
BOOKS-PEACEFrYL DEPTES. ~7

genierally add erroneous particulars. 'No admit that ail speak of tie martyrdoin;
but it was customnary to exait the aposties by inaking thiern die that duath. 11, the
absencoe of definite knowledge, early writers assuined a gloricus dcath in hionour
of the persons they wislied to praise. Petor's miodeocf execution is embellishod
wvit1 the peculiar feature, that lie was crucified wit lis it-Iîad downward, ut his
own requet, iiot thiîikig hiniseif worthy to suifer iii thie saine posture as his
Master. The growth of tradition is illustrated by the fact tlîat the deathis of Paul
and Peter are said to have takein place on the sanie day, aîid in the saine yeair,
tlîough the earliest writers inierely say tlîat tlîey suiffored about the saine tinie.
Jeromo states tliat they were excetuted 011 the sainç day ; and thougli Augustine
places a year between themn, holding that tlîey died on the saine day of the nionth
cxîly, it came to bc universally believed, after Pope Gelasius' tinie, that they
suiffred on tic saine day (June 29) in the saine year. Even D)r. Burton declares
thiat the weiglit of evidence favours this identity of year and day. The mnore the
basis of the whole tradition is oxainined, the sliglîter ivili it appear. Tho Baby-
Ion of the Epistie contributed to it ; while it ivas tic interest of the Jéwish Chris-
tians to put theù' leader along with Paul iii preachîing to the Oiuirchi of the Iîîîpe-
rial city,, and puffering deatlî uiîder the samne eînperor. Early Christian writers
wvere creduloxa and uncritical. Tlîey repeated the statenuents of predecessors,
and added to thein -%ithout inuch discernniexît or censictexîcy. To judge fairly of
evidence wvas net tlieir talent. \Ve cannot. thierefero, assent te tic statement cf
Schott, thînt the fact of Peter's presence at Rene is one of the best attested in the
later New Testamient tiîiie."

BOOKS.
Milton, iii his inagnificent speech for the liberty of uîîlicensed printing, has a

noble passage on books :-" J deny îlot," says he, ",1but that it is of 'greatest ctin-
comrment in the Churcli and Commionwealth te have a vigilant eye liow bocks
demean thems8elves as well as nien, and thereafter te confine, iinprisen and de
sharpest justice on theni as malefactors-for bocks are net absolutely dead things,
but do contaîn a progeny cf life in themn te bu as active as that seul was whose pro-
geny they are; nay, they de preserve as iii a vial the purest efficacy and extrac-
tien cf that living intellect tlîat bred tliem. 1 knew tlîey are as lively, aîîd as
vigoreusly productive, as those fabuleus dragcn's teeth.-and being scwnl up and
down may chance te bring up arimed mnen. And yet, on thie other hand, uuless
-%ariîiess be used, as geed alhnost kili a mnan as kili a gcod bock ; whc kilîs a man
kills a reasonable creature-God's, image; but lie wheo destreys a gocd book kilîs
reasen itself-kills the image cf God, as it wvere, iii the eye. Many a mail liveï
a burden te the earth, but a good bock is, the precicus life-blocd cf a inaster
spirit, eimbahined and treasured up on purpoce te a life beyoiid life."

PEACEFUL DEATHS.
'Ne are tcld that, in the depths cf the ocean areznighty rivers, Roewing with calm

and noîseless currents, frcm. the pole te the equator, and frein the equater te the
pole. Down, deep dewn, whiere the roar cf the teiupest is nover hoard, where the
lash cf the ragixîg billow is neyer feit, hidden from, the oye cf mani, they pursue
their sulent way. These are flowings cf the xniglîty arteries, precerving the life cf
its waters, înoderatiîîg the heat cf the centre and the cold cf the extrenie. 'No
speak cf the wild axîd stormy ocean as if ail its secret depthis -%vert stirrediby sterins.
'Ne forget thiat it is only a surface agitation. The great heurt cf the oceaxi is
always calai and peaceful. Se a believer's outer life inay be full cf comfort iii the
enjoyment cf the Savicur's gift. 1' Pouce I leave ivith ycu," 'Isys Christ, 'IMy
poace 1 give unto you. Net as the world giveth, give I unto you. Lot net your
heurt be troubled, neither lot it bu afraid. "
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