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carriers, which reached Paris on the 2lst of January, 1871, a
few days previous to the armistice, carried alone nearly 40,000
despatches.

The pigeon that brolught the newsofthe vctory ofCouliiers
started [rom La Loupe at ten o'clock in the morning on the
1Oth of November, and reached Paris a few minutes before
noon. The account of the Villejuif affair was brought from
Paris to Tourcoing (Nord) by a white pigeon belonging to Mr.
Descampes. This pigeon is now preserved in a stuffed state
in the museuni of the city. The carrier pigeon service was
not prolonged beyond the lst of February, and our wingred
biothers of arma were sold at a lowv price at auction hy the
goverument, which, once more,"bhowed itcelf ungratefni to its
servants as soon it no longer had need of their services. A[ter
thie commune, Mr. La Perre dle Roo submitted to the president
of the republic a project for the organization of inilitary dove
cotes for conneoting the French strongliolds with each other.
Mr. Tbiers treated the project as chimerical, so the execution
of it was delayed up to the tume at which we saw it applied in
toreign countries.
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between Paris and the [routier of the northeast. For the
places of the southeast it would require at least two relay@,
Lyons and Langres, or Dijon.

As Paris has ten directions tu serve, it should therefore
possoss ten difl'erent dove cotes of 720 birds each, and this
would give a total of 7,200 pigeons. According to the sanie
principlp, Lsngres, which bas five directions to provide for,
should have 3,600 pigeons.
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Continuing this calculation, we fin~d that it would require
2i),000 pigeons for the dove cotes as a wbole appropriated to
the frontiers of the north, northeastp east and southea8t, with-
out taking into accounit our frontiers of the ocean and the
Pyrenees.

A law of the 3d' of July, 1877, supplemented by a decree of
the lSth of November, orgauized the application of carrier
pigeons in France.

Que of the last enumerat ions shows that there exist in Paris
11,000 pigeons, 5,000 of which are trained, aýid in the subnrbq
7,000, of wbich 3,000 are trained. At Roubaix, a city of
100,000 inhahitants, there are 15,000 pigeons. Watrelos, a
small neighibouring city of 10,000 inhabitants, bas no less than
3,000 carrier pigeons belonging to three societies, the oldest of
wh ch, that of Saint-Esprit, wss founded in 1869.

In entire France, there are about 100,000 trained pigeons,
and( forty-seveu departmnents baving pigeon fancying societies.

.Germany.-After the war of 1870, Prussia, which had
observed t he services rendered by pigeons duriug the siege of
Pati.-, was thé first power to organize military dove cotes.

lu the anitumu of 1871, the Minister of War commisaioued
Mr. Lpnî tzen, a very competent amateur of Cologne, to study
tbe most favorable processes for the recruitment, rearing and
train ing of carrier pigeons, as well as for the organization of a
systemi of stations upon the western frontier.

In 1872, Mr. Bismarck having received a number of
magnificent Belgian pigeons as a present, a rearing station was
estahlished at th-- Zoological Garden of Berlin, under the
dir' etion of Dr. Bodinas.

In 1874, nuilitary dove cotes were inistalled at Cologne, Metz
Stras-burg aud Berlin. Since that tume there have been
orgauized, or at least projected, about fifteen new stations upon
the [routier of France, upon the maritime coastï of the north,
or Iipon the Russian [routier.

B.-rlin remains the principal rearing station, with two pigeon
bouses of 500 pigeons each ; but it is at Cologne that is central-
ized the genieral administration of military dove cotes under
Mr. Lhu!zen's direction. The other stations are directly
dependent upon the commandant of the place, under the con-
trol of the inspector of military telegrapby. The Wilhelm.
sh.vn dove cote, by way of exception, dependa upon the
Admiralty. lu each dove cote there is a subofficer of the
engineer corps and an experienced civil pigeon fanciet, ou a
montbly salary of ninety marks, assisted by two orderlies. ln
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