
this habit has gone out of vogue, judging fromn the faices of many of the
children and grown ulp people as weil.

'l'lie greaiesi curse to, the Indian has beeii alcohiol, à. id against
ibis teml)tation hie seeniq absohtitely unal)le t0 struggle. Smiall-pox lias
ravaged the coast terribly. Rlieumatismi and pl)uîmonary diseascs are
tîhcir worst ills, whbi1e v'encreal diseases arc extreily destructive.

Vear b>' year it is becotniing more (litffcult to study tbe Indian, as
wvitli the increase of travel an(] commerce, and consequent contact with
wbites, lie is steadily losing biis native characteristics and adopting
instead ouir customis and habits. lhcy are reserved and taciturn and
show an utter indifférence, in fart contempi, towardq the w~hites wl'bem
l)y chance thiey mieet on a commnon camping ground. TIhis latter char-
acîeric is différent fromi that of our Nortih-\\est Indians, who are also
tacitirn, but very inquisitive to sec whiat 15 t0 be seen. Theby are foi
as fond of dispîay and parade as formierly .however, on the 4th of July,
ai (ay ibey anxiotisly look forward 10, niany of thibe are clothed with ai]
the fineries, not Indian, but the best 10, le bad in the stores. Last 4th
of July I happened to be ai junicau, wl'here lîundreds of Indians liad
gatbered 10 attend and take pari in the festivities. To one accustomed
to0 seeing concotirses of Indians iii the Noribwest it wsas a sigbit 10 study.
Many of the young Indian wonien were dressed in silk, or satin, or
velvet ; in white, red, blue, yellow or black : the hair " banged " and
crowned by a nobby hat: the face powdered à la mode; the feet
encased in buttoned kid boots, and l)erfurne and jevelry galore. Tbe
older ones conf.nt theniseIl'es with wvool or coîton fabrics ; only one
squaw did I see witb the time-honoured blanket. The young men were
similarly well dressed, wearing nice store ciothes, silk-trimmed spring
overcoats and watches, and smoking cigars. The whole illustrated wvhat
bias been abundanily I)roved, and that is, that commerce is the great
c;vilizer of native races.

Dancing and singing were formerly a part of their cerenionies of
welcome, trade and war ; but now the dancing is that of Arnericans and
confined generally 10 festive gaiherings. At the dance or bail given on
the above day in the Juneau Opera House, the -race witb, which some
of the Indian ladies waltzed was very markec. By nature the Indian


