
180 THE CANADJAN INDEPENDENT.

Sunday schools and bible classes under the mis-
ionaries' care. In every important itemx thE

year's advance hau been most marked, and
cails for devout gratitude to Hum who giveth
the incrmae.

TlHE W0<141NN)S DEPPIT'MENT.
The growth of interest in this department

has heen more deeided in ail hielpful particu-
lars than ewer before. Fourteen State Socie-
ties and hundreda of county, town, church and
neighborhood organizations now concentrate
the intelligent interes9t and make effective the
reaI of the wouien in our churches. Besides
the usual, famiiy suppilies, auiountiug this year
to $57,000, the contributions to the Treasury
by women, individuai and associated, inciuding
legacies fromi women, have been materially in-
creased. While a portion of these gifts has
been specia'ily designated by the donors for the
salaries of teach4ers and objects directly appeal-
ing to Svromanly sympathies, there is shown a
growing readiness to contribute for the gener-
ai purposes of the soeiety, thus helping the
committee proinptly to redeem their pledges to
the missionaries. Muchi help bias been reuder-
ed, also, by women in increasinc the circulation
of the society's leaflets, and of 'N; Home Mis-
sionavýy, in which several pages are set apart,
monthly for matters pertinent to wom-an's
work for home missions.

For this year, as before, the Woman's Home
Missionary Association (Boston> bhas paid the
entire salary of a lady teaeher in Worcester
Academy, and has g-enpirously signified its pur
Pose to continue thlis essential aid.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
The reported number of new Sur.day sehools

gathered by the missionaries and specially
-watched over by them is 296. The entire pres-
eut number of schools, so far as reported, is 2,-
097, with a memhership, of about 120,000-an
increase of 12 schoolls and 2,000 seholars with-
in the yeaîn

Foit iany years there iras mai ntained be-
tween the Congregational and Presbyterian
churches, ini xany mission fields of the'States
a union seheme, the wolf hiy down with the
lanjb with the usuai resuits, the ianb got in-
side the wolf, and added inuch to the wolf's
bealth and value. Over three hundred Con-
gr-egational ch'îrcees becamne Presbyterian.
This for inany years paralyzed Congregational
effort, buit of bite its old fire has returned, and
ire see the reits iii the foregoing sumuiary.

THE Ohi-istian Gt&ardiaa speaking of the
ilate conferences anid the growth of the Metho-
dist Churches in Canada sa.ys: '«In vifîv of the
unprecedented, accessions of the previaus Vear
ruany persons thoughit if the ngrowth of the
year Just ended shouid be founX to equal the
losses occasioned by death, reiovals, and prob-
able disniissions; or in othet- word.4, if the net
increase to the membershl of the Church for
the two year-, taken together sh ouid amount
to 20,000, there would bt'. nmuch cause for
thamkfulness. We are happy to state, how-
ever, that not only has tis resuit been rea-
lized, but the past year shows a large and gra-
tifying increase. At this writing the E~astern
Conferences-Nova Scotia, New Brunswiciz
and Prince Edward Island, and NewfouDdland
Conferences-are not closed, and we are there-
fore not prepared to state the resuits of the.
year's work with tbemn; but in ail the Western
Conferences, except Manitoba, fi-cm which we
have not received statistics, there have been
gracious visitations of the divine Spirit, and
on many circuits mauy extensive rev ivals liave
prevaiied. The net increase in the niember-
ship of these conferences is stated as fol',ows:-
Toronto, 2,318; London, 1,077; Niagara, 2,031;
Guelph, 1,905; Ba.y of Quinte, 1,388, Montre-
ai, 1,368-a total net increase in these six
Conferences of nearly 10,000." Au increase.
to the numerical strength of tiearly twenity-
per cent. On the other iîand the Wesleyan
Cburch ln Engiand is enquiring into the
reaýsous of its stationarY, even decliniug mem-
bership.

I.- the late General Assembly of the Presby-
terian CJhurc' h of Canada Dr. Toyriice, the
Convenor of 't'1ýe'Statistica1 Committee, sub-
mitted a veryýiLR and elaborate report, which
was received 1Výiti muchi grati:fication.' Comn-
mnunicants on the roll (reported) 127,611, an
increase of 4,167 over the pire-,ious year.
Nuinber of Preshyteries, 39 ; pastoral charges,
reported, 773. There are 113 vacant, charges,
748 mnisters on the roll, 68 withiin the bounds
whlose names are nof on the roll. Stipend
paid shows an increase of $2-4,902 on lastyvear.
The amourat, raised for churchi building is iuch
smalier this year than -0n several prev!Iicus
years. Tlîi.e expiains the fact that thoughi
there ha,-, been progress in the groût seheines,
of the Clhurch, the suni total of Contributions
for ail purposes is a little short of last year.
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