
TE'l (ANADIAN INDEI>ENDENT. 3

latiomi, 'vhici, iii these last days, ({'od hiat given to
lis ly 1lis Soit.

Thmeiti whl th is lias beemi d1o11, a satfe----eclluse
ain intellig_,ent anîd true ft dto--asbeen laid
foîr the' Stidy of

SYSl5.MAIIC TJiEGL0<GY

w Itici is si mupl ya gatherititg togethier, andi an arrang-
img it logical order of the scattereci and Il divers
Portions' of trutit. i t is the gltering togetîter
of the ripe fruits of all otiier stti(ies ; so tîtat tliey
ma14y lie lteld ini te mmiîîd iii tîteir proper order and
proportioiî,amîd lie nost available for practical use.
TMen wbeiî the Bible lias been thus studied iu it-
self. it romnains t be studied in its various appli-
Cations to Ituiîtanl life.

IIISTOfliC TIt1EOLO(;X',
is the study of tîte doctrintes of the Bible as tlîey
hiave lîceii ii(letstoodi and doguatîcally expressed,
lIb tbe Chureli, throughiout the centuries. Cburch
Iiistory is the study of those saie doctrines, as
tltey have lîccomîte incarnate, more or less perfectly,
ini the og iclife of the chiurch. Apologyetics is
tlte st.ucly of the Bible iii i elationto the oIbjcctiots of
its opponeunts. Sacred rlietorie and liomileties treat
of the Bible as tîte inspiration and substance of
the preaclier's sermions ; whie pastoral theology is
desigmîed to toacît bin how to apply the principles
of thte B3ible to the spiritual necessities of men, as
tliese are muet Nvitlt by humiii it is daily intercourse
wvitm tîteit, as tlieir spiritual leader ani guide.

1 dto itot iîan to say titat we are able 'vith our
present staffr, to covet- ail titis ground ; but wve do
aLs Mucli of it as is possible in the circunistances
andi we do it as "'cll as we can. Sote day wve hope
tîtr-otiglIi the gettcr-osity of the friends of the Colleg.e,
to dIo.;'l tItis tid more. At presetit, wve cover, or
shaîl front titis tîte ontvard, cover înost of tItis
gfroilld. But 1 have dcscribed thiese, studies, es-
pt-ci.tlly to shiow, howv, iii our theological depart-
nment, the Bible, is re-ally the centre of all Our
operations; andi no branchi of study is placed in the
c;irr-icnluiiitî inloss it is felt to lie îîecessary to an iii-
telligent, aîîd full, and practical knowledge of tlie
Witod of God. So tîtat wvhton mn say the Bible itself,
is miot suticiently studied iii otir timeological colleges,
you wvil1 sec that, in thtese inmportant particut .ars thie
charge is tiot true.

And yet, as 1 said before, f mnust admit that the
charge is Mi sotie semîse true. The falet is, that
the colleges have acted oit tîte assuniption thtat
thme tîecî whio pi-esemît theiemselves to lie educated
ior the workç of the îniniistry, do not need to be it-
fornied as to the simple facts of the Bible; but krnow
tbese -already, ltaviing iearnied theni by previolns
pet-somal study, and practicai Christian, vork. It
'vas thtouglit that no inan 'vould corne to Coi-
0 re wvlo 'vas not alr-eady a doe'otit anti successfut

studenit of the Bible, aiîd kiewv lo"' to Stud y it. ,Sn
the tiie--tlîe aIl too-iiiîîited tinte-at tie dlisposai
of the theologlical professor, lias been given to
those studies in whiclh it 'vas thoughit mon 'vero
miost deficient, and iii wiie they iiost itee(led
that kind Cdf help 'vhich, the prof,,ý.sor 'ýOuld best
(rive. But teachiers in tîteological serinhitries are
begining to lind that they liave been actingy oil
assuniptions nor altogether correct. Thli met. tîtat
coule Up are nlot, save in exceptional cîîvumi-
stances, so wve1l grounided iii seripture truth as thecy
thouglit ; nor do they inaifest thlat aptitude for
the study of the Bible as lias been su1tposed.

And sr, soinetbing more of titis neglected work
nmust tîud a place in the Coliege. 1 tlîiitk the col-
leges hiave presunied too illucli, and mtore titan
they have hiad any riglit to (Io iii the circunistances.
A ni.nmay hiave the tiatural ability iii every rec-
spect, and thte -race of God iii bis lieart, to niak-e
a successful uîînister, and yet lie inay not hlave bnd
tinte or opportunity to inforin bis iiiid wvitl Bible
facts, or train inîseif iii the2 wisest inethods of
Bible study. Indeed it is perhnps niot too mnucît to
say that it is possible for a mîîail to lie iii the mniiis-
try ail bis life, and yet not knowv bow to study blis
Bible in a rational wvay.

Now 1 tlîink that there is a great and f ruitful
ifield for wvork ; and I amn glad that it falis to iy
lot to cultivate titis tield. Not because 1 feel niy-
sel£f it for the task, but siniply because I love it.
To nie thiere is no joy comparable to the joy of
findiugc out liow to -et near tothe very lteart of
the Bible. As I tell the students, I cnt onl]y
a student inyself ; and can only give to thein 'vbat
I find. But as it is, titis keceps mie liappily busy.

This bias beemi, in sote ineasure, iiny workI during
the past four years, as I bave cornte up to Montreal
to give special courses of lectures on biblical litera-
ture. XVe have brouglit our Bibles into the
classes, and studîed tli, not simply in tbe li-glit
of tbe original text, but also, and cbielly, as tbcy
stand before us iii the Eîîglisli version. We have
sou.ght to find ont what the Book lias to say for
itself, and have felt tîtat wve have been wve1i repaid
for our labors.

This wvorz wviil nowv be nagd as iy labors
wvili cover the courses oin the Canion antd Criticisin
(both Lover and Higbcir), the examination of the
text, and of the Bible as the literature of a life
the life of God in mien, as tîtat grrewv througliout
successive ages.

XVe have also beeit able, uitder the iiewv arrange-
mient, for the fir-st tinte, to classify our students
according to their coilegiate years ; so that the
studies hein- also groduated in logical order, the
nien wvil 1 advance intel ligently froin year to ye-ar.
This ineans tmore lectures for the professors, anid
less foi tbe individual student ; but it also iiîeams
1 iucît more successful atîd happy 'vork thiai t old
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