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Thursday as a day of humiliation, and the: tion and epposition by which they wero ussailed,'that it was all right if they had had as fen
Jaw requircd Saturduy services a8 a  prepa- counted their converis by lundreds and by 'conversions fullowing their preaching as we
ration for the Communion. What, thcn,l'l""""“"ds'_‘:‘“‘ perind 13 not 1‘9 bg‘ rch;rgc(l h:wa("l Orlgo 'paclk 0 ﬂl‘(e uarlller mres of out
s . metrely as a glorious morning of a Gospel day‘own Church—for 1 speak not, though 1 auphs,

was to be done with I;’.“,d“y? It, wouldl rc'flhe hghl of f'hich was to wax feeblcrlas the|of our own Church 1{1 later years. ¢ How ;‘zm
quire to huve some religious services, other-i g,y wdvanced, and the hight spread moro wide- it with her under the preaching of Livingstos
wise ﬂ}ﬁ impression made by the Th“md“)'!ly uver a dark and sinful world, It cannot belat the Kirk of Shotts, or under the munstey of
preaching, on the peoplo, would be effuced,!the true nature of Chiristiamty that, producing | M Culluch at Canbuslang, of William Guthre
and they would be unfitted for the propa-'great effects at first, 1t should wax tocbler as'at Fenwiek, of David Dickson at Irvine, and
ration and Communion days. Mr. MoKeu-'centunies roll over our wotld. Menupposed toit!of Juhn Welsh at Ayr?  Of Dickson it 1s -
zie kopt his Question meetings, and the any‘llhal n ils_becoming elfcxe.l—-lha‘g lh’e nauqnla'conled ll:]m unldcr lus ml:nslr:; umlnuul!ps were
effeot was 80 ugrecuble that other Ministerslnou something new,—sumething fresher, wit Vieonvinced and converted 3 hat people under
" . |new hife and powerin t.  And do not many of 'exercise and soul-concern came from everr

followed his example so far that, in they e friends of é)l:nsuanny,mauylrue Chrisn)nns'pl:lcc about frvine ; that he had sermon even
course of no long time, QUQS“OP meetngs even, practically, to snmne extent, indorse this'market-day fur the country people resorung 10
were held in almost all the parishes of the!sentiment, when, either avowedly or by wnph- the market, who crowded to hear lum, snd
North Highlands. It is not believed that cation, they hold that we are not 10 expecllﬁllod tus church as on a Sabbath-day ; that

they ever extended to Argyleshire,
did wany of the Lowland parishes scem

sition of the Ministers.
e D o B ———
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Ministerial Godliness,

SXTRACT FROM THE CLOSING ADDRESS OF THE!achigved in pentecostal times remains to the! Whifield preached !
MODERATOR OF THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.| Church, and belongs to her in all ages.

You are about to veturn, some of you, to
your quict, conntry hones, others of you to
the dit and bustle of our towns and cities, 10,

uisue again and afresh the work that the
glo\y Ghost has piven you wdo. Thatis the
great work of beseeching sinners to be recon-
ciled 10 God,—of preachiug salvation by Jesus
Christ to perishing sinners,—and that, be it
remembered, is the only salvation that sinners
can reach or hear of in all the umverse of God.
You have been engaged in that work ; some
of you for many years already.
has becn your success? How many have
you bruught to Cimiat ? I may assuredly be
permitted to hope that there is not a mimster
now heartng e but has been made an 1nstru-
meat in the hand of the Spinit 10 convert a sin
ner from the error of his wavs, and troduce
life that shall never die into a soul previously
dark and dead in trespasses and sins. But vet
how hutle frot do many, shall 1 not say all of]
us, see of our ministry ! How few decided,
indabniable conversions ! One, two, thiee, or
four such unquestiunable cases in a year would
fill the most of us with joy, with wonder,—the
thing is so uausual. Now, the question that
put to myself and to you s, Is this a right siate
of things ' Is there Scripture ground for the
necessity of it,—Scripture warrant for our rest-
g contented with 1t 1 I think there is not.
When we luck back to the first years of the
Christian dispeneation, we see men and women
in successive multitudes receiving the truth, be-
lieving in Jesus Christ as their Saviour, evi-
dently changed in their natureand dispositions,
and living holy, joyful hves in the midst of
ainany temptations 3nd sufferings.  ‘Che preach-
ing of Christ and salvation by hun then proda-

much in love with them, though much:

depended, of course, on the taste and dispo-iy),q power of working miracles.

.llp

Aud swhay

neither'such frmt from preaching as the preachers of'a large hali in his house in Irvine there were

primitive times expected, and so abundanly'often numbers of serinus Chnstians waimg t
received ? converse with bin,  And yet, with al} this ife
‘I'rue, we have not the gift of tongues and'among his people, and fruit from s misie
But it was!Dickson was wunt to say that the vinage ut
not by these that men were converted in the Jrvine was not equal to the gleanings at Axe
times of primitive Chiistianity. For verylin Juhn Welsi's time.  Audf these things be
many heard the tongues and witnessed the mi-|so, then why so httle of all this among usuux!
racles, and opposed and blasphemed the more,IAh ! we may well ask why. What wayhe
mstead of being converted.  Lverytlung lpower that converted men in pentecosial umes,
through which the trinmphs of the Gospel ware lor when Welsh, or Dickson, or Liviugsion, or
Was 1t the eloguence o
Thelreasoning of the men who spoke?  Wasy
truth of Gud, which may be briefly summed 'the truths which they declored ¥ Tt was ns
in the expression, ** The doctrine of thefther the une nor the ather.  Eloguence never
cruss,” and the Holy Spint,—it was by!made a dead soul become a living soult Trum,
these that such multitudes of sinners were re leven God’s ewn truth, never wrought 1tz
seconciled to God,—tlie doctrine of the Cmsslgreal change 3 fur thaugh that traih be gud
the instrument,—the Holy Spirit the sule puw-|seed, it must needs be quickened. The Holy
er,—warking the great change. ‘F'he doctrine!Spint was that power ; all God’s children are
of the Cross then preached is the very same!born of the Spirit.
that we now have in the Scriptures, and| ‘That minmsters among us now have the
there is not oneg word of 1th. Yoly Spirit being | Holy Spirit will not for a moment be question-
to be withdrawn, or of His puwer being 1o he'ed. For, verily, he is no true muster of
restramned, as Chnstianity spread over the Christ at all who has not the tolv Spimt e
waorld.  On the contrary, our Lord, when He may be endowed with natnral talents, and hare
promised the Holy Spirit to His disciples and 'an intellect of a high order ; he may have e
Church, said 1hat He should abide with them[joyed the benefit of a tharongh education, bub
orever The gift of the Spint, 1o convince|elemeniarv and professioual ; his wind niy be
the world of sin, of rightesusness, and of judg- stored with classic and philosophical lure, be
ment,~—to quicken and give spintual hfe to may have made himself acquainted wih the
sinness, and to sanctify believers, 1s a perma- facts of Scripture, and be well read i systems
nent gift to the Church, Ttisa gifton whichiuflheo]ngy ; he may mount the pulpit stamped
the very existence of a living, spirituaal Church|with the imprimatur of the Church, and ds-
depends. It is a gift also by which the plain- course eloquently to crowded and adminsg
ly and repeatedly promesed triwnphs of audiences ; but if he is not 3 new creatue,
Christianity, in which we all helieve, are 1o be and has not the Holy Spint, he is no true e
accumplished. And if to be so accomplished, nister of Christ. How solemn the thought
then will not the converting and sanctifying an sssembly hke tlus ! Professing, appeanes
power of the Holy Spirt need 10 be manifested |10 be a mimster of Christ, thou and T have the
many tunes more abundantly than it is seen|Holy Spirit, my brothes, else we are a walkieg
working now among ourselves T And if the every-day lie.
Holy Spint wronght so evidently, and brought! 11is well when the Holy Spirit dwells
so many plainly into spisitual life in the car'y ihe soul at all,—takes possession of some of
times of Chrstianity, and mus and will do 80 515 chabers, and makes them a fitung habus-
again before the promised triumph of Guspel|y,un for Hiself. But how much more desn-

swene} » Ko
trath, where de we Sad

do we fad warrani {or believing bl and glorious it is when He fills the whole
that rpennwh»le it is vain to expect Ris mighty soul—pervades all its affections and powers,
working,—that we are warranted to look only|and fills them, so that there is something lose
for drops, not fir showers. ly, gracious, holy, grave, spiritual, in all that

With such a warrant to expect a large and, the man says and does, in the very appearzset

ced fruit that could neither escape nolice norglorious work of the Holy Spirit in every age,of the man, ard the atmosphere by which hew
he mistaken—so abundant in quanlix‘y it \vas‘|and period for the conversion of sinners, corre- surrounded. It is this that I covet—intensels
and so distinct in its character. Now, does sponds many a bright page of the Church's'long for—for myself and for you, el
Scripture teach us that such frait of preaching, history. There are dark leaves upon leaves in fathers and hrethren. For it is only through
—such success in turning sinners to salvation, the volumie of that history, but there are bright men thus full of the Holy Ghost that crowls
was 1tended by God to be cunfined to the pri- pages intermingled. I go not very far away of souls are brought to Christ and to salvation
miuve times of Chrstianity ¥ 1 cannot find it|l'ur them. Follow George Whitfield, Johao Multitndes of immortal souls are penshiog
sa.  The pentecostal period when apustles and, Wesley, Howel Harris, Charles of Bala, around us, snd even in our awy conaregatiors.
aevangelists travelled from province to province, Rowland Hull (I might mention a host of athers) The power of the Holy Ghost, and no pow!
and from city to aity, unweariedly and faithful-|in their preaching salvation by Chuist cruciﬁed|else in all tho universe, is able to quickes
iy preached salvation by Christ and Him eru-|to perishing sinners. Did they expect no themn—to give them spiritual life. That pos- !
cified, and, despite the ianorance and prejudices|more fruit from their preaching than we ex- erusually acis shrongh the instrumentality
which they had to encounter, and the persecu-,pect from ours ! Would they have thought,the living preasher’s voice. All the greati
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