
OXYGFN C*ONSUMI>%FI PER

1,000,000 PAR~IS VAI ER.

15 Mintes. 4 lu.

LaknIz Ontario, ai 1lamiltoi ............ 0.120 -- 0.440

River Si. La-m rence, at Bro ckvill........... 0.276 0.612

River Richelieu, ai Si. jolsn*s, Que ................. 0.740 1.608

Bay of ' uinte, ai1 Bellevi~lle ................. ...... 1.420 3.040

River St. M4aurice. ai Tlirec Rivets, Quc. ............ 2.612 4.456

Outama River, Vhelrua-.ry, 1888 ....................... 2.S08 5.76o

Mouncton Supply, New Brunswmicli................... 5-436 10.444

The place occupied by Ottawa river water in this list 15 certainly
une of bad emiznn«. As this water bas been exauîined at irregular
intervais sincc iS888, I may add the following resuits:

Otîaw.a River, April, 189o ........................ 3 .060 4.886

Aulgus.I, 1890 .......... ............ 3-747 6.387

It wvill be seen from these numbers that while the amnount of
oxidizable organic niatter in the river varies froin month, to niontli as
mnighit bc t±xpected, and according to a lau' which we have flot the
necessary data to to discover, the aniount is at ali tinies very large, and
it behoves us to examine the conditions under -%hich a wvater
containing so, large a quantity of dissolved organic niatter is safe as an
article of food. That the organic matter is flot per se of an injurious
nature is sufficiently evident froin the fact that we and our fathers do use
it and have used it with impunity. I.et nie ask your attention for a few
moments to another matter. There is a large class of diseases generally
spoken of as zyvzotic which have this property in commun'. Whenever
a single case of such a disease occurs in a locality we nîay be pretty
sure that immediately in its vicinity, and gradually further and further
from that point as a centre, we shall find the disease spreading until it


