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very claver, we arc only professional mn. And will they flot be tenîptcd tu
think soi If wc se>doin or never visit thern, if our earncstnes s ni erely -Iiat
of the pulpit, exlpcndiing'itself in public appeais, mero gencral exhortations,
addrcssod ta the mass? WVIît a moral power lias that prencher who can reacli
the affections of bis hearers, who can tuove theni to tears by the tenderness
of bis appeali. But how much greater the moral power' of the minister iwbo
by sucli an intinxate acquaintance with his people, as can only bc given by
pastoral visitation, lias thcir consciences on bis sidea nd lias won their hcarts.
The sermon of sncb an oe, thougli it mnay contain but littie that is striking
and original, and affording no evidcnce of either great genius or uloquece,
but ieriting only the naine of a plain, earne8t gospel @armion, is possessedl or
a mîoral powcr and productive of moral results, far greater and more nbidiiîg
than the inost brilliant effort of the niera sensational proacher.

If' we furthcr consider that inany of the impressions produced by prenching
and that night bave ripcned into conversion, arc lost because flot followcd up

bvpersonal and private dealing with the individual imipressed, and that our
i'isit.s te the flock often su-gest subjects for discourse and afford us an oppor-
tîînîty of studying huit nature in its exceedingly divorsified ferais and
pliages, even mîore valuable than that affordcd by tha study of the bcst book
on mental and moral science, it will we think be admitted that pastoral visita-
tion contributes to tha moral power of the preacher.

4th. The spiritual benefit to be derivod by the pastor hinisoîf from the
work, is wortlxy cf. notice in tbis conneetion. J-ow great the spiritual coin-
fort, and bonclit a pastor oftea derives from ftollowsjhip with the more devoted
or bis fiock. Fearing as lie often doas, that bis preaching is doing little or
no good, how is lie cheered in bis work when soine of bis people wbosc
opinion ha inost values, have the honesty and kindness to tell him that bis
ministrations are inost profitable to them. 0f net lesa profit are those to
hini spiritually, in whom ha takes less comfort, in whosa conduat as inconsis-
tant hoelias no coniplacency, whose indolence, or worldlinoss, or instability, calls
for remonstrance, rebuke, reproof. For do flot their faulta exorcise and,
thereby strengthen bis virtues? It is in the rough battle of life, and flot in
the coul of tIhennerit, that the graces and virtues of the privata Christian
are developed, strengt7teaed and perfected ; and it is flot in the seclusion of
the study merely, non aven in the delightful fellowship cf tia more spirituai
of the fiock, that the man of God is perfected, thoroughly furnished unto
every goed work, lut in the hand to band confliet with tho unhelief, the pro.
crastination, the indifference of the unconverted in bis congregation, and the
waywardness, ignorance, and apathy of niany who namneee naine cf tjli*t.
This is'the school in which ho net only teaches, but is himself taught,
patience, humility, forbearance, wir-dom, gentieness, courage, faith.

The position of the pastor is in smre respecta like, and in others unlite
one of the ancients, who bad many servants, ome good and othars very
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