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sonie of us tess than others. And in a parable we jplied: A man %vas about to be excluded fronm
have a supposed action set forth, and in aù anec-
dote a real action set forthi ; and we can see, by
wvhat soiieonie else did, or refused to do, an exai-
plc, a precedent, for ourselves. We have not the
!ea.çi troulé in coiig to a conclusion, regarding
seme otiier body's action, as te its righit or wvrong
nature: and we have te set humau actions away

fi-ont us, as it were, iii this way, befere we see them
arighit!

And wvith respect to every principle and theory,
pe3ple wvant to kilow Il.How it Nvili work V" Rere
they can be shown. How often is the test applied
to a theoretical speaker-if not in 'vords, in the
thought of the listener,-"l Meil, (lid you ever
know anybody do that 1" And if, before hie %vas
doue, lie showed, by actual facts, that it hiad heen
dlone, lie gaineid his point, and satisfied the hearer.

There are anecdotes and anecdotes! An anec-
(lote, whose o-ily importance is that it refers to
soine gYreat mnan, wvill soon ]ose its freshiness wvith
oft repetition. Some wiIl never ]ose tlieir fresh-
ness-yet, not to "lrepeat ourselves" too often, wve
even then seek to vary the ê arb iii which wc pre-
sent the saine truth. But we sha]J find, that the
stories that fit us best, and are best received, are
facts and circuistances that have corne under our
own experience. They possess more of our- own
individuality, and will be bettet' remenibered in
connection wvith what îre were trying Io cnforce,
than if they were niere)y things ive had read.

An anecdote or illustration nuust be, as it werc,
spontaiteouts. Lt just springs up, or conies to, hand,
to fli Up a place required,-to put the iinishing
toucli upon an argument, --or to strengthien by
example what has alrendy been prnved iii tlîeory.

It is net to he forgotteîî, tliat ani illustration
prores i.,.othiiig. W\e could obtain- (perhiaps net
se readil3', for ail truthi lits iiito ail other truthi
'Ntill we could obtain) illustrations fromn Nature
ruid frei l-listory, for false principles. And, in
this connectioiî, an illustration or parable is net
to be presscd fartier than it fi&s. For instance,
our Lord's coningiI is said te be like Ila thief in
the iiight." 'Now, there is lit one single point in
whiclh the likeness holds lietween our Lord and a
thief: and tlîait is that neither allows it to bc
known beforehand when lie is coming!1

TaEtLt an ill:,.ti-atioin of a faulty priiîcip.le ap.

chu reli-mein bership, for persistent wron(g-dom g,,.
He said, Il'The Church, is an Hospital ; yeu take
iii poor 'veak people, to watch oveî' thein, and
niake them lietter; you sbouldn't turn me out
because 1 amn bad in mor-al health-you should
cure me !" Now, if a chur-ch is an hospital, and
is. in every respect te Uc conducted as one, the
man wvas riglit: but that prior "fact" wîas only
assumad. But the churcli took the Ilil] iistration"
as proving something; and the man was retained
in mcm bership. Another brother, speaking of it,
said, "lThat churcli did -,rong,. A chiurch is a

Jfamiiy ; and if one menîber of the fainily is incor-
rigible, and is corrupting the other chidrezi, it
beconies absolutely necessary to separate 1dma fromi
the others, tili lie lia- reformed : they slîould there-
fore have exeluded hini !" Here Nvere twvo conclu-
sions reaehed ; ecd lcgitimiately enough, froni its
own illustration. BIut a churcli is net, iii every
respect, an hospital; ner is it, ini every respect, a

Jamily. The illustration only holds good as/fa?
asiti.

An illustration is like a pictur-e: an argument
is like a description. The one shows the trutli to
the eye, the car, thc imagination, the sense-tîe
other te thc thouglit, thej.udgincnt, the perception
alone. "lCharlotte Elizabeth " (Mlrs. Tonna> tell,,
us of a deaf-anid-dumb littie bey suie was briiiîgii
up, wlho dcscribed to lier his idea of the Day of
Judgment: ivh ii one gave, lus heart to Christ, the
Saviour of mnen took the great Ilbook*' that lay
before the throne of God, -and in wvhichi all Qui,
sins wcre put down, and, turning te t~he proper
page, brouglit down bis hand (stili blceding frein
the îîails of Cal'ary) over the page, leaving a red
sirak down the centre of the page' Then, as
ecdi one was called up on.thc Great Day, and the
book wvas opeuied, a "lpage-fuli " of sins werc there,
it is truc, but the streak of blood 'vas down tlit-
centrc-they were ail canccfled 'Now thc illus
tratien of this poor little waif would perliaps set
the mediatorial and atoning wcrk of Christ iert
cle-ar]y before an enquirer's nind, tlian a great
miany labored arguments andi explanations.

Aé' caution: net te let a sermion or an addrcss
be mainly stories. An "lillustration " is somietliing-
that illustrates, or lets in "llustre" or Iighit-a a

Wiudew" But a bouse niust. not lie all windows!


