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THE CIIURCII ON THE SEL.

VER twelve y cars ]lave passcd by since tho
'j' Mission toi Decp-Sea Fishiermenéi was organ-

iied for th e purpose of aiding and miinistering to
the physicai and spiritual niecessities of thons-
ands of British fl.sierrnen and lads engagea, in
the North Sea lishing trade. 0f thc blesbini rs
%vhlich the mission lias borne, and t.he resulEt
v'itnessed, the nmost gratifying statements are
issued.

ln carlier days these hiardy 1'toilers of the
-iea,"' were a totally negleeted class. Unbe-
friended and exposed to the rigors of the wild
North Sea Stormns, they suIl'cre d alone, %without
a helping ]îand being'stretchied out for thieir
relief. liappier surroundings now attend thein;
and, amid the pursuit of tlieir hiazardous calling,
the mission hias provcd a Ileaven-sent bene-
factor.

At the ontset of the philanthropie undertakzing
there was some misgiving tlhct thbe peculiarities
of the mien's occupation, and their isolation,
«%ould be almnost insurmounitable obstacles, and
thien again there -%vas the difficulty of grappling
%vith notoriously reckless groups of men. Fear-
lem before peril, and hardened, for the most
part, in life, tlhese seekcers af ter the harvost of
the sea were not the likeliest characters to bc
reclaîmed. With thîs kcnowledge, inotwvithstand-
ing, the first missionaries on their ocean pilgrim-
ages -%vcre dcvotcd mien. and liad the joy eventu-
ally, with the help of the -ood hand of God, in
laying the foundation, building up, and estab-
lislîing tho " Churcli on the Sma" in some de-
grec tliey have seen the fulfilmnent of the promise
" The abundance of the sca shial ho convcrted
unto tlice," in an unexpected form.

The fishermen, some twenty tlîousand in nuni-
ber, aie absent J'rom the port and their homes for
eighit wveeks at a time, irrespective of the siate of
the weather, and after thîis spoîl of toil they re-
turn for a wveek's rcst and frcsh outfit. Evils of
rnany kinds formerlr befel themn,and vcry scanty
Nvcre the Yneans o1alleviation. Even the in-
fluenza, wvith its devastating attacks, followed
thcm out to sea, and disabled one of the mission
shipS..

lap some respects the figlit Withi tnc t)utclî
"4copers" bias been the most prolonged and
arduous. This styleo0f craf t cruiscd to and fro
amiong tho moen tempting theni -%vith bad drink,
adultcratcd tobacco. and the vilest literature.
Gra.dually this solitary visitor and agent of mis.
chief ini olden times, -which hiad a disastrous
nionopoly bas been prctty -well beaten and driven
from the ÏieId. In wviuniing the victory over the
Dutchi " coper" the mission has beexi generously
seconded b y the Britisli Government allowing
the men to have tobacco out of bond frc of duty,
and thus underselling the Dntch '- bird of prey."

Very varied -wcre the services of the mission
ships, somne eloyen in number. Seven of theso
are mission vessels proper, and the remaining
four are utilizcd for hosital use. In a measure
the mission mighit ho called the gospel of splints
and bandages, inasmuchi as the 1earcr of these
are awvare that in rchieviing the bodies of the men
they are exnployig the hest agency by whvlicli to
toucli their hearts. Rappîly the endeavors to
benefit and succour the ishermea arc growingly
appreciated. Thoe hospital ships carry a fully
trainced doctor and ail conveniences for the treat-
ment of the sick and -%vouiidcd. An idea of the
frequency of accident xnay ho gathercd from the
report that in thecourse of one ycar,SW medièal
and surgical patients were received and treated.

Except in cases which 'vere not of a serious
character and with which the, captains cf the

mission snips could deal, the man dangcrously
hiurt wvas transferrcd to the hospital sh ip, and
another man wvas sent to (Io his wvork. On the
seven mission slîips, %vhichi ail took part in the
fishing, the skippers ini charge were able to
render.first aid to the injurcdlaesides conduet-
ing religious gatherings. of course, periods
occur whlen the sea, is unrnflîed, and t1he spectator
finds a charin ini the divers, hues %vhiclî play o"-2r
the deep ini the fantastic shadows of travelling
clouds on its bosom, or in catching the mnusical
sweetnes"of bts unrhiyned lyric liinos." Neyer-
theîess, the life is checkercd, and fraughit with
manifold perils.

It is starthîxîg to leara that on an average
annualîy two hiuridred and se%-enty-eight of the
fishiermien pcrish on the %vide, watery stage,
ciglit of whîiclî iunber dlie froni natural causes,
and upwvards of two hiundred and seventy are cnt
of by wrecks and casualties. Many are the
tragic stories told, -%vlea vessels return with flags
at hialf mast, of furions gales, and cf ships

" That -%vere hailed,
And sent no answer back again."

One of the most pleasing features ia the lives
of the men is a deepening religious spirit, -%vhicli
shows itsèlf wvhen crews are occasionally separ-
ated fromi the bodyof the ficet. Not infrcqueat]y,
througli the long, dreary ni glits, the words of
thîe great Fishierman cf Galilc are read and
made the subjeet of address, or the Mariners
hyma is heard ascending above the roar of the
tempest :

" Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the rcstless wave.
Oh, hear us wvhcn -%ve cry to thee
For those in peril on the sea, 1"

To-day the wvork is growinig, and its influence
telling on the hiabits of the men, ,botli at sea and
ashore. A gentleman comîing in contact with
the fishiernen rccently, -%vas imprcssed with their
refinement and an absence lar§ely of coarseness
of expression. On the olher .qnd, only a few.
years aào the North Sea mca hadl an unenviable
reputation at Hull Grimsby and similar fishing-
ports, for lawless âoings.

The IDeep Sea Mission niinistercd te tho entire
humanity cf the mca. Tcmp erance Nvork bail
routed the Dutch ves-sel, %vith carp~es of licry,
poisonous spirits. la plentiful y mýnagazines;
and books -wdre provided; and, more ]xclpful
still, religious instruction nad services -were ar-
ranged iniabrothcrly manner. The fouilder of so
praiscworthy an organization Mr. E. J. Mather,
is veneratea7by the seainen. 1-is difficultie-s in
pr'omoting îth inauguration wverc narrated iii a,
volume of thrilling intercst,« "Nor'ard of the
Do0r,"1i pnblishced in 1888. The mevement,
wlih is aow firmnly establishcd, ba-s tie patroni-

age of Uler Majesty the Qucen, and the hearty
recognition cf the Board of Trade.

A steady flowv cf sympathy lias beeîî cvoked
for a toiling class -%vlio bear at the pre,, -'ttiniea
good naine for lioncsty, industry, fruý,,&îity, and
kindheartedness. B3, the labors of thîe Deep Sea,
Mission the occan liadt become for the majority
of the fisherinea the sehool, cf a botter life.
Lighit bad shione !i upon the darkencd seuls of
fathers and sons, and dear ocs pntting out te
sea, indifferent te, the dlaims cf salvation hadl re-
tuirnied non' catuires in Christ Jesus. Se, atthie
heur of launching forth on their last voyage,
numlbers of these niay humibly exclaim,

I hope te sec xay Pilot face to face,
\Vhen 1 have crossed the bar."

and rcachi the eternal occean.-Rev. JTames JTohn-
son, of Bolton, Lavncashirec, Eigglcd in S. S.
Times.


