
'111E 31w;ND HUILDEJIS IN CANADA.

Mod0(e of~ stating that civilization lias not yet reachied its highest
attaitiable forîn."

Mr. C. N. Bell, of Winnipeg, read a paper on IlThe Mound
Builders in Canada."

The scientifie journals of the day are over-flowing with arti-
cles on the mound builders. Sorne writers take decided o'round
in clairning for the builders a reinote antiquity, while others are
equally positive in asserting that they were the immediate ances-
tor-s of our modern Indians. Oiie becomes ratther bewildered on
iindinig that prominent, champions of the above opposing theories
rearrange themseives under different standards wvhen the question
arises as to where the Mound Biiilders camne frorn. WThile some
stontly maintain that they were an offshoot from. Central Ainerican
stocks, many are confident that they carne fromn the north. An
immense nuinber of data are produced. as evidence in support of each
one of these tlieories, but one fact seemns to have been at least partially
overlookedl by wvriters. It is more thanu passing strange that no
svstematic attenl)ts have yet been made to follow up towards the
north the broad, lnes of mounids and other earthwork remains left by
the rnotnd builders. An immense nuinher of mnounds exist, in
Northern Minnesota and Dakota north of the valley of the Mississ-
ippi, and yet little bas been donc te survey or explore themn. Two
g-entlemien in St. Paul latelv informed me that tbey hiad suirveyed
some thousands of inounds in -Min nesota, principally, however, south
of the source of the Mississippi, but the northiern districts were yet
virgin soil for the archoeologists. Anly information therefore that is
forthicomiing, which extends northwvard the knowvn litiits of the inound
builders' reniains Nvill be extremiely interesting and valuable. Coîin-
l);ratively feu, archoeologists are awzare of the filet that the Missis-
silipi River niound systein merges into one ranging up to Lakze Winni-
peg, if not farither. In 1867 two of the ordina-ry burial ]noun(ls of the
ztncated coxie férin 'vere discovered on tue riglit bank of the Red
River in Maniltoba, or,) a.s it wvas then called, the Selkirk settienient.
Soine interesting reinains were taken fromn themn, including liumai
and animal bories and skhulls ; ornainents of shieli, bone axnd stone
implemients; of stonc, -nd pottery, ail of wlichl (like too many of our
C;uxadizin ztrclioeologiQt treasures) were exported to enrichi foreigu
rnuseums. Little or no interest wvas taken in this inatter for a num-


