrai o! tbm institution. This
tbey ane enableil ta do legafly owiug ta tbe fael Ihat by Japanese
iaw natives aonu n hola real catei ana tbe foreigu missioarnes
wore obligea t amiect snob la represeul them. Some sncb uessr-
lion o! real contrai wau certain la srise seoaux or latar, but il iu
unfortumate tbat il shoula! have taken place witb so mach friction,
and cli11 more nfortunate in thi. ae ubat il abould bave
reanitea tram a Port o! roaclion in Ibe gnawicg Institution against
Evaugalical Ohristianity. Tha Trostees, indmmd, stli profes
Iboin intention ta maintalu ls Christian abaracter. bol there la
oonstderabla daubt au ta Iheir gond taitb lu expresoing snob an
intention, ana mliii more as ta Iboir abiiity ta carry il ont.. Much.
bowevan, ini depena upon tbm spirit Ibal may ultimately prevail
lu tbe native oburohes ana! à revivai o! trus religion smong tbeam
miscbl stili clirappaint Ibm texrs ct ils reai fonudere.
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