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pcrfoctly scriptural, and rcalized in flic porsonal exporience of ton thîon-
sand witncsscs. Thecir sons in the Gospel also inaintain, witlî oqual
teîîaeity, tlîat every believer iii Christ is justifled ; and that the blosscd-
ness of the justificd is not incely nominal and iimagin'iry, but real and
permanent.

To tijis doctrine 1 have lately mot with a consenting testimiony, whieh.
lias afforded nie grreat gratification, and wlîich I doubt not wvill be equally
acceptable to your nunîcrous readers. It is that of the 11ev. '-Richard
Chevenix Trench, M.A., Vicar of Iteheiî Stoke, lants ; Professor of Di-
vinity, King's CollegeC, London ; Exanîining Chaplain. to tlîe Lord Bishop
of Oxford; and late Ilulseani Lecturer :" and occurs in the second edi-
tion of lis learnied and instructive ',Notes on the Miracles of our Lord,"
just publishied, pp. 202, 203. This vcry able writer thus expresses hii»-
self:-

"éThe absolving- words, '< Tlty sûns, be forgivem thce, (Matt. ix, 2,) are
not to bc taken as optative nierely, as a desire that it iinighit be so, but as
declarative of a fact. They are the justification of the sinner; and, as
declaratory of that whieh takes place iii the purposes of God, so also
effectuaI, shiedding abroad the senso, o? forgivcness and reconciliation, in
the sinner's hecart. For God's justification of a sinner is not; a me:.
word spoken about a niaxi, but a word spoken to liiîîî, and in bim ; flot ai)
act o? God's imanent in. iiîscîf', but transitive upon the sinmer. In it
there is the love of God, and so the consciousness of tbat love shed abroad
in Mis hîeurt ini wlîose behial? the absolving decrcc bias been uttercd."

In a note the learaied writer adds, "It ivili be seen. that 1 have used
Rom. v. .5, (", The love of God is shed aibroad iii our hearts by the Holy
Ghost wbichi is given. unto us,') in a different sense from that; in whieh it
is far too often used. The history of the exposition of the verse is ou-
nious, and is not altogetiier foreign to the subjeet in lîand. To August-
ine's influence, no doubt, we niainly owe the loss for inany centuries of its
truc interpretation, wlîich Origen, Clîrysostoni, and Aîubrose, nmen every
one of thein less penetrat-ed 'withi the spirit of St. Paul than lie was, liad
yet rightty seized; but whlich, by bis influence and frequent use of it ini
another seuse, was So eouipletely lost siglît of, that it was flot rccovercd
anew tili the titue ofli teitefornîntion. Ho read in his Latin, ChIaritas
Dle! diffusa est în cordibus nostrts Imr Spirituni, &uu'tum, qui (lattis est
nobis. [lad he read as Amnbrose rends it, (De Tpir. Sane., 1. i., c. 8, §
88,) and ns it should have been, effitsa, (ExxXv-rai is flic original word,)
it is probable lie wouId have beon. snvcd froiîî the inistake: for the coin-
parison whiclî vould have been suggestcd witli such passages as Acts ii.
17; Isainli xxxii. 15; Ezek. xxxvi. 25; Joeliih. 28, ini ail Nvhieh God's
large and froc communication of hinisel? to mn is set forth undor the
inmage o? n styein froni hecavon to eartb, would have led hin to sep that
this love of God whichi is pourod out in our hecarts, and is boere, dclared
to ho our -round of confidence in bui», is hi$ love to ils, and ours to tirn;
finit flic verso is in fact, to fiîid its explanation froin verso 8, (' God coin-
mendethi his love to us,") and affirins the sailie tliing,. Tho passage is or
considerable dogniatic, impor'tance. The porVeùrted interpretatiomi became
in aftcr-times one of Tlic nainstays, indeed by far tho ehiefest one, of the
Rlomish theory of an infuiscd riglitcousness being *the groutid of our con-
fidence toward God. which the truc interpretation exoludes, yct ut the
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