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“‘_ Sin hias hadt the citect of separating us that there is hope. Tha einner could
ﬁ:‘;ﬁ fom God, cutring us off from lus favor, not otherwise ope. Ilix hope is in Clod.

and rendering us obnoxious to his dis- His hope is not in another. ~ His hops is

A% Q@ tleasure.  And we would have remain- for salvation ; and that hope he can cle-
h):‘g ulin this state of excision, or banishment, rish because God is mercitul as well as

fem God’s favour, and all intercourse righteous, and becauso he can be both in

b‘“}' with him, for ever, had not God himself perfeet consistency, without infringing
lgghe teen pleased to come tous by aministry the one, or in any degree abating the
’ﬂ:,‘; of reconciliation, and revealed bimself' other. (iod isa just God, and yets 8a-
ohe aswailing te be gracious, for the sake of viour. 1lis hope is thus well founded ;
',chef lis son, whom he manifested to take a- and he can say with the utniost confi-
'lﬁ;; way ¢in, to destroy the works of the dence, of God: “ My hope is in thee”;
71 IR deihaud exalt man agaiu to the partici- and contrasted with every other object

ation of the Divine favour, and ultimate- of confidence or hops:” % Now, Lovd,
| itotheenjoymentof theDivine presence. what wai Ifor? My hope is in thee /"
Jny one who sees himself to bea sinner,  So the Psalmist could say : His hope
may now see that there is hope for him was in God. Ile had seen God in his
in God, in the provisions of his grace or character of a just God and yet a Savi-
B corey, when he might otherwise have our. He had beheld him in that very
depaived of finding mercy, and had no aspect which might inspire hope, and he
bype betore Ged. A sinner awakened had been drawn to repose his hope in
tassnse af sin, naturally has a difficul- am. From an carly period he had set
tyin supposing that for him there can be his trust in God, for we find him in ano-
| any thing but wrath,  Ilis first tendency  ther psaim saying:  Thou art my bope,
istodespaiv  Ie sees thelaw of God in O Lord God : theu art my trust from my
allits hostility to him as a transgressor. youth.” The work of grace bad been
Iissees the nature of sin to be in irre- early begun in his soul, so that from his
unciliable opposition to God himself, youth his hope was in God. His hope
wd that God cannot but bz angry with was in God when he slew the lion and
thesinner.  The first thought is that all the bear. 1lis bope was in God when
bopo is cut off, that there can be nothing be went out to meet the Philistine, who
%orthe sinner, or for him individually, defied the armiesofIsracl. Hishope was
bt wrath, the punishment due to his in God when he assumed $ho reins of go-
tor He feels as if he had no hope,and vernment God was his hope in all

1» SR ot enticled to cheish any ; nor, in those difficult and trying emergencies
ot bmeelf, s he entitled to cherish any hope. which \vgmld have upset any mind which
o BB efeelsthat he deserves only the wrath had not its hope in God  And_there is
s B ense of God to all eternity. If he this imporfant remark to be_borne in
1o B2 bis desert, he knows he would en- mind, that it is when we hopein God for
pt & the divine vengeance ; and that is salvation, wihen we have our hope in bis
s AI' out without alleviation in the mercy, when we are able to look to him
¢ 2 QFcofwoe. Ile cam, therefore, only through Christ, that we are able to hope
1o BTt Hell to bo his doom. He looks in him for every thing that we need, and
) Sl to the blackness and darkness in every time of need. And thus the
e eer; fronf which Le cannot see it words of the Psalmist are ot to be tak-
o bgposgible that Le should escape.— en in the limited sense, as if the Psalm-
— in this state he is bid hope. e has ist trusted in God;for salvation only. God
on- QP character presented to him inano- was his confidence at all times, and in

Rer aspest than that of anger against respect of every thing that he needed.—
5 vengeance for his broken and insult- He'is to be understood as saying, that
B 2% " He has him revealed as forgiv- for whatever he required, for every as-
2 wiuity and trangression and sin, sistonce, for cvery blessing, for cvery
B0 wliile o can by no means pardon comfort, for* all hap})iness, both for time
¢ puilty. He beholds the mexey of and eternity, his hope was in God-—
i Qhr’mt: he sces God through his ¢ Now, Lord, what wait I for? My
o: ke s let into all the provisions of hope is in thee” And what happiness
egospel.  These are wnfolded in all did not this give the Psalmist?  What
T pramising and encouraging aspect courage in the hour of battle! What
2 is bope ; and {hat hope has its o- comfort in the season of tcial! VWhat
0.0t cause in the character of God support in the bour of desertion ! ¢ My
Rl Tois because God is mereiful hope is in thea!”
{gutious while he is holy ang just, * Isitso withus? Can wesay our hope



