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lIELIGIQUS THOUGHTJN SCOT-
LAND,

14otland bas always been regnrded
as a stronglîold of' evangelical fiîitlî. In
the doctrinal standards of the Presby-
terian Chuirch there is a vcry full em-
bodinv-nt and expression of the funda-
mental priniciples of Holy Serijiture. A
consistent adhercncc to tiiese standards
b1as tended in an erninent dcgree to, pre-
serve the Cimurcli and the country t-orn
te inroads of' superstition and unbelief

and not offly hav-t Scottisi divines been
ainong the forcmost champions of ortho-
dox trutit, but for at least two hundred
years the Scottisît Churci bias provcd a
veritable bulvark of Protestantism, ia
the fullest acceptation of the terin.

Thiere are, bowever, very strikçingr in-
dications of a elhan.,e in the direction of'
a latitudinarian systern or spirit, by
wlîich a divergence from. "the oHù pathis"
will become inevitable, and througli.
which, it is fiýared by somte, that the
powcr of flic Cliurch ivili be injurcd.
As symptoniatie ofthis it is enoughi to
mention the controv, rsy engendcred by
the article of I'rof'essor Smnith on the
"&Bible" in the lle /C/Opoedza lritann ica
and the speech of' the 11ev. D. Macrae
ia the Greenock U. P. Presbytery on a
revision of the standards. Both 1 ýave
taken the country very muech by surpris2
and both have given rise to an amount
of disputation wvhich clearly demnonstrates
a greater contrariety of opinion on doc-
trinal subjei-ts than lias been previousiy
known wvithin the boi;oin of tuie Chu*'ch.

A remarkably strikiag areeon this
subjeet appears in the Mjarc.. nurnber of
the Cantenqporari lievieiw froin i th pen
of Principal Tullocli. It is charactcrized
like ail the productions of the ;vo:thy
principal, witlî closcness of reason and
clearness of expression, comnbined wvitl
judical calirness and phlosophical
acumnen. As a fair exposition. of' the
progress and aspects of religious thoughit
ia ýScotland at the present time, the
article is of great value, and should be

very ividely and carefuliy rend. In
this notice it is impossible to, do more
thn indivate the general purport and
bearing of the article ; and this even
will lie, of inuch int?rest to thosc who
wvatclî the refiglous condition of their
native ]and, and yet wlio may not have
the opportuîiity of' cxn-mii.ing in detail
sucli a striking, production ns this.

In the openincg paragraplhs of bis
essay Principal Tulloch says that there
atre many unmistakable sigus thiat the
'old and biard crust which so, long, en-

elo3-Pd the ieligious thoug-ht and life of
Scotland" is beginning to break up.
This c.tastrophe, lie says, ivas distinctly
fors"en by such, men as 'Dr. Rlobert Lee
and Dr. James Robert-on, who did so,
much as to promote the causo of -liberal
Christian tliotiglit." Sirice the Secession
of 1843, he considers that tie main in-
fluences wvhich have educated the youth-
fui Scottisbi' mmd have been Iargaly
outside the universities and tic Chuirch,
and have been "1partly literary and ; art-
]y speculative." Among the chiefs of
those causes whîich have operated
"beneathi the surface towvards a deter-
ranate change ia 'lie theological opinion
of' Scotlatid," lic mentions the tcachingg
of' Coleridge and the f-lares, of the sehool
of Maurice and Kingsley, and of Carlyle
and Erskiae, with the study of German
theology and metaphysies. In building
up 'lits acclesiastical sytcm," lie considers
that the Free Churcli committed itself' to
a sytt in of' "ultra-ortliodoxy" -e ider the
leaderý.hip cf Cuaninglian and Candlish,
to wlîose eminent ability lie pays a Just
tribnte of admiration. Even I)r. Can-
dlish, however, lived to, "neologise" in bis
oi'a behaif iii the ablest; and best of his
theo'ogical ivritîngs -"Lectures on te
Fat lieràood of' God"--n reply to, whichi
a champion of orthiodox.y appcnred in the
raiîks of' ic Establishied Church.

In the "sccond decade afier the Dis-
ruption," Principal Tulloch proceeds to,
show that a 'Iaew spirit of Christ ian
thioughItfulness muade rapid progress.'


