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people in Christ's timeand in our time are not follow-
ers of God, but are living for self, furﬂ«»mure. and for
«in. (2) It is u mistuke (0 say that ** the voice of the peo-
ple i the volce of God."

14. Because, The reason so many are found in the

21. Not every one. From the warning

fulse teachers, Jesus passes to dec the d

false professors. Saith unto me, Lord,

is, those who profess to be disciples of Christ,

7) There is a vast d‘[cnnce between lip-service and
The kingdom of heaven. One who

ugninst
oom of

uj
ways of sin is that the way of r ss 18 hard and
constraining to the natural man. (8) Nobody would
chonse to lost if it were just us easy to be saved,
strait is the gate, Rev. Ver,, * because narrow is
the gate and <traitened the way.” This is the case, not

| first born, whose numes sre written in heaven.

because God would have it hard for men to be saved, |

but because men are evil and prone to evil. If men
were in the troe spiritual and moral stite, the uire-
ments of the Gospel would not be hard, nor would the
zate be narrow. Few there he that fud It. et all
find it who sincerely look for it. (4) None who seek af-
ter God fail to find him,

15. Beware of false prophets. On seeking for the
nrzll gnte and the narrow way, the disciples would be
in dan,
need of this warning.
not only to those who predicted future events, but to
all who professed to teach religious trath by divine
inspiration. In our time it includes those who substi-
ute their own opinions or impressions for the teaching
of Bcrlpmrv’ and especially those who claim to be the
“mediums " of departed spirits. Come to you. They
come to disciples rather than go to sinners, for it Is a

istic of all false that it seeks to per-
vert disciples, instead of seeking to convert sinners.
In sheep's clothing. Perhaps in allusion to the well-
known prophetic garb of sheepskin, but more likely a
reference to the pretense of meekness and sanctity.
Ravening wolves. Their natures are sellsh, while
their uppearance is saintly.

16. Know them by their fruits. This means, 1.)
‘Their fruit in their own personal character. 2.) Their
fruit in the resuits of their teaching as shown in the
lives of their followers. Tom Paine's life s the best
antidote to his infidelity, and the conduct of spiritual-
wts and free-thinkers Is a_sufficient commentary on
their doctrines. Grapes of thorns,

r of being misled by false guides; hence the |
** False prophets ™' bere refers |

| but now_importunately.

From the fruit |

we can reason back to the root, Thesharp thornshows |

a thorn-bush, the luscious proves the vine. So

the morals of Christianity prove a divine origin, and |

the Jeeds of infidels point to Satan as their source.

17. Every zood tree. Asa rule, a good man will
axerta Zood influence.
erroneous judgment, but if his heart be sincere, the
general outcome of his life will be good and not evil.
A corrupt tree . . . evil fruit,  However fair may be
the (irst appearance, the final result of false teaching
will be corrupt lives. While here and there a man may
{ive above his creed, yet, on the average, the conduct of
men will betoken the truth or falsity of their doctrine,
8) T%he man who fears God is the one whom men do not

+ need Lo fear,

18. A good tree cannot. True in the material
world, and true as a principle in the moral world. The
few seeming exceptions are really in accord with the
general law, Nelther can a corrupt tree. This does
not mean that a bad-man or a false teacher will ll'lﬁ:
do evil, He may do many noble and generous d
Yet he should be estimated, not by isolated acts, but by
the weneral tenor of his life.

19. Hewn down, ‘The tree that will not bear frait
pecomes fuel; and the soul that will not exert a
aallowing and refining influence shall be lost. The
fire. Just what precise form of destruction is here
neant we know not. But we ean depend upon the
fuct that there is some kind of fire that can destroy the
soul. (6) How terrible the wrath which is declared by
the lips of the Lgmbof God!

20. Wherefore by their fraits. We copy the ad-
mirable note of Lyman Abbott on this verse: * The in-
fallible test of ull veligious teaching is the practical re-
sult in the lives of those that receive it. The answer
to modern enlogists of Buddhism and Confucianism is
Indinand China; the answer to the papal claim of infalli-
bility is Spain and lluB'; the answer to the enlogist« of
‘pure reason ' and a Bible overthrown is Paris during
the Revolution and Parig during the Commune, New
England is the best refutation of those that sneer at
Puritanism; and Christendom contrasted with the
heathen world is a short but conelusive reply to all ad-
vocates of a nniversal and eclectic religion.
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pi meelf a servant of Christ muy Le received
into the earthly Church, but only those whose lips echo
their hearts hiave n membership in the Church of t.:no

e
that doeth the will. The Saviour does not object to

feseion itsell’ but to the profession without the

¢, Of my Father. He who does the will of
Father follows the example and precepts of the

. In heaven. For only the one who has the
heavenly nature can be at home in a heavenly environ-
ment. (8) Soon or late. freely or by compulsion, in
heaven or in hell, every soul must submit to God's order,

22. Many will say. Teachers, leaders, and preach-
ers in the Christian Church who have lived without a

enuine spiritual life, professors but not possessors,

uch there have been in all ages. In that day. The
duy of ,)mli’fmenl, when wheat and tares are sifted
asunder. Lord, Lord. Spoken once ﬂrn!enlonlllx,
ave we not prophesied,
Delivered Christ's message of repentance and salvation,
even though the man that uttered it was unsaved.
Cast out devils. [ ancient times perhaps literally;
in every age, instrumental in rescuing souls from the
bondage of Satan. God mn{ save souls through un-
saved agencies; a8 Dr. Kane kindled u fire in the polar
regions with a burning glass cut from a block of ice.
Muny wonderful works, Men may * bring things to
pass,” und may be very successful in working church
muchinery, who are themselves without divine grace.
(9) What a warning to preachers and teu !

23. 'Then will I profess. Literally, ** speak out in
public.” I never knew yon, In the sense of fellow-
ship and acceptance. Augustine says, ** ‘I never knew
you' is but another way of saying ‘' Ye never knew
me.'" Ye that work inl quh?. Eternity is thus seen
to depend upon the deeds of a life-time.

24, Thesesayings ofmine. The precepts inclnded
in the entire Sermon on the Mount. Doeth them.
Not only receives them into his mind, but wenves
them intn his life, House upon a rock. The refer-
ence is to peasants' cottages, often made of light and
frail materials, but sufficient for the mild climate of the
Orient. Built on the meadows at the mouth of the
valleys, they are often wushed away in the spring
frexl but standing on the higher ledges they are
secure. (10) The wise man iz he who builds on Christ
as his foundation. (11) Neither morality, nor principle,
nor generous impi'ses, will afford a basis of character s0
sure asfaith in Christ,

25. The rain descended. The heavy spring-rains of
the East, Floods came, Often a wady (valley) which
is dry at one senson is filled in asingle night by a foam-
ing torrent, Beat upon that house. A reference to
the trials and temptations of life. (12) Every character
is sure to be tested.

26, 27. Foolish man. THe is indeed a foolish man
who hears Christ's word without heeding it. House
upon thesand, A character inspired by ambition, self-
islimess, or mere morality without the Gospel. Great
was the fall. Whether palace or cutuis, the ruin is
irremediable, if it is the owner's all, (13) When a life-
time of opportunity has been lost it can never be regained.

28, Ended these sayvings. Though the listeners
could not fully comprehend these great truths, they
were deeply impressed by them. Astonished. Itcame
apon them as u revelation, and filled them with wonder.
Dortrine. Rev. Ver,, ‘‘teaching." Both the truths
enunciated, and the manner of their declaration, were
surprising.

29. Having authority. He quoted no name higher
than his own., His “TI say unto yon ' was spoken as
ontweighing a century of rabbis, and as equal to Holy

rit. Not as the seribes, The ordinary religions
teachers, whose tenchings were & mass o¥ frivolous
comments, concerning the length of a phylactery, or the
washing of & cup, but devoid of the soul of originality.
No wonder that the crowd left their schools for the
mountain-assembly of the Great Teacher. (14) That
tenching alone will have power which comes from the
depth of an earnest soul,




