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‘The Prophet Amos.
DY BEY, D, MOKENZIE, ONANGRVILLE, ONT.
Amos oxeroised his prophetic gifts within tho kingdom of the

ten tribos. His homo was within tho tribal Hmits of Judah in &
rural village named Tekoa some ton miles south of Jerusalom,
God, however, commissioned bim to be His prophos within the
limits of the Northorn Kingdom.

Amos was not s prophot by profession, He did not belong to
tho schools of the prophets. As ho said himself Lie was neithera
prophet nor & prophot'sson. He wasonly ashepherd and a dresser
of sycamore trees, an oconpation that tyould nos gofar tooultivate
tho oxtornal graoo so much in domand among those who, at that
time, held placo sud powor in Israsl. It was an honest occupa.
tion, howover, #nd ons thas afforded much opportunity for medita.
tion. Consequently when God needed a messonger to deliver to
the kingdom of tho ten tribes tho revelation of His will He conld
fnd none more fitting than this humble man of Tekos,

The time when Amos oarried on his prophetio work was dor.
ing the reigos of Uzziab, king of Judab, and Jeroboam IL, king of
Israsl. At that time the Northorn Kingdom was at its highess
point of msterial prosperity, It was always in this respeot more
prosperons than tho kingdom of Judsh. Itslands were more for.
tile, its limits more extended and its resources more abundant.
Doring the reign of this govereign thero were 8o amply doveloped
that its prosperity assumed l.rge proportions surpassing thas
allowed at any precediog or snooccediog poriod. Jereboam was not
» good man bat he was a aaccosslal king as men cslimate snocoss,
Asa soldier he drove back his country's encmies extending tho
bounds of his kizydom to Hawmath on the north, Damascuson the
north-east and to tho Dead Soa on the south.sast. As astatesman
be appliod himself to develop its resources, encouraging as he
oould both agricultnro and trade. Through thess measures much
wealth was aconmulated and great material prosperity secured,
Amos makes {requont refercnce to these cironmstances. He
speaks of the oagerness wish which some applied themsolves to
trado (8:5) and others to agrionlture (5:11.) Ho also mentions the
intoroest taken in improving homes and residences, some creoting
comfortable homes of hown stone (5:11) others not resting eatis.
fled until thoy bad palatial summer and winter residences (3:15)
and a faw ambitions to have palaces of ivory (3:16.) All this bs.
speaks tho vast wealth that bad been and was being accomnulated.

Taking everything into conaideration, however, the countiryas
Iarge was in & very unbappy condition. Arsooiated with the
marked prosperity were many deplorable eovils, some of them in.
doed consequent on that prosperity. In the first place the wealth
geined was very uunoqally distributed as wealth generally is.
While some were exceedingly riob, others were in a obronio state
of extremo poverly. Moreover, among the wee thy moral evils
aboaaded. Thoy lived in sinfol luxury, (6:4.6.) They oppressed
the poor (4:1, 8:4.) Thoy interferad with she oourse of justice,
bribing the magisirates leat they should restzain lawlesscoss and
violenos (5:10:12.) They also corrupted trado, the wealtby mer.
chants taking advantage of their less fortunats neighbors, making
the ephah small and the shekel large, and using balances of de-
ceit. In the sphere of religion, matiers ware no better. There
was o groat show of dovotion to Jehovab, but the heart wasnot
javolved. Thia is orident from the restivennss of dealers daring
tho Babbath and feast daya esgerly expectant as they wore of the
hour when they might resame their dishonesat trade (8.5.) It is
#till moro evident from the faot that in their public worship con.
duoted st Bethsl, Dan and other places thoy f.2quentls trauns.
grossed the seoond commandment. Thegoldea calvesof Jersboam
were otill made uso of in presenting their sacrifices unto the
Lord (4:4, 8:14.) Iuspito of its prosparity, thorefore, the country
might well bo compared to a basket of over.ripo fruit (8:1.)

X4 was bocznso of this sad stato of affairs that God sant His
prophet. He looked with undying compataion upon the nation in
{ts sin and sorrow, and sent His inspired sezrvant with the meesage
that the cocasion demanded.

The sabtanco of tho messazo was the nesd of righteousness,
The people wero to cease from oppression, They were to mete
out jastice, They were to become bonest in trade. Thoey wero to
abandou their life of luxury. God, the prophes was to teach,
was a righteous God and coald not, therefore, look with approval
upon unrightoonaness, but on the contrary demanded jaetios be-
Awoon man and man. The messago as it fell from the prophet's
lips scomod sovore, but is was nos, 1% was fall of meroy. FKoras
the nations hopo Iay in forsaking unrightoousaess, that mossage
was the moat meroiful that would remind them of their wrong.
doing and arge thom to forsake it. Tho mostage was specially
moant for the wealthy. I3 was thoir sin that wwvas hastsning the
jmpeoding rain, and 1t was therefore cn their reformation cbiefly
that tho hnpe ¢f the natica depended, A por man himsell, ¢x.
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porienced in the oppression of the rich, the prophet wasa fitting
agent to deliver such & message.

Assoocisted with this demand for righteousness wasa statement
of the penally by which righteouaness is sanciioned. The wrong.
door was assured that uoless he formook his ways destruotion wonld
overtake him. Want would follow on bis luxury. The alien
would inhabis his houses o hewn stone and arink the wine preased
from his grapes. His summer and winter residences, with his
palaces of ivory would bo desiroyed, and him cities levelled with
tke dust. His kivgdom would be overthrown and the people sold
into bondage., The oppressor wonld beoppressed, the robber would
be robbed, who sold his brother icto slavery would bsenslaved.
A mighty nation would swesp down upon them benring away
evorything in its conree. This was God's method of governmens
over nations and Ho would make no excoption in Ierasl’s oase,
All $his the prophes was to deolare. It was a stern meszsge, but
it was delivered in meroy hoping that the people sbould bscome
rightcons and thus avert the threatened judgmens. As Chrias
afterwards spoke of judgment tr save His hearers so did God
through His prophss speak at this sime hoping to save tho nation,

Tho prophet was required to state, and did state, certain oon-
sidorations that went 40 make the justice of the threatencd judg-
ment all the more evident. God had bestowed many temporal
and spiritual blessing opon tus nation. Ho had delivered them
out of Egypt. He had cared for thum during.the forty years,
spant in tho wildervess, and He had driven ont $he Amozites before
thom, men in statare like the esdar and in strongth like tha oak,
To mees sheir spiritual wants He had given them propbets and
Nazarites. In addition to this, He had in His providence dia-
ciplined them in a way fitted to correot their faults, sending for
that purposs death, locuets, mildews, wars and such like calam.
ities, All thase bloseings and judgmeonts were inteuded to influ-
once the people for good, and when the resuls was not seonred the
guilt was all the more aggrevated, and the judgment all tho more
doserving,

Tho pecple oberished $he hops tbas theirreligion, their relation
to God would avert ths threatened overtbrow, The prophet was
fnstructed to show that this was an unfounded hope. He was to
teach them that their religion divoroed from righteousness
wounld be fo them of no benefit. God despised their feasts and
sacrifices and would nos be inflasnced by them, Only by becem-
ing righteous would God's favor bs secured and the judgment
averted.

Bach traths associated with the demand for righteousaess the
prophet was commissioned to teacb, And teach $hem be did, in s
numbar of addresses delivored at different centres throughous the
larad.

The result of his work was {ar from encouraging. The bearing
of Amigab, tho priest, towards the meszage may be taken as an
indication of the bearing of the nation asa whole. The conze-
quenoce was that the threatened judgment fell and the kingdom of
Isracl was overthrown,

The prophet eaw this. He saw'it almost from the beginning
of his ministry. He also saw thai a select few wonld survive and
that in the day of the Lord this small company would swell into
a prosperous multituda. In other worde, he saw that throogh all
the disasters visited upon the nation on aoccount of sin, the king-
dom of God would pase unscathed, We may, thersfore, on the
authority of this prophet, charith the confidence that whatever ills
may befall the world becanse of sin, whatever uphsval may rend
socisty becauss of unrighteousness the kingdom of God will en-
dure and extend until ita sway shall bs co-extsnsive with the
habitable world,

Christian Development in Japan.

The Doshisha University in Japan, foanded by Joszph Noesime,
with the aid ot the American Board of Foreign Miesions, has
brought all guestions in dispute botween it and the Board o an
ond by declaring itzolt independent of the Board, and the native
Trustees bavo assumed complete oontrol of the institution. This
they are enabled to do legally owing to the fact that by Japanose
law natives alons can hold real sotate and the foreign missjonaries
were obliged to select such to ropresent them. Some sach asser-
tion of real control was certain to arize seoner or Iater, bat it is
unfortopate that it shonld have taken pisce with so much friotion,
and still more nnfortunate in this cass that it shonld have
rosulted from & eort of reastion in the growing institution against
Evangolical Ohzistianity. Tho Trustees, indeed, still profess
their intention to malntain its Cbristian charaster. but there is
oonsiderablo doubt an to their good faith in expressing anch an
intention, and atill more as to their ability to carry it ont. Mach,
howavsr, will depend upon the epirit that may altimately prevail
in the native churches and a revival of irus religion among them
wmight still dicappoint the fears of ita xeal fonndere.
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