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lie wouid dedicate a portion of ail bis
worldly goods to the Lord-,, a tentA,"
wlaieh was the same proportion Abram
fixed upon. Are we to suppose for a
moment that the two patriarchs settled
upon the samne amount by accident ? 1
shouli tlmink mot. Indeed it seems to
me that the reason wlîieh justifies our
citing bis earnerstness in prevailing
prayer as an exansple, holds good in re-
fikrence !o this case, for botm are record-
cd for our instruction. 1 tbink if young
merchants and professionai men just
enttring on business acted on
Jacob's plan, we would see most
glorious resuits follow. God sa) s in His
wiold, Il Thein that honour me 1 will ho-
nour ;' and again, "lHonour the Lord
witit thy substance." "lThere isq that
scattereth, an(l yet increaseth," and
"1,there is that witliboldetlî more than is
meet, and it tcndcth to poverty."l "ll'lie
liberal soul shial be mîade fat, andhle tbat
wateretlî shall be watered also himselt.'

11 ïring ye ail the tithes into the store-
bouse, that there may be meat in iy
bouse, and prove me now berewith, saith
the Lord of Hoots, if 1 wilI flot open
you the windows of Heaven and pour
you ont a blcssing, that there shall mot
be rooni to receive it; and 1 will rebuhe
the devourer for your sakes, and lie shall
flot destroy the fruits of your ground,
neither shail your vine cet brr fruit be-
fore the titne in the field, itaith tbe Lord
of H-ostse." There are mnany in tbe
world that can testifyý to the 11ulfilment
of these gracious promises, even in their
business relations in hie, and illustrations
crowd upon me, but it is unnecessary to
eularge. The teaching of the passage
in Malachi is se mucb in point that 1
cannot refrain from offerinç a few re-
marks upon it. The condition of the
Jews at the tume of Malachi was poor
indeed. For it is generally considered
by the best Bible students that M1alachi
prophesicd durîng the time of.Nebeniiah,
and the mass of the people was go poor
that tbey mortgaged their lands and
'iinevards to procure food for their fami-
lies and money to pav their taxes, Yet
they were bcld as robýbing God in with-
holding their tenth even in their de-
pressed circuistances. "4Faith cornes
by hearing, and bearing by the word of
God. Il For how shahf men believe in
whom tbey bave flot heard, and bow

shall tLey hear without a preacher ?
atnd lîow shalt tbey preach, except tbey
be sent ?" and bcow can they be ed ueated
and sent without money to, support
thein ?

Assgociation for the Maintenance of
National Religion.

The recent disestablishaient agitation
bas led to tlîe formation in Eilinburgh
of an Assoiat.ion for the maintenance of
National Religion, with an enrolled
imemnbership of upwards of 2000. The
association originated in a conféerence of
a fw gentlemen, who afierwardâ sent
circ ular s containing a stateinent of their
principles, and inviting the co-operation
of tbose who agreed with thein. Hither-
t0 no public meeting bas been beld ; but
the fullowing resolutions were unani-
înoîasly adopted at a meeting called by
circîîlar, and held in the Freemasons
Hall, Ecinburgh, AdmiraI Sir W. J.
Hope ,Johnstone, K. C. B., in the chair:

Movcd b! the Rev. Dr. Phin, seccnd-
ed by the Rev. Dr. Snmith, North Leith
(in absence of the Rev. John Barclay, of
tlîe Tron Church, and tlae Rev. James
Smcllie, of the United Original Seces-
8ion Churh)-

That in view of the threatenedl agitation
for the separation of the State fromn religion
and the Church in Great Britain, the asso-
cdation ahail, so soon and so far as mnay be
neceissary, set itself to diffuse information,
by iaieàns of public meetings, tracts, lec-
tures deputations, the formation of local
and auxiliary eommittees, and otherwise-

i. As to the disastrous consequenoes
whicb would resuit frein the abandonmnt
of theduty of maintaining National rdigion;
and

2. As to the benefit of proper National
countenance and help to religion and te the.
Church of Christ.

Moved by the Lev. William Balfour,.
of Holyrood Free Church, seconded by
John Dick, Esq., Minto Street, Edin-
burgh-

That the. Association shall b. cslled the.
Association tor the Maintenance of Nation-
al Religion; that its membership ahali cou-
ast of the individuels whose names are re-
corded in a list now laid on tii. table cf the.
meeting, and of sncb other persens as shal
hereafier join it; that the Association shali
b.e managed >y Presidents, Vie-Presidents,
a General Committe., a Treasurer, and
Hanerary Secreraies; that the General


